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DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 3:  
 
Missouri will prepare, develop, and support effective educators. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
John H. Landes holds a lifetime certificate of license to teach in the area of Art, grades K‒12. His 
certification is current and active. 
 
On June 1, 2012, Mr. Landes pled guilty to one (1) count of the Felony, Driving While Intoxicated - 
Persistent Offender, committed on March 21, 2012 and two (2) counts of the Misdemeanor, 
Leaving the Scene of a Motor Vehicle Accident.  Mr. Landes was sentenced to four (4) years’ 
incarceration with the Department of Corrections for the felony and 30 days’ in jail for the two (2) 
misdemeanors.  
 
On June 1 2012, Mr. Landes pled guilty to one (1) count of the Felony, Driving While Intoxicated- 
Persistent Offender, committed on November 19, 2010.  Mr. Landes was sentenced to four (4) 
years’ incarceration with the Department of Corrections.    
 
On June 1, 2012, Mr. Landes pled guilty to one (1) count of the Felony, Driving While Intoxicated - 
Persistent Offender, committed on March 10, 2012.  Mr. Landes was sentenced to four (4) years’ 
incarceration with the Department of Corrections. 
 
Mr. Landes received notice of the hearing, but was neither present nor represented by counsel. 
 
PRESENTER(S): 
 
William Thornton, General Counsel, will participate in the presentation and discussion of this 
agenda item.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education revoke Mr. Landes’ teaching certification 
pursuant to its authority under Mo. Rev. Stat. § 168.071 (Supp. 2014).   
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1                         PROCEEDINGS

2               MS. QUETSCH:  This is the hearing in the

3  matter of Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

4  versus John Landes and has been designated Hearing 14-033.

5  This hearing is being held pursuant to Section 168.071 of

6  the Revised Statutes of Missouri, which authorizes the

7  State Board of Education to suspend or revoke a certificate

8  of license to teach if a certificate holder has pleaded to

9  or been found guilty of a felony or crime involving moral

10  turpitude under the laws of this state, or other any other

11  state, or in the United States, or any other country

12  whether or not sentence is imposed, or there is evidence of

13  incompetence, immorality, or neglect of duty by the

14  certificate holder.

15               Administrative rules adopted by the State

16  Board Education pursuant to the statute authorizes the

17  Commissioner of Education to designate a hearing officer in

18  these matters.  My name is Cynthia Quetsch and I have been

19  designated to hear this case.  Unless otherwise provided

20  under 168.071, this hearing is being pursuant to the

21  Procedural Rules of Chapter 563, the Administrative

22  Procedures Act.

23               The certificate holder, John Landes, is not

24  present at this hearing either personally or through

25  counsel.  Assistant Attorney General Curtis Schube is
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1  present on behalf of the state.  Would you like to make an

2  opening statement?

3               MR. SCHUBE:  I will make a short one.  This

4  case is about a teacher, John H. Landes, who pled guilty to

5  four separate counts of driving while intoxicated,

6  persistent offenders and two separate counts of leaving the

7  scene of a motor vehicle accident.  Before driving while

8  intoxicated persistent offender convictions for each felony

9  convictions, all four driving while intoxicated persistent

10  offender convictions and the two leaving the scene of an

11  accident convictions were crimes of moral turpitude.

12  Accordingly, Landes is subject to discipline of his three

13  teaching certificates pursuant to Section 168.071.1(1)

14  RSMo.

15               MS. QUETSCH:  You may call your first witness.

16               MR. SCHUBE:  I call Billie Keim.

17  BILLIE JO KEIM, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

18  follows:

19          Q    Can you state your name and spell it for the

20  record, please?

21          A    Billie Jo Keim; B-i-l-l-i-e, J-o, K-e-i-m.

22          Q    And by whom are you employed?

23          A    Missouri Department of Elementary and

24  Secondary Education.

25          Q    And what is your position with the Department?

7
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1          A    Legal assistant.

2          Q    What are your responsibilities as a legal

3  assistant?

4          A    Some of my responsibilities include scheduling

5  disciplinary hearings, and notifying the appropriate

6  parties.

7          Q    And when you schedule the hearings do you

8  serve the notice on them; is that correct?

9          A    Yes.

10          Q    And did you send such a notice to Mr. Landes,

11  the respondent?

12          A    Yes.

13          Q    And I previously handed you what's been marked

14  as Exhibit 1.  Do you recognize that document?

15          A    Yes.

16          Q    What is it?

17          A    This a letter of along with the complaint

18  notifying Mr. Landes of the hearing, the date, time, and

19  location of the hearing.

20          Q    And to what address did you send the notice

21  to?

22          A    2229 Morconey Avenue, Apartment 2, St. Louis,

23  Missouri 63110.

24          Q    And how did you get that address?

25          A    This address came from the Attorney General's

8



 JOHN LANDES   12/17/2014

www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376 Fax: 314.644.1334
MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Page 5

1  office.

2               MR. SCHUBE:  And just for the record I would

3  like to tell the hearing officer that I had contacted the

4  parole officer who gave me this address.

5          Q    So did you -- first of all did you receive the

6  certificate back when you sent the certified mail to him?

7          A    Yes, it came back unclaimed.

8          Q    Okay.  Did you also send it via first class

9  mail?

10          A    Yes.

11          Q    And did you receive that mail back?

12          A    No.

13          Q    Okay.  Does that indicate to you that the

14  letter did get to him?

15          A    Yes.

16          Q    Okay.  So Exhibit 1 is that a true and

17  accurate copy of the notice and complaint that you sent to

18  him?

19          A    Yes.

20          Q    And was this kept in your file in the regular

21  course of business?

22          A    Yes.

23          Q    And Exhibit 2, do you recognize that document?

24          A    Yes.

25          Q    What is it?
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1          A    It's a copy of the envelope from the certified

2  mail, this was returned unclaimed.

3          Q    Okay.  Is that a true and accurate copy of

4  what you received back?

5          A    Yes.

6          Q    And does it give the same address that you had

7  on the letterhead that you had on the notice?

8          A    Yes.

9          Q    And again you did send two letters; is that

10  correct?

11          A    Yes.

12               MR. SCHUBE:  Okay.  I would like to offer

13  Exhibits 1 and 2.

14               MS. QUETSCH:  They are received.

15               MR. SCHUBE:  That's all I have for Ms. Keim.

16               MS. QUETSCH:  Call your next witness.

17               MR. SCHUBE:  I call Margery Tanner.

18  MARGERY TANNER, having been first duly sworn, testifies as

19  follows:

20          Q    Could you please state your name for the

21  record?

22          A    Margery Tanner.

23          Q    And, Ms. Tanner, by whom are you employed?

24          A    The Department of Elementary and Secondary

25  Education.
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1          Q    What is your position with the Department?

2          A    I am the director for Educator Certification.

3          Q    And what are your responsibilities in that

4  position?

5          A    I license educators for the State of Missouri.

6          Q    Do your duties include maintaining teacher

7  certification records?

8          A    Yes.

9          Q    I have put a packet of documents, one of which

10  is labeled as Exhibit 3, on your desk over there.  Do you

11  recognize Exhibit 3there?

12          A    Yes, I do.

13          Q    And what is it?

14          A    This is a certification record for John

15  Landes.

16          Q    All right.  Is this a computer printout?

17          A    Yes, it is.

18          Q    And does the information in that computer kept

19  by the Department in the regular course of business?

20          A    Yes, it is.

21          Q    Is this a true and accurate copy of what the

22  computer would print out if you were to do that here today?

23          A    Yes.

24          Q    Now, according to this Exhibit 3 does

25  Mr. Landes hold any certificates?
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1          A    Yes, he does.

2          Q    What certificate does he hold?

3          A    He holds a lifetime teaching certificate for

4  the area of art grades K-12.

5          Q    When was this certificate issued?

6          A    February 1, 1978.

7          Q    And is this certificate active today?

8          A    Yes, it is.

9          Q    And when will his certificate expire?

10          A    It does not expire.

11          Q    Now, does this record reflect whether

12  Mr. Landes is currently teaching anywhere in Missouri?

13          A    No, it does not.

14          Q    Does it indicate when the last time he would

15  have taught is?

16          A    Well, the staff assignment report will reflect

17  back ten years and it shows that he has no district

18  reporting him for the past ten years.

19               MR. SCHUBE:  Okay.  I would like to offer

20  Exhibit 3.

21               MS. QUETSCH:  It's received.

22               MR. SCHUBE:  I have nothing further for

23  Ms. Tanner.

24               MS. QUETSCH:  Anything else?

25               MR. SCHUBE:  I would lake to also offer
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1  Exhibits 4, 5, 6, and 7.  These records establish

2  Mr. Landes for felony DWI persistent offender convictions

3  and the two leaving the scene of an accident conviction.

4  All of those crimes are crimes of moral turpitude, two of

5  them -- four of them are felonies and each of them

6  establish cause to discipline Mr. Landes' license.

7               MS. QUETSCH:  And four is the court record,

8  I'm trying to distinguish them.  We'll just say from

9  June 2012.  And you're offering that?

10               MR. SCHUBE:  Yes, sorry I would like to offer

11  them pursuant to Section 490 RSMo.

12               MS. QUETSCH:  And five?  What's the

13  difference?

14               MR. SCHUBE:  There is four separate incidents

15  where he had DWI convictions so each of those are one of

16  those incidents.  The leaving of the scene of the accident

17  and one of the DWI are 4, and then 5, 6, and 7 are each

18  their own individual DWI.

19               MS. QUETSCH:  Okay.  They are all received.

20               MR. SCHUBE:  That's all the evidence that I

21  have.

22               MS. QUETSCH:  Did you want to make a closing

23  statement?

24               MR. SCHUBE:  I just ask that the Department of

25  Elementary and Secondary Education find cause to discipline

13
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1  and impose the appropriate discipline.

2               MS. QUETSCH:  Thank you.  That will close the

3  record.

4               (Hearing concluded at 9:23 a.m.)
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1                   CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2  STATE OF MISSOURI   )

                     ) ss.

3  COUNTY OF COLE      )

4               I, Jenna Petree, Certified Court Reporter

5  #1347(T), do hereby certify that the witness whose

6  testimony appears in the foregoing deposition was duly

7  sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness was taken

8  by me to the best of my ability and thereafter reduced to

9  typewriting under my direction; that I am neither counsel

10  for, related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the

11  action in which this deposition was taken, and further that

12  I am not a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel

13  employed by the parties thereto, nor financially or

14  otherwise interested in the outcome of the action.
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17                               Certified Court Reporter
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