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REPORT ON PRE-EMPLOYMENT TRANSITION SERVICES 
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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 4: 
 
The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will improve departmental 
efficiency and operational effectiveness. 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), requires Pre-Employment Transition 
Services (PETS) for students with disabilities. Five services are required for “potentially 
eligible” students under this federal legislation: 
 

 job exploration; 

 work-based learning;  

 counseling for postsecondary education;  

 workplace readiness; and,  

 self-advocacy and peer mentoring  
 
Missouri Vocational Rehabilitation has partnered with the Hook Center at the University of 
Missouri-Columbia to deliver these services statewide to “potentially eligible” students enrolled 
in Missouri high schools, targeting ages 16 to 21.  Additionally, Missouri Vocational 
Rehabilitation has launched a summer work program to provide work-based learning and 
experiences in the community to VR eligible students with disabilities. 
  
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
Robert Simpson, Project Director, Hook Center; and Chris Clause, Director, Community 
Rehabilitation Programs, will facilitate the presentation and discussion of this agenda item.  
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VR Summer Work Experience: work sites 
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VR Summer Work Experience 

 20 Hours per week 

 6 Weeks 

 Students paid $7.65/hr. 

 4 hours of classroom time 

• Communication 
• Enthusiasm/Attitude 
• Teamwork 
• Networking 
• Problem-Solving 
• Professionalism  
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Pre-Employment Transition Services 

 

Partnership with 
Hook Center at  

University of 
Missouri-Columbia 
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Partnership with Hook Center at University of Missouri-Columbia 

 Our Purpose 

 Our Target 

 How will PETS impact our  
     students? 
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                                          Standing in the gap … 



Regional Presence 
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Phone: 573-751-3251 

Toll Free: 1-877-222-8963 

TDD: 573-751-0881 

info@vr.dese.mo.gov 

Contact Us 9 

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, national origin, age, or disability in its programs and activities.  Inquiries related to 
Department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Office of the General Counsel, 
Coordinator – Civil Rights Compliance (Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 6th Floor, 205 Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 480, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or TTY 800-735-
2966; email civilrights@dese.mo.gov. 


