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MYTH 

The scores on assessments given during an evaluation are all that is required in an evaluation report to 
meet the requirement of providing a synthesis of information when determining if a student is eligible 
for special education. 

FACT 

The Missouri State Plan for Special Education requires an evaluation report be developed which must 
include: 

(1) a statement of whether the child has a specific disability as defined in Regulation III of the Plan;  

(2) a synthesis of information from the evaluation considering all areas of functioning;  

(3) the basis for making the determination of eligibility for a disability;  

(4) a statement that the disability is not a result of lack of appropriate instruction in reading, including 
the essential components of comprehensive literacy instruction (as defined in section 2221(b)(1) of 
the ESEA) or lack of appropriate instruction in math or Limited English proficiency; and, 

(5) a list of the individuals who were in attendance at the eligibility determination meeting and their 
role.  

The Evaluation Report for students identified as Specific Learning Disabled (SLD) must include items 
above and the following:  
 
(6) relevant behavior, if any, noted during the observation of the child and the relationship of that 

behavior to academic functioning;  
 
(7) educationally relevant medical findings, if any;  
 
(8) whether the child  
 

a. does not achieve adequately for the child’s age or to meet state approved grade-level standards; 
b. does not make sufficient progress to meet age or state approved grade-level standards; or  
c. exhibits a pattern of strengths and weaknesses in performance, achievement, or both, relative to  

age, state approved grade-level standards, or intellectual development;  
 
(9) the determination of the group concerning the effects of a visual, hearing, or motor disability; 

intellectual disability; emotional disturbance; cultural factors; environmental or economic 
disadvantage; or Limited English proficiency on the child’s achievement level;  

 



(10) if the child has participated in a process that assesses the child’s response to scientific, research-   
based intervention:  

 
a. the instructional strategies used,  
b. the student-centered data collected,  
c. documentation that the child’s parents were notified about  
• The state’s policies regarding the amount and nature of student performance data that would 

be collected,  
• The general education services that would be provided,  
• The strategies for increasing the child’s rate of learning, and  
• the parents right to request an evaluation; and,  

 
(11) each team member shall certify in writing whether the report reflects his/her conclusion; if it does 
not reflect his/her conclusion, the team member must submit a separate statement presenting his/her 
conclusions.  
 
By definition, a ‘synthesis’ is a combination of ideas to form a theory or the combination or composition 
of parts or elements so as to form a whole.   

During the eligibility meeting, rich, data-based conversations based on all information from the given 
assessments as well as from the review of existing data are to occur with the purpose of determining if 
the child is a child with a disability. Those conversations are not just about the numbers (the parts) on 
the assessments but also should be about how those numbers and all of the other information known 
about the student come together to form the basis for determining whether the student is a student 
with a disability under one of the 14 eligibility categories in Missouri (the whole). These rich 
conversations should then be the basis upon which a determination of eligibility for special education is 
made, not the results of one assessment instrument and not the interpretation of one evaluator. This 
should be done by creating a synthesis of the information that draws upon information from a variety of 
sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, parent input, and teacher recommendations, as well 
as information about the child’s physical condition, social or cultural background, and adaptive behavior. 
The public agency must ensure that information obtained from all of these sources is documented and 
carefully considered. Because these conversations are expected to be part of a meeting, the synthesis of 
information as well as the statement regarding whether or not this student has a disability under one of 
the eligibility categories should NOT be completed prior to the eligibility determination meeting. The 
synthesis should be captured in the report, typically under the heading of ‘Basis for the Determination of 
Eligibility’. 

 


