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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 1: 
 
All Missouri students will graduate college and career ready.  
 
SUMMARY: 
 
On June 15-17, 2016, panels of educators were convened by the science member states of Dynamic 
Learning Maps (DLM) to establish achievement levels for the science alternate assessment (MAP-A) 
administered in Spring 2016. 
 
The achievement-level setting process used to determine the cut-score recommendations will be covered 
during the presentation of this agenda item  
 
 
PRESENTER: 
 
Blaine Henningsen, Assistant Commissioner, and Lisa Sireno, Standards and Assessment Administrator, 
Office of College and Career Readiness, will assist with the presentation and discussion of this agenda 
item.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Department recommends that the State Board of Education approve the cut scores for MAP-A 
Science as presented. 
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SETTING THE STANDARD:  
MISSOURI ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
ALTERNATE SCIENCE ASSESSMENT 

Missouri Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education August 2016 1 



Alternate Assessments 

The MAP-Alternate Assessment (MAP-A) is designed to 
promote enhanced capacities and integrated life 
opportunities and is administered only to students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities who meet 
grade level and eligibility criteria.  
 
The MAP-A measures student performance, based on 
alternate achievement standards that are aligned with 
Missouri's Learning Standards. 
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Setting the Standard: 
Alternate Assessments 
 The achievement-level setting activity was conducted 

June 15 – 17, 2016 in Kansas City, MO. 
 Panels of educators convened by Dynamic Learning 

Maps (DLM) member states. 
 Panel of educators had experience in science and 

the teaching of students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. 

 Panel of educators closely examined assessment 
content to determine threshold scores for each 
achievement level. 
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Alternate Science: Cut Point Recommendation 

Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 11 

Basic 10 10 8 

Proficient 17 16 16 

Advanced 25 23 23 
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Achievement Level – Missouri Impact Data 

Performance 
Level 

Grade 5 Grade 8 Grade 11 

Below Basic 63.1% 50.1% 55.7% 

Basic 17.6% 23.8% 23.1% 

Proficient 15.9% 20.4% 15.3% 

Advanced 3.4% 5.6% 5.9% 

Proficient/ 
Advanced 

19.3% 26.1% 21.2% 
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Missouri Alternate Science Assessment 
Impact Data: Grades 5, 8 and 11 
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