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MINUTES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN 
May 17, 2016 Meeting 16 
 
Venue: 
Jefferson State Office Building 
205 Jefferson Street, 7th Floor Conference Room, Jefferson City, MO  65101 
 

TOPIC NOTES 
Members Present Dr. Steven Coxon, Dr. Linda Smith, Dr. Lenae Lazzelle, Dr. Beth Winton, Dr. 

Robin Lady, Ms. Julia Alsobrook and Mr. David Welch 
Members Absent Mrs. Sally Holt 
I.  Call to Order 
Call to Order Dr. Smith called the meeting of the Advisory Council on the Education of 

Gifted and Talented Children to order at 10:05 a.m. on Tuesday, May 17, 
2016.   

Approval of Agenda –  
May 17, 2016 

It was moved by Dr. Lady and seconded by Dr. Winton to approve the agenda 
of the May 17, 2016 meeting.  (Yes: 5; No: 0) 

Approval of Minutes –  
March 1, 2016 

It was moved by Dr. Winton and seconded by Dr. Lazzelle to approve the 
minutes of the March 1, 2016 meeting.  Motion was carried.  (Yes: 5; No: 0) 

Chair Comments –  
Council Membership, Letter 
to Commissioner, GAMbit, 
Lunch & Learn, Other 

Chairperson Dr. Smith welcomed Ms. Julia Alsobrook to the Council. 
 
Ms. Alsobrook shared that she is honored to serve on the Council.  She has a 
background with rural and suburban gifted programs.  She was the head of 
residential life at the Missouri the Scholar’s Academy for 15 years.  She noted 
that in her opinion what the Council has accomplished thus far is remarkable.  
Her new title is Coordinator of Innovative Programs and SAGE in the North 
Kansas City School District. 
 
Dr. Smith said two members of the Council have terms expiring and they need 
to decide if they wish to request reappointment. These two members should 
write a letter to the Commissioner of Education and copy Dr. Smith to request 
reappointment or to let the Commissioner know that they will not seek 
reappointment.  Dr. Winton and Dr. Lazzelle both indicated they would like to 
serve another term.  The appointment would be for a term of four years. 
 
Dr. Smith distributed her letter to the Commissioner of Education regarding 
work the Council has accomplished and plans for the future.  Mr. Welch will 
check to see that the Commissioner received the letter. 
 
GAMbit’s last article was written by Dr. Winton.  Dr. Smith said we did not 
miss the deadline but the timing was just off, so it will be in the July issue.  
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The Council will wait until our next meeting in July to assign who will write the 
next article for GAMbit. 
 
Lunch and Learn sessions will be used to learn as much as we can.  We will not 
do the “learning” part of Lunch and Learn for the next two meetings, as time 
is needed for work on Council recommendations. 
 
Dr. Smith said there has to be a certain amount of work completed to 
determine when the Council will make its next report to the State Board of 
Education. 

II.  Updates 
DESE Report 
 

Mr. Welch informed the Council that Ms. Renee Hasty could no longer collect 
and hold money for the Council lunches.  The Council will need to decide how 
it wishes to handle lunch in the future.  
 
Dr. Lady said the Lindenwood University training day on July 19th is a full day 
of training.  The Council meets for its regular timeframe.  Lunch will be with 
participants. 
 
Mr. Welch said he has been conducting desk audits the past few weeks.  He 
said if you talk to any data people in your district, tell them to check their data 
entered to see if it is correct or needs to be fixed.  Dr. Smith asked Mr. Welch 
to keep the Council informed of any changes that the Department makes on 
collecting gifted data. 
 
It was discussed at the last meeting the possibility of creating a document that 
gave a brief history and included frequently asked questions about Missouri’s 
programs for the exceptionally gifted.  Mr. Welch was asked to create such a 
document to put on the web. 
 
Mr. Welch went to the National Convention of the Council for Exceptional 
Children (CEC) in St. Louis recently.  He attended presentation on 2e students. 
Dr. Coxon is hoping to get more involved with CEC in the future. 

Legislative Report 
 

Ms. Kyna Iman gave a legislative report.  Senate Bill 638 passed that had the 
payment adjustment for gifted education in it.  Senate Bill 586 was passed; it 
deals with how the overall formula is calculated.  It had a $78 million increase 
in what DESE received.  $750,000 for the Fine Arts Academy and Scholars 
Academy was appropriated.  Representative Travis Fitzwater is a strong 
proponent of the STEM pilot project that received $50,000.  It is five different 
grants of $10,000 each.  There was also $100,000 for AP reimbursement 
approved in the budget.   
 
Dyslexia had a lot of discussion this year.  There was $100,000 placed in the 
budget for dyslexia training and identification.  Representative Kathryn Swan 
carried that bill.  The suicide prevention training bill was passed (teacher 
training). 
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GAM Report 
 

Dr. Lady said the Governor released the funds for the Fine Arts and Scholar’s 
Academies.  The 35th Annual GAM Conference will be held at the University of 
Missouri in Columbia October 16 and 17. 
 
Dr. Lady was a speaker at the Neosho Community College recently and talked 
about the relationship between GAM and the Council.  She mainly talked from 
GAM’s perspective.  Kansas has a mandate and they are part of Special 
Education.  Parents rallied to prevent gifted education from being separated 
from Special Education.  Kansas’s numbers are half the number of gifted 
students that Missouri serves.  At the GAM Conference in October, elections 
will be held for a new slate of officers.  Dr. Lady will no longer be the 
president. 

III.  Action Items 
 None 
IV.  Old Business 
 None 
V.  Study Items 
Recommendations # 1 & # 2 
Reporting Data on Gifted 
Students and Programs 
 
Recommendations # 4 & # 5 
Identification of Under-
Represented & Twice 
Exceptional Gifted Students  

Issues related to data – Mr. Welch said a new director was hired and the 
entire data portal is being revamped.  Right now, the Council 
recommendations are part of that revamp.  The gifted information is collected 
from the districts through core data but a system has to be created to pull the 
data together from different source documents and make it accessible to the 
public. 
 
Mr. Welch also discussed with data people the possibility of moving screen 25 
out of the October collection cycle and putting it in the August collection 
cycle. 
 
Mr. Welch provided a handout for Recommendations # 4 and 5.  The Council 
spent a great deal of time going over Mr. Welch’s handout and 
recommending revisions to it. 

VI.  Lunch & Learn  
  
VII.  Study Items (continued) 
Recommendations – Update 
# 6-10 
 
New Recommendations 
• Continuum of Services 

Model 
• Modifications to State 

Guidelines (including 
Appeal Process, other key 
gifted program issues) 

 

The Council discussed recommendations 6-10 and how they could be 
reworked to increase the possibility of getting these approved.  
 
Discussions about new recommendations were put off until the next meeting.  
Members were reminded to get their updates for new recommendations and 
suggested changes to recommendations 6-10 to Dr. Smith in a timely manner.  
 

VIII.  Public Comment 
 None 
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IX.  Planning Upcoming Meeting(s) 
• Dates (2016) – July 19 

(Lindenwood), October 16 
(GAM Conference), 
November/December 

• Dates (2017) – February 
22 (GAM Day) 

• Next Meeting Topics 

 

X.  Adjournment 
 A motion was made by Dr. Lady and seconded by Dr. Coxon to adjourn.  (Yes: 6:  

No: 0 ).  The meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m.  
 
 
Attachments: 
Agenda for May 17, 2016 
Minutes of March 1, 2016 
Underrepresented Draft presented by David Welch 
Revised and New Recommendations for Action 
Unlocking Emergent Talent:  Supporting High Achievement of Low-Income, High-Ability Students by Paula  
    Olszewski-Kubilius and Jane Clarenbach 
The Twice-Exceptional Dilemma by the National Education Association 
Letter from Chairman Linda Smith to Commissioner Vandeven (March 26, 2016) 
 


