
 

MINUTES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ON THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN 
October 25, 2015 Meeting 12 
 
Venue: 
University of Missouri – South Memorial Union 
518 Hitt Street – Lathrop Conference Room 208, Columbia, MO  65211 
 

TOPIC NOTES 
Members Present Dr. Robin Lady, Mrs. Sally Holt, Dr. Linda Smith, Dr. Beth Winton, Dr. Lenae 

Lazzelle, Dr. Steven Coxon, Dr. Rosemary Hodge-Graves and Mr. David Welch 
Members Absent  
I.  Call to Order 
Call to Order Dr. Smith called the meeting of the Advisory Council on the Education of 

Gifted and Talented Children to order at 2:10 p.m. on Sunday, October 25, 
2015.   

Approval of Agenda –  
October 25, 2015 

It was moved by Mrs. Sally Holt and seconded by Dr. Winton to approve the 
agenda of the October 25, 2015 meeting.  (Yes: 7; No: 0) 

Approval of Minutes –  
July 20, 2015 

It was moved by Dr. Winton and seconded by Dr. Graves to approve the 
minutes of the July 20, 2015 meeting.  Motion was carried.  (Yes: 7; No: 0) 

Chair Comments –  
Rules communication, New 
contact information, GAMbit 
article, Other 

Dr. Smith distributed copies of the recommended changes to the 
administrative rules as directed by the Council.  Dr. Smith has not received an 
official response from the Department on these recommendations.  Mr. 
Welch explained that the Department was only going to make changes in the 
wording of rules for clarification purposes at this time and that substantive 
change would be open for discussion after these clarification changes were 
adopted. 
 
Dr. Smith reminded the membership that it was important to communicate to 
the entire Council anytime a member had changes to their contact 
information. 
 
Dr. Smith distributed a schedule of assignments for Council members detailing 
when they were responsible for writing an article for the GAMbit and for 
conducting the lunch and learn. 
 
Dr. Smith discussed the annual report and proposed that we need to gather 
additional information on the five recommendations that were not adopted 
by the Department and present a stronger case of why they should be 
implemented.   
 
Dr. Smith distributed a document outlining the dates of past meetings and 
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discussed the pattern of meetings that seemed to work well for the Council in 
the past.  Dr. Smith suggested we follow a similar pattern in the future and 
make any changes as they became necessary.  Dr. Lazzelle reminded all 
members that the meeting in conjunction with the GAM New Teacher 
Workshop at Lindenwood University would be on July 19.  Dr. Smith informed 
everyone that the corresponding date for the May meeting with the State 
Board was scheduled for May 17.    

II.  Public Comment 
 Two members of the public attended the meeting; Ms. Tory O’Brien from the 

Waynesville School District, and Kyna Iman the Gifted Association of Missouri 
(GAM) Legislative Consultant. 

III.  Updates 
DESE 
 

Mr. Welch reported that the requirements for gifted certification would 
change on January 1, 2017.  At that time 6 additional hours of course work 
would be required to obtain the gifted certification endorsement.  The Council 
discussed this change and possible impacts it might have on gifted education 
in Missouri.  Dr. Smith advised Mr. Welch to contact the appropriate 
individuals at the Department and see if a meeting could be arranged with the 
university representatives offering the coursework, administrators of gifted 
programs and additional interested parties to discuss these changes and get 
further clarification on the language of the changes and discuss possible 
implications and any process that exists for changes to the new requirements.  
Several Council members discussed possible actions the Council should 
consider taking.  The consensus was to table the matter until the December 
meeting and then see what actions might be considered.  Mr. Welch 
explained actions he was taking to try and develop resources for districts on 
model acceleration policies. 

Legislation 
 

Kyna Iman reported that the Gifted Association of Missouri was again going to 
try and secure sponsors for legislation that would reestablish a payment 
adjustment clause for gifted, create a weight in the foundation formula 
earmarked for gifted, and mandate gifted services in all public schools.  

GAM 
 

On behalf of GAM, Dr. Lady thanked everyone for all they do for gifted 
education and gifted kids in Missouri.  One way that GAM was trying to 
support the efforts of the Council was by taking the Council recommendation 
for mandate services for gifted students and including that on their legislative 
agenda.  Dr. Lady informed the Council that the GAM Board of Directors 
would be having a retreat in December to discuss how the Association could 
better work to improve gifted education in the state.  Dr. Lazzelle thanked Dr. 
Smith for mentioning GAM’s role in sponsoring legislation that created the 
Council.  Dr. Lazzelle said it was very important for the people at the GAM 
Conference to know that their work produced tangible benefits for gifted 
education.  

IV.  Action Items 
 None 
V.  Old Business 
 None 
VI.  Discussion Items 
Annual Report - 2016 Dr. Smith reported that EdPlus had agreed to assist the Council in producing 
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the Council’s second annual report. A consensus was reached that having a 
report in December 2016 rather than May 2016 would be a good idea.  It 
would give the Council a full year of data for comparisons and would give the 
Council additional time to create the document.  A discussion was held 
regarding adding new recommendations to the next report.  It was agreed 
that the recommendations already made and not implemented needed to be 
kept and needed to have additional information developed to make the case 
for their implementation.  In addition, it was agreed that focusing on a few, 
important recommendations should take priority over adding large numbers 
of new recommendations each year. 

VII.  Study Items 
Recommendations # 1-5 
David Welch 

Mr. Welch reported on the movement forward in implementing the first five 
recommendations.  Recommendations 1 & 2 are progressing slower than 
expected because of the workload the Department’s Data Section. This year, 
there has been a delay on getting the state assessment data, thus postponing 
data analysis for district accreditations.  Recommendation 3 will be 
implemented at the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year.  
Recommendation 4 & 5 are being studied now and discussions are going on 
with the selected experts in the state and nation to develop a workable model 
that can be a resource for school districts.  Discussions are continuing within 
the Department sections impacted to ensure coordination of rules and 
policies effecting students.   

Recommendation # 6 
Dr. Coxon 

Dr. Coxon will report at the next Council meeting on additional information 
for recommendation 6.  

Recommendation # 9 
Dr. Winton 

Dr. Winton shared the results of her research on mandates in all the states. 
Dr. Winton will be emailing all members of the Council a copy of the 
spreadsheet with her results.  To date, only 7 states have not responded to 
her email request for information.  The preliminary data indicates that all the 
states that border Missouri have a mandate in law.  In the top 10 by 20 states, 
6 states have a mandate in law or administrative rule.  

Discussion of 
Recommendations # 7 & # 8 

Dr. Lazzelle is developing additional information.  She is specifically looking at 
changes Missouri State University is proposing to their teacher preparation 
program.  Dr. Smith asked that we look at the standards specific to the 
Psychology of the Exceptional Child course to see what is required in covering 
information about gifted students.  Dr. Lazzelle asked Mrs. Tory O’Brien what 
her research in this area had revealed.  Mrs. O’Brien said that she had only 
looked at her district which provided a very small sample size but that what 
she was doing was trying to add to her building level goals a specific goal for 
teacher preparation about gifted students and in that way it would be 
monitored and needed to be addressed. 

Future Recommendations 
Setting Priorities (see AASA 
article) 

Dr. Smith said she felt very strongly that we needed to build new information 
as a rationale for implementing the existing recommendations that have not 
been implemented.  In addition, the Council needs to stay focused on key 
issues facing gifted education in the state.  The Council as a whole agrees.    

VIII.  Planning Upcoming Meeting(s) 
Review annual calendar 
 

December 11, 2015 will be a “snow make-up” date.  Upcoming meetings will 
be scheduled for January 15, 2016, March 1, 2016, May 17, 2016, and July 19, 
2016. 
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Dates 
(Note:  December 3 deleted) 

 

Next Meeting Topic(s) 
Recommendations 

Gifted teacher certification; Levels of Service model 

IX.  Adjournment 
 A motion was made by Dr. Lazzelle and seconded by Dr. Coxon to adjourn.  (Yes: 

7:  No: 0).  The meeting adjourned at 4:37 p.m.  
 
Attachments: 
Agenda for October 25, 2015 
Minutes of July 20, 2015 
Gifted Council Assignments 
Gifted Advisory Council Annual Meeting Schedule 
DESE Rules – Submission 
5 CSR 20-100.110 – Programs for Gifted Children – Administrative Rules 
Recommendations for Action – March 2015 – Leadership Assignments 
State Statutes Related to Gifted and Talented Education – Mandates in five states 
Table D:  State Policies that Support Gifted Learners 
Expanding the View of Giftedness 
Discussion – Recommendation for 2016 & Beyond 
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