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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3:  
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Matthew Rogers holds a career professional certificate set to expire on May 15, 2108.  In February 
2013, he pled guilty to one felony count, conspiracy to commit sexual assault.  He was given a 
suspended imposition of sentence of five years probation. 
 
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
Mark Allan Van Zandt, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this 
agenda item. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education revoke Matthew Rogers’ teaching certificate. 
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1                        PROCEEDINGS

2              HEARING OFFICER:  This is the hearing in the

3 matter of the Department of Elementary and Secondary

4 Education versus Matthew Rogers and has been designated

5 Hearing 14-001.  This hearing is being held pursuant to

6 Section 168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, which

7 authorizes the State Board of Education to suspend or

8 revoke a certificate of license to teach if the certificate

9 holder has pleaded to or been found guilty of a felony or

10 crime involving moral turpitude under the laws of this

11 state or any other state or the United States or any other

12 country whether or not sentence is imposed.

13              Administrative rules adopted by the State

14 Board of Education pursuant to the statute authorizes the

15 Commissioner of Education to designate a hearing officer in

16 these matters.  My name is Cynthia Quetsch and I have been

17 designated to hear this case.  Unless otherwise provided

18 under Section 168.071, this hearing is being held pursuant

19 to procedural rules of Chapter 536, the Administrative

20 Procedures Act.  The certificate holder, Matthew Rogers is

21 not present at the hearing, neither personally or through

22 counsel.  Curtis Schube is present on behalf of the state.

23 Mr. Schube, did you want to make an opening statement?

24              MR. SCHUBE:  Just a quick one.

25                     OPENING STATEMENT
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1              MR. SCHUBE:  Good morning.  This case is about

2 a teacher, Matthew R. Rogers, who pled guilty to one count

3 of committing sexual assault, a Class D felony.  The

4 evidence does not dispute his plea of guilty to a felony is

5 grounds for discipline pursuant to Section 168.071 RSMo.

6              HEARING OFFICER:  Would you like to call your

7 first witness?

8              MR. SCHUBE:  Yes, I call Dana Keilholz.

9 DANA KEILHOLZ, having been duly sworn, testifies as

10 follows:

11 QUESTIONS BY MR. SCHUBE:

12         Q    Can you state your name and spell it for the

13 record?

14         A    Dana Keilholz, D-a-n-a; K-e-i-l-h-o-l-z.

15         Q    And by whom are you employed?

16         A    Department of Elementary and Secondary

17 Education.

18         Q    What is your position?

19         A    I'm legal assistant for the General Counsel

20 and I work with the disciplinary.

21         Q    What are your responsibilities as a legal

22 assistant?

23         A    I set up the hearings for discipline,

24 including notice to the certificate holder about the time

25 and place.
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1         Q    And did you send such a notice to Mr. Rogers?

2         A    I did.

3         Q    Do you have a copy of it?

4         A    I don't.

5         Q    I will walk one over to you.  Okay.  You have

6 in front of you what's been marked as Exhibit 1.  Do you

7 recognize that document?

8         A    I do.  This is in our file and it shows the

9 letter that was sent to Mr. Rogers on January 22 and it

10 also has a copy of the card that we received back that he

11 had signed for it.

12         Q    And the letter and card is that something that

13 you maintain as part of your records?

14         A    It is.

15         Q    And is it made in the ordinary course of

16 business?

17         A    Yes.

18         Q    Is it a true and accurate copy of the notice

19 and the green card that you sent to Matthew Rogers?

20         A    Yes.

21              MR. SCHUBE:  I would like to offer Exhibit 1.

22              HEARING OFFICER:  It's received.

23         Q    When was this notice sent out?

24         A    January 22, 2014.

25         Q    And what information did it contain?
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1         A    In the information that is sent first class

2 and certified mail, it gives the date and time of the

3 hearing and also has enclosed the original complaint that

4 was received.

5         Q    What address did you send that to?

6         A    2409 Water Tower Drive in Union, Missouri.

7         Q    Was this the last known address for Mr.

8 Rogers?

9         A    As far as I know.  It was the address we had.

10         Q    And does the green card show that he received

11 that?

12         A    It showed that he signed for it.  It doesn't

13 have a date on it but we received the card back on the

14 25th.

15              MR. SCHUBE:  That's all the questions I have

16 for Ms. Keilholz.

17              HEARING OFFICER:  Call your next witness.

18              MR. SCHUBE:  I call Margery Tanner.

19 MARGERY TANNER, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

20 follows:

21 QUESTIONS BY MR. SCHUBE:

22         Q    Could you state your name and spell it for the

23 record, please?

24         A    Margery Tanner; M-a-r-g-e-r-y, T-a-n-n-e-r.

25         Q    And by whom are you employed?
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1         A    The Department of Elementary and Secondary

2 Education.

3         Q    What is your position with the department?

4         A    I am the director for educator certification.

5         Q    What are you responsibilities?

6         A    I license educators for the state of Missouri.

7         Q    Do you obtain teacher certification records as

8 part of your duties?

9         A    I do.

10         Q    And you have in front of you what's been

11 marked as Exhibit 2.  Do you recognize that exhibit?

12         A    Yes.

13         Q    What is that exhibit?

14         A    This is a certification record for Matthew

15 Rogers.

16         Q    Are these records kept in the ordinary course

17 of business by the department?

18         A    Yes.

19              MR. SCHUBE:  I offer Exhibit 2.

20              HEARING OFFICER:  It's received.

21         Q    Does Mr. Rogers hold any certificates with the

22 department?

23         A    Yes, he does.

24         Q    What type of certificates?

25         A    He has a career continuous specialist

10
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1 certificate for grades 1-6.

2         Q    And when was it issued?

3         A    It was issued on May 13, 2009.

4         Q    And you said it's a career certificate.  Can

5 you explain what that means?

6         A    It means that it's a 99 year certificate so it

7 is valid for 99 years.

8         Q    So it wouldn't be set to expire until when?

9         A    May 13 of 2108.

10         Q    Okay.  So that would be active and current as

11 of today?

12         A    Yes.

13              MR. SCHUBE:  That's all I have for Ms. Tanner.

14              HEARING OFFICER:  Ms. Tanner does it indicate

15 if he is currently teaching?

16         A    No.  The most recent report we have from a

17 school district was from the Union school district for the

18 2010/2011 school year, but nothing since that time.

19              HEARING OFFICER:  Did you have anything else

20 you wanted to offer?

21              MR. SCHUBE:  I do have another exhibit, it's

22 marked as Exhibit 3.  It's a court records from Franklin

23 County Circuit Court and it establishes that Mr. Rogers had

24 pled guilty to the count of conspiracy to commit sexual

25 assault.  His imposition of sentence was suspended and he

11
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1 did receive five years of probation with that imposition of

2 sentence.

3              HEARING OFFICER:  That's received.  Is there

4 anything else you would like to offer?

5              MR. SCHUBE:  No, ma'am.

6              HEARING OFFICER:  Would you like to make a

7 closing statement?

8                     CLOSING STATEMENT

9              MR. SCHUBE:  Again, the evidence does

10 establish that Mr. Rogers had pled guilty to a Class D

11 felony.  The state requests that the board impose the

12 appropriate discipline.

13              HEARING OFFICER:  If there is nothing this

14 will conclude the hearing.  Let the record reflect that the

15 hearing was scheduled to commence at 10:00 a.m. and we

16 waited until 10:05.  Thanks.

17              (Hearing concluded at 10:08 a.m.)
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1                  CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2 STATE OF MISSOURI   )

3                     ) ss.

4 COUNTY OF COLE      )

5              I, Jenna Petree, Certified Court Reporter

6 #1347(T), do hereby certify that the witness whose

7 testimony appears in the foregoing deposition was duly

8 sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness was taken

9 by me to the best of my ability and thereafter reduced to

10 typewriting under my direction; that I am neither counsel

11 for, related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the

12 action in which this deposition was taken, and further that

13 I am not a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel

14 employed by the parties thereto, nor financially or

15 otherwise interested in the outcome of the action.

16

17

18                              Certified Court Reporter
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