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ACCOUNTABILITY/The 1% “Rule”

1.

What is the correct process to go through if your district is above one percent in students who
qualify for MAP-A?

Answer: The 1% only applies for accountability purposes; NOT eligibility for participation. If
you have questions regarding the impact of exceeding the 1% rule for accountability purposes,
please contact the Accountability and Data section at (573) 526-4886.

Does the 1 percent cap apply only to school districts in which the “students with disabilities”
subgroup exceeds Missouri’s minimum subgroup/cell size?

Answer: Again, the 1% only applies to accountability; NOT participation. Districts will need to
discuss individual situations with staff in the Accountability and Data section at (573) 526-4886.

How is the 1% determined? Is it 1% of the entire school population or 1% of each grade level?

Answer: Federal accountability rules allow for the inclusion of no more than 1% of advanced or
proficient scores for the total tested population in a content area to be derived from the
alternate assessment for district accountability calculations. This means the 1% is calculated
based on the total number of students in a school district who take a particular content area
assessment in the particular school year the assessment was administered. For questions
related to the 1% rule and accountability, please contact the Accountability and Data section at
(573) 526-4886.

ELIGIBILITY

4.

| know it is an IEP team decision to consider MAP-A for a student, but what if we had a
student on MAP-A last year but based on what you mentioned today this student does not
need MAP-A, what can we do now?

Answer: The |IEP team can change the eligibility determination if the team believes that the
student is not eligible for the MAP-A based upon an analysis of the criteria. The IEP team will
need to focus on how the student will access the general education curriculum in order to be
able to participate in the regular assessment of that curriculum. The IEP team will need to
carefully consider accommodations/modifications as well as supplementary aids and services to
allow access to the general education curriculum. In addition, the IEP team will need to
consider what accommodations the student will require when taking the regular assessment.

We have students who have only taken the MAP-A and have never taken the regular MAP.
Now, according to the criteria in this webinar, they should never have been found eligible for
the MAP-A. Can those students still take the MAP-A (grandfathered in) or will we have to
review their eligibility using the criteria from this webinar and its accompanying handouts?
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Answer: At each annual IEP team meeting, a decision must be made regarding participation in
either the regular assessment of the general education curriculum or the alternate assessment
of the alternate achievement standards. If a student is no longer eligible to participate in the
alternate assessment, they are required to participate in the regular assessment. A student
cannot be “grandfathered” in to the alternate assessment. IEP teams are encouraged to use the
updated checklist and the other new resources to guide the decision for determining eligibility
for participation in the alternate assessment. Please note that this is not new guidance —
compliance with IDEA has always required IEP teams to annually determine which type of
assessment the student will participate in for that IEP cycle.

6. I notice that the old version of the MAP-A Eligibility Checklist refers to “significant cognitive
disabilities” and the new resources talks about “most significant cognitive disabilities”. Why
has this changed?

Answer: The requirement that ALL students must be accountable in state and district
assessments beginning in 2000 was first introduced with the 1997 reauthorization of IDEA.
Missouri, like the other states, developed an alternate assessment based on alternate
achievement standards, as well as guidance for participation in the new alternate assessment.
Beginning in 2003, federal regulations related to IDEA and ESEA began using the term “the most
significant cognitive disabilities, and in August 2005, NCLB guidance was published entitled
“Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”.
The updated checklist, new flowchart, and guidance document provided with this webinar are
consistent with current federal guidance for IDEA, ESEA and NCLB.

7. Will these same criteria be used when Missouri switches its state-wide alternate assessment
from the current Measured Progress ProFile to the new Dynamic Learning Maps?

Answer: Yes, the criteria for eligibility to participate in the alternate assessment will remain the
same.

8. What are the specific implications of the four cognitive levels of support from formal
instruments since none of them mention the most significant cognitive disability?

Answer: The four cognitive levels discussed in the guidance document and webinar reflect the
categories of intellectual disabilities from the most commonly referred to professional resources
in the field: the IAAID, the DSM, and the ICD. This information was provided to assist IEP teams
to make informed decisions regarding student’s eligibility to participate in the alternate
assessment. Itis extremely important that test and assessments be administered and
interpreted by trained professionals in accordance with publisher’s instructions. Those
instructions will provide guidance for interpreting the test results.
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When determining eligibility for participation in the MAP-A there is no specific 1Q cut-off for
“most significant cognitive disability. The IEP team will need to determine the impact of I1Q
information for each individual student along with the other criteria for eligibility.

9. Astudent’s IEP team just recently met and determined that the student is eligible to take the
MAP-A. Should the IEP team reconvene to see if they still qualify for the alternate
assessment?

Answer: As stated in the webinar, the Office of Special Education is not recommending that an
IEP meeting be held immediately for every student to see if they still qualify to participate in the
alternate assessment unless the IEP team feels that it is necessary to re-visit the determination
sooner. This is because the criteria for eligibility for participation for the MAP-A has not
changed. Instead, at every annual IEP team meeting, the updated checklist and new resources
should be used to assist the IEP team in making a determination.

10. Could a student who is not eligible for the state-wide alternate assessment (MAP-A) ever be
eligible for an alternate district assessment?

Answer: No. As stated in the webinar, a student must meet the eligibility criteria to be able to
participate in the alternate assessment at both the state-wide and district-wide assessment
levels.

11. What s a standard score that is considered significantly below non-disabled peers?

Answer: There is no “magic” number for this determination. The IEP team makes this decision
for each student based on a careful analysis of a variety of factors. The standard scores are only
one factor that must be considered. Levels of support and adaptive behavior must also be
factored into the decision for each student. Please refer to the guidance document for further
clarification.

PARTICIPATION

12. If a child is so profoundly disabled cognitively and physically that they could not complete
even the lowest APIs for the MAP-A, could they be exempted from the MAP-A and use an
alternative type of evaluation?

Answer: There is no “alternate” to the alternate assessment. The student either takes the
regular assessment of the general education curriculum or the alternate assessment of the
alternate achievement standards. In Missouri, the regular assessment is the MAP which consists
of both Grade-Level and End-of-Course Assessments, and the alternate assessment is the MAP-A
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which is currently the Measured Progress Profile. In the future, the MAP-A will be the Dynamic
Learning Maps. There is no exemption due to profound intellectual disabilities.

13. We have a student in our district who is medically fragile and has been exempt in the past
from the MAP-A. It this still an option and, if so, what is the process?

Answer: The district should contact the Department’s Accountability and Data office at (573)
526-4886 to report the individual student concerns for extended absences during the collection
window and to determine the next steps. Regardless, at the end of the second collection
window, the district must return the student’s portfolio to the Assessment Resources Center
along with the any other MAP-A portfolios.

14. May a student take the MAP-A based on alternate achievement standards in one content
area but take the regular assessment of the general education curriculum in another content
area?

Answer: No.

15. What happens if school staff are instructed by the superintendent or principal that a student
will take the MAP-A and to make sure the IEP reflects that decision?

Answer: It is important to identify the reason for this directive in order to best respond. In this
instance, it would be advisable to invite the administrator to the IEP meeting so an informed
decision can be made. Remember, the district is ultimately responsible for developing an IEP
that will provide the student with a free appropriate public education (FAPE); if the parent does
not agree with the IEP team decision; the parent has the option of following the complaint
system including mediation, child complaint, or due process.

16. Please define most significant level of support. Could students within the 50-70 1Q range
qualify when other required factors are also present? If not would these students be required
to take the required EOC’s before graduation?

Answer: The guidance document was developed to provide additional clarification on
determining the most significant levels of support. The second question addresses levels of
support and indicates this information must come from multiple sources of information (not just
an adaptive behavior assessment) and include both skills the student is capable of performing as
well as those areas in which he/she has difficulty. A comprehensive review would be expected
to include each of the following areas: communication; self-care; daily living; social skills; access
to community; self-direction; health and safety; functional academics; leisure; and, work.

Yes, the IEP team of a student falling within the 50-70 IQ range could be found eligible to
participate in the alternate assessment if all the criteria are met. If the IEP team determined the
student was not eligible to participate in the alternate assessment, then the student would be
required to participate in the regular MAP assessment. Child specific questions should be
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OTHER

17.

18.

19.

20.

directed to the Office of Special Education at (573) 751-0699 or the Assessment section at (573)
751-3545.

The terms “alternate assessment” and alternative assessment were used during the webinar
— are these the same thing? And how does the MAP-A fit into the new guidance?

Answer: The updated checklist, new flowchart and guidance document are not introducing
“new” guidance. Instead these documents along with the webinar were created to address
common questions and provide additional clarification on MAP-A eligibility criteria. These
documents and the guidance are consistent with previous information provided by the
Department for MAP-A.

The term “alternate assessment” is used in the IDEA, ESEA and NCLB. MAP-A is the acronym for
Missouri Assessment Program — Alternate. It is Missouri’s state-wide assessment of alternate
achievement standards and meets the federal requirements of IDEA, ESEA and NCLB.

How will the Department monitor for compliance for the alternate assessment?

Answer: Compliance monitoring will be accomplished in the same way as currently conducted.
For the Office of Special Education, the file review and self-assessment as part of the cyclical
tiered monitoring process will continue to verify indicators 200.810.f, 200.910.c, 200.910.d,
200.920.c and 200.920.d. In addition, the Office of Special Education will continue to monitor
compliance through child complaint investigations. The Missouri Assessment Program through
the Office of College and Career Readiness will continue to monitor the administration of the
alternate assessment through onsite visits as well as self-monitoring by LEA staff.

If the IEP team makes the determination that the student no longer qualifies for MAP-A, will a
Notice of Action need to be provided to the parent?

Answer: NO. The Department’s original guidance in March 2008 for provision of prior written
notice did include this particular situation; however, an OSEP Guidance Letter dated August 15,
2008 and a discussion with OSEP staff in September 2008 provided further clarification that
changed the original guidance. A SELS message dated September 17, 2008 states no prior
written notice is required when changing a student from the alternate to the regular assessment
or vice versa.

Can you suggest any district-wide alternate achievement assessments? Our district gives the
Terra Nova to K-2 students. Is there a recommended district-wide alternate achievement
assessment?

Answer: It is the responsibility of the IEP team to determine if a student is eligible to participate
in an alternate achievement assessment and, if so, to determine an appropriate alternate
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assessment. This alternate assessment must provide the team with the same information they
would receive if the student took the regular district-wide assessment. The Department does
not recommend specific assessments.

21. Will there be an extension this year to the MAP-A window due to the multiple snow days?

Answer: The Assessment Section will provide any decisions regarding extensions. Any questions
should be directed to their staff at (573) 751-3545.

22. Where do we find the technical assistance bulletin that was referenced on the last side?

Answer: The technical assistance bulletin can be found at the following webpage:
http://www.dese.mo.gov/se/compliance/specedtab.htm.
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