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ABCTE



• ABCTE is a national organization which offers teacher 
certification. 

• This route to certification was approved by the Missouri 
legislature in 2003.

• An ABCTE certificate is currently accepted by 11 states.

American Board for Certification of Teacher 
Excellence (ABCTE)



American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence (ABCTE) Requirements

Bachelor Degree

2.75 GPA overall and in content area 

Pass ABCTE Professional Teaching Knowledge and 
Subject Matter Exams

Earn the ABCTE certificate
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Missouri accepts ABCTE certificates for the following subject 
areas:

 Elementary Education
 English/Language Arts
 Math
 U.S./World History
 Biology
 Chemistry
 General science 
 Physics

ABCTE



Upon issuance of the ABCTE certificate, an 
individual may apply for a Missouri initial 
professional teaching certificate.

ABCTE
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• Applicants per year: ~200
• Certified to date: 1,508
• Working in Missouri Schools: 978
• Retention Rate: 65%

ABCTE Data
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ABCTE Data
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SUBJECT_AREA GRADE_LEVEL Total
BIOLOGY 9-12 106
CHEMISTRY 9-12 15
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 1-6 479
ENGLISH 9-12 299
GENERAL SCIENCE 5-9 178
GENERAL SCIENCE 9-12 182
LANGUAGE ARTS 5-9 291
MATHEMATICS 5-9 193
MATHEMATICS 9-12 200
PHYSICS 9-12 12
SOCIAL SCIENCE 5-9 230
SOCIAL SCIENCE 9-12 231

TOTAL CERTIFICATES ISSUED 2416
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Certificate Updates
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• MACCE recommended discontinuing the issuance of Unified 
Science certificates.

• Presented to State Board at its December meeting.
• Public comment ends April 1, 2019. 

Unified Science 
Certificates



Rule Timeline for Unified Science Certificates

State Board of Education (SBE) Approved December 6, 2018
Governor Review (30-day period begins) December 13, 2018
Governor Review Period Ends January 14, 2019
Filed Concurrently with SOS/JCAR/OA January 19, 2019
Published in the Missouri Register (MoReg) March 1, 2019 est. (02/01/2019 is the deadline for the 03/01/2019 

MoReg)
30-day Comment Period Ends (90-day period begins for filing 
Order of Rulemaking)

April 1, 2019

Order of Rulemaking Approved by the SBE April 15-16, 2019 
Order Filed with JCAR April 19, 2019 (Last day to file order with JCAR is 05/29/19)

30-day JCAR Review Period Ends May 20, 2019
Order Filed with SOS May 24, 2019
Order Published in MoReg July 1, 2019 (06/03/2019 is the deadline for the 07/01/2019 

MoReg)
Full Text of Rule Published in Code of State Regulations (CSRs) July 31, 2019 

Effective Date of Rule (30 days after publication in CSRs) August 30, 2019

90-day Period Ends for Filing Order of Rulemaking with SOS (rule 
will lapse if Order is not filed before this date)

July 1, 2019

Estimated Timeline for 5 CSR 20-400.250, 20-400.280, 20-400.540
SOS=Secretary of State; JCAR=Joint Committee on Administrative Rules; OA=Office of Administration

Effective Date



 Rule changes were presented to State Board of Education at its March meeting. 
 Clarifies language, including that acceptable semester hours must be completed through 

a regionally accredited institution
 Must complete 1 hour of professional development annually to renew
 Rule-making process takes approximately 7-9 months

60 semester 
hours

Accredited IHE

Valid for 4 years

Substitute 
Certificate



Computer Science K-12 Certificate

• Add-on certificate only
• Available beginning 7/1/2019
• Will be added by passing computer science content assessment
• Educator Preparation and Pearson are developing an assessment 

based on computer science standards recommended by Office of 
Quality Schools 
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Literacy Requirements
 New Literacy requirements approved by State Board
 Become effective August 1, 2019
 Educator Preparation Programs are currently updating their programs
 Areas of Certification:

 Elementary Education
 Early Childhood Education
 Early Childhood Special Education
 Mild/Moderate Cross Categorical Special Education
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Administrator Certificates
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Proposed Rule Changes:

Principal Certificate

• New Name: School Leader K-12
• Amend requirements to align with the current Professional 

Standards for Educational Leaders (PSEL).
• Replace Principal K-8, 5-9, & 7-12
• Update Field and Clinical Experiences  

o 3 semester hours, minimum of 300 clock hours
o Includes a Major and Minor field experience
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• Amend requirements to align with the current 
Professional Standards for Educational Leaders 
(PSEL).

• Review proposed coursework requirements 
specific to CTE leadership.

Career Ed Director 
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• Amend requirements to align with the current 
Professional Standards for Educational Leaders 
(PSEL).

• Review proposed requirements specific to Special 
Education leadership

Special Ed Director K-12

18



Transition Administrator Certificate

Proposed  Rule Changes
 Complete a minimum of 8 semester hours towards an EdS or EdD

in educational administration 
OR

 Demonstrated mastery of Leadership Development System 
Competencies at the Emerging Level 5 micro-credentials
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Career Administrator Certificate

Proposed  Rule Change:
 Earned EdS or EdD in educational administration 

OR
 Demonstrated mastery of Leadership Development System 

Competencies at the Developing Level 5 micro-credentials
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Temporary Authorization Certificate
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Temporary Authorization Certificate (TAC)

One-year, renewable, certificate
Eligibility Criteria:
 Bachelor’s Degree in a Content Area
 Minimum GPA of 2.75 Overall and 3.00 in Content Area 
 Employment with a Missouri School District
 Offered for areas of middle school, secondary, or special 

education
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TAC Requirements

 DESE-specified professional education coursework 
(minimum of 24 semester hours)

 Pass 2 assessments: one in content area & one in 
pedagogy

 2 years of mentoring
 2 years of teaching experience
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TAC Numbers

2018: 203
2017: 190
2016: 104
2015: 123

Majority of TAC’s (over ½) are for 
Mild/Moderate Cross Categorical Special Ed
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Margery.tanner@dese.mo.gov
certification@dese.mo.gov

Contact Information

mailto:Margery.tanner@dese.mo.gov
mailto:certification@dese.mo.gov
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