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Tena Wilson 

"My name is Tena Wilson and my son Jordan is in ih grade in the Kirkwood 
School District. I have been living in the Riverview Gardens School District 
since 2001 when I purchased my home. My older son graduated from 
Riverview Gardens High School back in 2009 so I have been in the district 
for quite a while. I have watched the community and schools go downhill 
over the years. 

"When my older son was in school, he rarely had books and when he did 
they were out-of-date. My younger son Jordan may have had some books at 
school but I certainly never saw any come home. I was lucky that he had 
good teachers but I was concerned about the lack of resources, large class 
sizes, and out of control behavior in the classroom. I knew my child would 
have better opportunities in the Kirkwood School District so how could I not 
transfer school districts to give my child the best education possible? 

"What bothers me is that we have known about these problems for years but 
it wasn't until money was leaving the district that people wanted to address 
the issues at hand. Where was everyone all these years while the district was 
declining? I attended the community meetings before the transfer asking 
parents to remain in the district, but I felt very uncertain in Riverview's 
ability to get back on track in time for my son to get a quality education. 

"We are very happy with our decision to transfer. Jordan has online 
homework, there are better student-to-teacher ratios, and the principles and 
teachers have been very welcoming and inclusive. The only challenge we 
are still adjusting to is transportation. We used to be able to walk to school 
but now we are waiting in the dark in the mornings for the bus. I am lucky 
that my job is flexible enough for me to wait in the mornings with my son 
and go into work later but that is not the case for many parents. Even though 
it has been a sacrifice, it has been well worth it for the all of the educational 
opportunities my child now has. The transfer program must continue until 
Riverview Gardens can provide our children with the high quality education 
that they all deserve." 



Denise Morehouse 

"My name is Denise Morehouse and I reside in the Riverview Gardens 
School District. Our daughter Alana currently attends Remington in the 
Pattonville School District. She is in the 8th grade. 
These are the reasons we felt it was necessary for her to transfer: 
- lack of homework in Riverview Gardens School District, 
- too many disruptive students, 
- low passing rate for many students taking MAP tests, 
- lack of resources, like school books, 
- no confidence in the overall school curriculum, and 
- lack of extracurricular activities. 

"Although we are very happy with Alana's new school, we are here to seek 
support in regards to transportation. We love the school she transferred to 
but it is a challenge getting her there and picking her up. We ask that as you 
are looking for ways to improve the transfer program and education for the 
children in the Riverview Gardens' school district, that you consider ways 
for all children to have access to transportation. I'm certain there is a way for 
all the districts and the state to come up with a way to provide transportation 
across districts lines to all students in unaccredited districts for students who 
want to transfer." 



To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Missmollie Thomas and I am a 2008 graduate of Riverview 
Gardens School District. As I reflect on my matriculation through the 
school district, I have nothing but positive experiences to express. Although 
I've encountered ups and downs (as any student would), it's the "up's" that I 
treasure and implement into my life daily. I can only imagine the thoughts 
going through many of my former instructors and administrator's heads as 
the reader said my name. For those that don't know me, I must admit that I 
wasn't the idol student when it came to my behavior and I was only slightly 
above average when it came to my academics. In my opinion, I made it easy 
for my teachers to give up on me as a student, but they didn't, instead they 
checked and redirected me in which I must say lead to much of my success 
today. I am now a senior at Tennessee State University who will be 
graduating on May 10, 2014 with a degree in Early Childhood Education. I 
believe whole-heartedly that I wouldn't be where I am today if it wasn't for 
my instructors knowing my worth. In fact, months after I graduated I 
received a courtesy call from Mrs. Traci Nave; I explained to her that I chose 
not attend the universities I was accepted into with no valid reason as to 
why. Mrs. Nave sincerely reminded me of my worth then turned around and 
made sure that I was admitted and enrolled in a university before the next 
semester could begin. The fact that my instructors and administrators refused 
to let me evolve into a product of my environment speaks volume and this 
component of RGSD need to remain in the community that needs it the 
most. Students need the genuine care from teachers like Mrs. Joann Klees, 
the discipline from Mr. Jerry Anthony, they still need to hear the voice Ms. 
Wright every morning saying "Good Morning future leaders", this 
community needs all the assets Riverview Gardens School District has to 
offer. The students in the RGSD do not need to be given up on; they need 
this district just as much as they need guidance and I am 100% sure that 
guidance rests within every instructor in each school. I aspire to one day 
become an instructor at my alma mater and give students the same love, 
attention, guidance and care that was once given to me as a student within 
the same walls. I will not be able to fulfill my aspirations if I have no alma 
mater to return to. With that being said, I strongly believe that dissolution is 
not the solution and we must reevaluate this decision before we give up on 
students who need this district the most. 



To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to voice the forgotten and unrepresented opinion of the graduates and/or 
alumni of the Riverview Gardens School District. I think it is important to remember that the 
future situation regarding the district not only affects the current students and faculty, but it also 
affects the past students and faculty who have seen this district shape some extraordinary and 
exceptional young men and women. 

I have practically been in the Riverview Gardens School District all of my life. I began 
my journey in the 2nd grade at Gibson Elementary. I later attended Central Middle School and 
the Riverview Gardens High School, graduating with the Class of 2008. I am now not only a 
first generation college graduate, but I am currently a second year law student at a predominantly 
white law school. Maya Angelou once said, "We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely 
admit the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty." Many people delight in the 
beauty of me being in law school, but I am proud to say that I am that beautiful butterfly partly 
because of the many changes I have gone through within the Riverview Gardens school district. 

I am able to read and write well enough to even survive law school because of my 

foundation at Riverview Gardens. With the help of the ACT Prep program that was 
implemented at the high school, I graduated with a 24 ACT score, when other private school 
students were receiving only an 18. It was my high school English teacher, at Riverview 
Gardens, that instilled a level of comprehension within me that would allow me to graduate 
magna cum laude as an English major. It was my high school principal, at Riverview Gardens, 
who helped guide me toward the steps I needed to take to get into law school. It was several of 
my high school counselors, at Riverview Gardens, who waived numerous college application 
fees so that I could be college bound and have the opportunity to apply to each and every college 

of my choice. 

I have said all this to say that Riverview Gardens students can learn and I am a walking 
example of that. The District can and does continue to produce exceptional students and because 

of this, the decision to dissolve the district should not be taken lightly. The fact that the 
Riverview Gardens District is still standing, even after all it has been through, only shows that 
there is a great and promising plan for its future. To take away that future would destroy any 
chance for past students to look back and give back to a school that has already given them so 
much. I am asking that concern of the graduates and/or alumni be considered and that more 
importantly, we are seen as living proof of what this district can do. 

With Kind Regards, 

Breanna Pendilton, Class of 2008. 


