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Catherine Shorter

“My name is Catherine Shorter and I have a student in the 10™ grade at
McCluer High School. We were happy with our experience in Normandy
until we reached high school. We didn’t find that the teachers were as
supportive or concerned about making sure my child succeeded in school. I
found it necessary to transfer my student out of the district.

“My biggest challenge right now is the lack of transportation. When school
started she was able to get on the school bus that comes right by our house.
When other transfer students complained that they were not also getting
picked up, they kicked her off the bus. It is ridiculous that the school bus
comes right past our house everyday and my daughter can’t get on it. I was
told that she should walk all the way to school. It is not safe for a 15 year-
old girl to be walking so far alone everyday. I have health issues and can’t
walk her to school myself so this has been a real problem for us.

“There should be no effort to stop students from transferring. Further,
Normandy needs to provide transportation to all children wanting a better
education. The education of our children is of the utmost importance and we
should provide a better education by all means necessary. Our children’s
futures are at stake!”
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Katherine Lloyd

“My name is Katherine Lloyd. I live in the Normandy School District and I
have a student in the 4™ grade in the Pattonville School District. After
talking with other parents and community members during my move back to
Normandy after several years away, I decided I did not want my grandchild
to attend the Normandy School District.

Although I got all of my transfer paperwork turned in well before the
transfer deadline, I did not hear back about where my grandson was placed.
Nervous that he did not get a spot, I called the Cooperating School District
and was told that they never received my paperwork. I tried to call everyone
I could in Normandy but couldn’t get a hold of anyone. I even went back to
the Normandy transfer office but got the runaround. I continued to leave
messages and finally heard back from the assistant superintendent. It turned
out that Normandy had my paperwork the whole time! At this point, school
had already started! I was very upset that my grandson missed the first day
of school.

My grandson loves his new school and we are happy we were able to
transfer. In the end, the runaround and confusion were worth it for him to be
in a better school. I implore you to not make any changes that would require
me to move my grandson out of the Pattonville School District.

Second, it must be said that losing my paperwork and thus making my
grandson miss the first day of school is completely unacceptable. Normandy
must improve the transfer process for next year.
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Alisa Crawford

“My name is Alisa Crawford and I have daughter in the 11" grade in the
University City School District. My daughter had her ups and downs in
elementary and middle school here in Normandy but I knew she could be a
straight ‘A’ student. When she got to high school things really went
downhill. Her attitude changed towards school and her grades got worse and
worse. I somewhat blame the media for creating such a negative image.
Image is important to my child and I think it changed her outlook towards
school.

“Now that she is at her new school I can see a change in her attitude towards
learning and respect for teachers. She is getting much better grades, which I
always knew she was capable of doing. We are grateful for the opportunity
we were given. The transfer program must continue. It is important for our
children’s future.”





















