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General Session Remarks • Tuesday, August 2                       
Commissioner of Education Margie Vandeven 

Margie Vandeven was appointed Missouri's 6th Commissioner of 
Education by the State Board of Education effective January 1, 2015. 
Dr. Vandeven served as an educator in K-12 schools in Missouri and 
Maryland for 15 years. She joined the Department in 2005 and played 
a significant role in developing the 5th version of Missouri's School 
Improvement Program (MSIP 5), securing the state's Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) flexibility waiver, and implementing 
the Department's Top 10 by 20 initiative. Dr. Vandeven earned a 
bachelor's degree in education from Missouri State University, a 
master's degree in educational administration and supervision 
from Loyola College in Maryland, and a doctorate of philosophy in 
educational leadership from Saint Louis University.  

 

    Missouri State Board of Education Members

Luncheon Welcome • Monday, August 1
State Board of Education President Charles W. Shields

Charles W. Shields was appointed to the State Board of Education 
in August 2012. He is president and chief executive of Truman 
Medical Centers (TMC). Shields joined TMC in July 2010, after 
serving 20 years in the Missouri General Assembly as part of the 
House of Representatives, a member of the Senate and most 
recently as Senate President Pro Tem. He earned his bachelor's 
degree in marketing and his master's degree in business 
administration from the University of Missouri.

President
Charles W. Shields

Vice President
O. Victor Lenz, Jr.

Russell C. Still
Maynard Wallace

Michael W. Jones
John A. Martin

Joseph L. Driskill
Peter F. Herschend

Our Vision 
Missouri public schools: the best choice ... the best results!

Our Mission 
The mission of the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education is to guarantee the superior preparation and performance 
of every child in school and in life.

Our Goals
1. All Missouri students will graduate college and career ready.

2. All Missouri children will enter kindergarten prepared to be 
successful in school.

3. Missouri will prepare, develop and support effective educators.

4. The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will improve departmental 
efficiency and operational effectiveness.



Sunday, July 31, 2016

Noon-5:30 p.m. Registration (Lobby)

2:00-3:00 p.m.  Commissioner’s Advisory Council
    By invitation only (Windsor I)
 
3:15-5:15 p.m.  General Session: Ray McNulty,   
    Keynote and Activity (Expo Center)

Taking Charge of the Future of Learning • Raymond J. McNulty is dean of the School of 
Education at Southern New Hampshire University, which Fast Company magazine named the 
12th most innovative organization in the world in its World’s 50 Most Innovative Companies. 
He is also a senior fellow to the International Center for Leadership in Education, having 
previously served as its president. 

Ray serves as the chair of the National Dropout Prevention Network and was recently the 
chief learning officer for Penn Foster, a global leader in online education. Prior to joining 
the International Center, he was a senior fellow at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, where he worked with leading educators on improving our 
nation’s high schools. Ray is a past president of the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) and author of It’s  
Not Us Against Them — Creating the Schools We Need, published in 
2009 by the International Center. 

An educator since 1973, Ray has been a teacher, vice principal, principal 
and superintendent. From 2001 to 2003, he served as Vermont’s 
education commissioner. During his tenure, Ray focused on 
aligning the Department of Education’s work on three key issues: 
early education, educator quality and secondary school reform. 
    
5:15-6:15 p.m.  Reception for New    
    Superintendents
    (Windsor Ballroom)

Monday, August 1, 2016

6:30-10:00 a.m.  Registration (Lobby)

7:15-8:00 a.m.  Breakfast Buffet (Expo Center)

7:15-8:00 a.m.  Commissioner’s Breakfast for New   
    Superintendents By invitation only   
    (Windsor IV)



    
8:15-9:15 a.m.  General Session: Pedro Noguera, Keynote (Expo Center)

Future of Education • Pedro Noguera is the Distinguished Professor of Education at the 
Graduate School of Education and Information Studies at UCLA. His research focuses on 
the ways in which schools are influenced by social and economic conditions, as well as by 
demographic trends in local, regional and global contexts.

Prior to joining the faculty at UCLA, he served as a tenured professor and holder of endowed 
chairs at New York University (NYU), Harvard University, and the University of California, 
Berkeley. He also served as a trustee for the State University of New York (SUNY) as an 
appointee of the Governor.  

He is the author of 10 books and more than 150 articles and monographs. His books include 
City Schools and the American Dream, Unfinished Business: Closing the Achievement Gap in 
Our Nation’s Schools, The Trouble With Black Boys … and Other Reflections on Race, Equity 
and the Future of Public Education, and Creating the Opportunity to Learn: Moving from 
Research to Practice to Close the Achievement Gap with A. Wade Boykin. His most recent 
book is Excellence Through Equity with Alan Blankstein.

Noguera appears as a regular commentator on educational 
issues on CNN, MSNBC, National Public Radio, and other 
national news outlets, and he serves on the boards of 
numerous national and local organizations, including the 
Economic Policy Institute, the Young Women’s Leadership 
Institute, The After School Corporation, and The Nation 
magazine. He is a member of the Kappa Delta Pi Honor 
Society, was elected to the National Academy of Education, 
and is the recipient of many honors, including awards 
from the Center for the Advanced Study of the Behavioral 
Sciences, from the National Association of Secondary 
Principals, and from the McSilver Institute at NYU for his 
research and advocacy efforts aimed at fighting poverty. 

The old and new in school transportation. School is out at Ravanna, and Mercer County children are entering the modern 
school bus to be taken home. The wagon, canvas-covered in true 1849 style, is not used now (although not long ago it 
served as the only transportation vehicle for the school). Note the stove in the wagon through the open rear door.



Data Privacy and Security Awareness (Parliament I)
You may be getting questions from teachers and parents about privacy and security of student 
and teacher data. This session addresses those issues. You will also receive a brief introduction 
to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the resources available at the 
Privacy Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) within the U.S. Department of Education. 
Presenter: Jason Young, coordinator/data manager, DESE 

MASA’s Show-Me Accreditation and Assessment Task Force: Envisioning the Future 
(Parliament II)
This session is designed not only to inform, but also to challenge you to examine personal 
assumptions about assessment and accreditation. Facilitators will build in time for neighbor-
to-neighbor discussions so you can process what is shared and think about how the concepts 
presented may apply in your district.
Presenters: John Jungmann, superintendent, Springfield Public Schools; and Mike Fulton, 
superintendent, Pattonville R-III

Grow Your Own! Strategies for Building a Teacher Pipeline (Parliament III)
Learn how Missouri school districts are developing their own teacher pipelines. By attracting 
and supporting students in their home districts to be future teachers, they are helping to 
ensure excellent education for all. 
Presenters: Andrea Dixon-Seahorn, educational consultant; Patty Corum, consultant, Ft. 
Zumwalt R-II; and Marlene DeVilbiss, director of human resources, Raytown C-2

Curriculum and Assessment Updates: English Language Arts (ELA) and Social Studies 
(Picadilly) **Mathematics and science updates presented from 1:45-2:55 p.m.  
As implementation begins for new Missouri Learning Standards in ELA and social studies, you 
need to know how your district’s curriculum and assessments will be affected. This session 
will provide the most up-to-date information about implementation and effects of the new 
learning standards.
Presenters: Debbie Jameson, director of English language arts; Dixie Grupe, director of 
social studies; Shaun Bates, director of assessment; and Lisa Scroggs, assistant director of 
English language arts, DESE

9:25-10:35 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)



Growing Teachers Who Grow Students (Windsor I)
Students experience deeper, more effective levels of learning when teachers focus on student 
engagement, instructional practices and a reflection on practice. This session outlines teacher-
to-teacher collaboration and new teaching strategies aligned to Missouri’s Teaching Standards 
to help all students learn at higher levels.
Presenters: Mary Burgess, teacher, Howell Valley R-1; Heather Gross, principal, and Emily 
Twiehaus, teacher, Grain Valley R-V; Jen Tiller, consultant, EdPlus; Julie Blaine and Beccy 
Baldwin, consultants, Central and Northwest Regional Professional Development Centers

Healthy Children Make Better Students: Trauma Awareness (Windsor II)
Trauma and toxic stress make it hard for students to learn, but there are resources available 
to help them become socially and emotionally healthy and engaged. This session will outline 
resources to address mental health, trauma awareness and toxic stress in Missouri schools. 
Presenters: Sharon Sevier, interim director of advocacy, Missouri School Counselor 
Association; Jean West, school social worker/advance certified trauma practitioner, St. Joseph 
School District; Kim Moore, PR/advocacy chair, Missouri Association of School Psychologists; 
and René Yoesel, director of school counseling, DESE

MSIP 5 Update (Windsor III & IV)
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more about updates such as incorporating the 11th grade 
census administration of ACT and implications of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) in 
subgroup achievement.
Presenters: Chris Neale, assistant commissioner, Office of Quality Schools; and Jocelyn 
Strand, coordinator of school improvement, DESE

2016 Missouri Legislative Briefing (Polo)
Dyslexia and civics education are among the subjects that will be covered in this session. 
Learn about the effects of legislation that was passed during the 2016 regular session and 
signed into law, vetoed or became law without the Governor’s signature.
Presenter: Constance Rush, coordinator of legislative outreach, DESE

Join us on Twitter! #MoEd16

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)



Don’t Do That, Do This: High Quality Professional Development for Exceptional Results 
(Parliament I)
This session introduces highly effective, online professional development available to all 
districts. Learn how to provide in-house professional development at virtually no cost, how to 
work with outside supports to coach everyone to a high level of implementation and the steps 
to engaging all building staff in focused improvement.
Presenters: Daniel Williams, superintendent, Tipton R-VI; Jimmalee James, principal, Willow 
Springs High School, Willow Springs R-IV; Jessica Trost, principal, Twin Chimneys Elementary 
School, Ft. Zumwalt R-II; and Thea Scott, director of tiered support, DESE

Arts Integration and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) 
(Parliament II)
Express your inner artist and see how the arts can be used in Missouri schools with this 
narrative overview defining arts integration and STEAM. Using Lee Expressive Arts School in 
Columbia as a model, you will be given an opportunity to engage in several collaborative, 
interactive learning examples. You will also have time for questions and discussion.
Presenters: Ben Martin, director, Missouri Alliance for Arts Education; and Tom Tobias, 
director of arts education, DESE

Bringing It All Together: Pre-Employment Transition Services (Parliament III)
Students with disabilities can face many hurdles as they prepare for work or higher education. 
Come learn how DESE's offices of Vocational Rehabilitation and Special Education, the 
University of Missouri (MU) and many others are collaborating to assist students with disabilities 
in their transition to post-secondary employment, training/education and independent living.
Presenters: Bob Simpson, project director; Jodi Turnbough and Pat Bauer, coordinators, Pre-
Employment Transition Services, MU Hook Center for Educational Improvement

The Equity Lab: Using Data to Achieve Equitable Outcomes for All Students (Picadilly)
Students deserve access to excellent teachers and high-quality education regardless of socio-
economic status, race or geographic location. Learn how to review local data to identify 
inequities in learning opportunities, explore root causes and develop effective strategies to 
ensure excellent education for all students.
Presenters: Andrea Dixon-Seahorn, educational consultant; and Sharon Nibbelink, 
superintendent, Center 58

10:45-11:55 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)



Planning for Change With a Communications Plan (Windsor I)
Change is inevitable. Preparation and a smooth transition hinge on your communication 
efforts. Learn how you can manage expectations, give clear information and be prepared 
for what lies ahead. We will tackle the transition of administrators, new buildings, budgets, 
bonds/levies and program changes. You will walk away with a simple communication plan 
template that you can put to work for your district, no matter what you face.  
Presenter: Stephanie Smith, director of public relations, Fort Osage R-I

Evaluation Systems That Improve Educator Performance (Windsor II)
Students learn more when teachers teach better and leaders lead more effectively. Learn how 
to test your evaluation system to determine if it is designed and being implemented in a way 
that will improve the performance of teachers and leaders. 
Presenters: Terri Parks, assistant superintendent, Meramec Valley R-III; and John Edgar, 
consultant, South Central Regional Professional Development Center

School Finance: Trends and Topics (Windsor III & IV)
Come to this session and learn about funding projections for 2016-17. The presentation also 
includes an overview of other important, finance-related topics.
Presenters: Roger Dorson, deputy commissioner, Division of Financial and Administrative 
Services; and Jennifer Jordan, coordinator of financial and administrative services, DESE

Increasing the Impact of Your School Counselor (Polo)
Effective school counselors can have a tremendously positive impact on schools and students. 
This session will provide context, resources and procedures for the new school counselor 
evaluation process, which is modeled on the DESE educator evaluation system. Invest in your 
school counselors and reap the benefits.
Presenter: Tom Schlimpert, director, Office of College and Career Readiness, DESE

12:05-1:35 p.m.  General Session, Pioneer Recognition Luncheon (Expo Center)
    State Board of Education President Charles W. Shields and
    Commissioner of Education Margie Vandeven recognize   
    Rosa Davis James, Jacqueline L. Ludwig, Chris L. Nicastro, 
    J. Christopher Straub III and Carter D. Ward for their years of
    distinguished and devoted service to public education in Missouri. 

Taking Charge of CHANGE in Missouri

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)



1:45-2:55 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Data Privacy and Security Awareness Repeat session (Parliament I)  

Curriculum and Assessment Updates: Mathematics and Science (Parliament II) 
Hear the latest information about implementation of the new Missouri Learning Standards. 
Learn how DESE can assist districts with implementation and development of district 
curriculum. 
Presenters: Jeremy Ellis, coordinator of NAEP; and John Kitchens, director of science, DESE

Grow Your Own! Strategies for Building a Teacher Pipeline Repeat session (Parliament III)

Career and Technical Education (CTE): A State and National Update (Picadilly)
CTE is receiving unprecedented attention at the national level. This session will provide the 
latest information on state and national legislation and other relevant influences on CTE 
program and service implementation.
Presenters: Jackie Jenkins, director, Lake Career and Technical Center, Camdenton R-III; and 
Dennis Harden, coordinator of career education, DESE

Growing Teachers Who Grow Students Repeat session (Windsor I) 

Bringing It All Together: Pre-Employment Transition Services Repeat session (Windsor II)

MSIP 5 Update Repeat session (Windsor III & IV)

2:55-3:15 p.m.  Refreshment Break (Lobby)

Principal Ione D. Haw and students of the Gray Summit school in Franklin County, Missouri, watch film strips of the "Living 
With Light" Supplementary Teaching Project of the Better Light Better Sight Bureau. June 1951. 

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)



3:15-4:25 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Every Student Succeeds Act Update (Parliament I)
Tell us your ideas for Missouri’s plan under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). This 
presentation will review requirements of ESSA, provide a discussion of major changes in the 
reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), and ask for your 
feedback related to the development of the state plan.
Presenters: Blaine Henningsen, assistant commissioner, Office of College and Career 
Readiness; Chris Neale, assistant commissioner, Office of Quality Schools; Lisa Sireno, 
standards and assessment administrator; and Jocelyn Strand, coordinator of school 
improvement, DESE

Increasing the Impact of Your School Counselor Repeat session (Parliament II)

Healthy Children Make Better Students: Trauma Awareness Repeat session (Parliament III)

The Equity Lab: Using Data to Achieve Equitable Outcomes for All Students
Repeat session (Picadilly)

The Status of Blended Funding for Early Learning (Windsor I)
Missouri is moving toward more effective and efficient use of federal, state and local early 
learning funding. Come find out what that means for your district’s early learning programs.  
This session will provide a clear definition of blended funding for early learning and an 
explanation of the federal waiver granted.
Presenters: Stephen Barr, assistant commissioner, Office of Special Education; Julie Cowell, 
director of federal programs; and Lana Brooks, director of early learning, DESE

Evaluation Systems That Improve Educator Performance Repeat session (Windsor II)

School Finance: Trends and Topics Repeat session  (Windsor III & IV) 

2016 Missouri Legislative Briefing Repeat session (Polo) 

Tuesday, August 2, 2016

8:00 a.m.   Breakfast Buffet (Expo Center)

8:40 a.m.   General Session (Expo Center)

    Commissioner of Education Margie Vandeven
    
    State Budget Director Dan Haug
    
    Governor Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon
    

Monday, August 1, 2016 (continued)
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       SUNDAY, JULY 31
    

    Noon-5:30 p.m.  Registration (Lobby) 
    2:00-3:00 p.m.  Commissioner’s Advisory Council By invitation only (Windsor I)
    3:15-5:15 p.m.  General Session: Ray McNulty, Keynote and Activity • Taking Charge of the Future of Learning (Expo Center)
    5:15-6:15 p.m.  Reception for New Superintendents (Windsor Ballroom)

       MONDAY, AUGUST 1
    

    6:30-10:00 a.m.  Registration (Lobby)
    7:15-8:00 a.m.  Breakfast Buffet (Expo Center)
    7:15-8:00 a.m.  Commissioner’s Breakfast for New Superintendents By invitation only (Windsor IV)
    8:15-9:15 a.m.  General Session: Pedro Noguera, Keynote • Future of Education (Expo Center)
    

    9:25-10:35 a.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
 

      •  Data Privacy and Security Awareness (Parliament I) 
      •  MASA’s Show-Me Accreditation and Assessment Task Force: Envisioning the Future (Parliament II)
      •  Grow Your Own! Strategies for Building a Teacher Pipeline (Parliament III)
      •  Curriculum and Assessment Updates: English Language Arts (ELA) and Social Studies (Picadilly)
       **Mathematics and science updates presented from 1:45-2:55 p.m.; see below
      •  Growing Teachers Who Grow Students (Windsor I)
      •  Healthy Children Make Better Students: Trauma Awareness (Windsor II)
      •  MSIP 5 Update (Windsor III & IV)
      •  2016 Missouri Legislative Briefing (Polo)

    10:45-11:55 a.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
      •  Don’t Do That, Do This: High Quality Professional Development for Exceptional Results (Parliament I) 
      •  Arts Integration and STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) (Parliament II)
      •  Bringing It All Together: Pre-Employment Transition Services (Parliament III)
      •  The Equity Lab: Using Data to Achieve Equitable Outcomes for All Students (Picadilly)
      •  Planning for Change With a Communications Plan (Windsor I)
      •  Evaluation Systems That Improve Educator Performance (Windsor II)
      •  School Finance: Trends and Topics (Windsor III & IV)
      •  Increasing the Impact of Your School Counselor (Polo)
              

    12:05-1:35 p.m.  General Session, Pioneer Recognition Luncheon (Expo Center)
       State Board of Education President Charles W. Shields
       Commissioner of Education Margie Vandeven

    1:45-2:55 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
      •  Data Privacy and Security Awareness (Parliament I) 
      •  Curriculum and Assessment Updates: Mathematics and Science (Parliament II)
      •  Grow Your Own! Strategies for Building a Teacher Pipeline (Parliament III)
      •  Career and Technical Education (CTE): A State and National Update (Picadilly)
      •  Growing Teachers Who Grow Students (Windsor I)
      •  Bringing It All Together: Pre-Employment Transition Services (Windsor II)
      •  MSIP 5 Update (Windsor III & IV)

    2:55-3:15 p.m.  Refreshment Break (Lobby)

    3:15-4:25 p.m.  CONCURRENT SESSIONS
      •  Every Student Succeeds Act Update (Parliament I) 
      •  Increasing the Impact of Your School Counselor (Parliament II)
      •  Healthy Children Make Better Students: Trauma Awareness (Parliament III)
      •  The Equity Lab: Using Data to Achieve Equitable Outcomes for All Students (Picadilly)
      •  The Status of Blended Funding for Early Learning (Windsor I)
      •  Evaluation Systems That Improve Educator Performance (Windsor II)
      •  School Finance: Trends and Topics (Windsor III & IV)
      •  2016 Missouri Legislative Briefing (Polo)

       TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
    

    8:00 a.m.  Breakfast Buffet (Expo Center)
    8:40 a.m.  General Session (Expo Center)
       Commissioner of Education Margie Vandeven
       State Budget Director Dan Haug
       Governor Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon
    

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE


