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OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS:        ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS:        
GUIDANCE FOR IEP TEAMS 

If you are not able to hear audio, please do the following:

•Check to see if your speakers are on, plugged-in and the volume is turned-

This webinar will begin at 10:00 a.m. - Please print handouts and have available

Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

y p , p gg
up (not muted).
•Click the “Meeting” tab, then click “Manage My Settings” and then click the 
“Audio Setup Wizard”. Run through the wizard to test your equipment
.•If you can’t hear the audio, please watch the recorded version when the 
connection/system is working.

February 28, 2013

 Today’s webinar will be in “listen-only” mode (with text chat).

Participating in this Webinar 

 Please print the handouts and have available 

 Note that all DESE webinars are listed at 
http://dese.mo.gov/webinar/.   Be sure to check this page 
often, as new presentations are made available.  Most 
programs will also send out information about the events to their 
mailing lists. 

 This webinar is being recorded. To find the recording, visit the 
webinar Web page and click on the “Webinars - Recorded” 
button. 

 Recordings, presentations, and other documents will be posted to 
the DESE website after the event.



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

February 13, 2013

2

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENTS:  

GUIDANCE FOR IEP TEAMS

February 28, 2013
Missouri Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education

Webinar Team



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

February 13, 2013

3

Learning Objectives

1.  Understand how participation in alternate 
assessments impacts district and state monitoring assessments impacts district and state monitoring 
data

2.  Understand the 1% only affects accountability  -
NOT eligibility for participation

3.  Know the legal foundation for the alternate 
assessment

4.  Know the criteria and be able to apply the criteria 
to make IEP team decisions regarding eligibility for 
participation in the alternate assessment

Learning Objectives (continued)

5.  Be able to document decisions  regarding alternate 
assessments on the IEPassessments on the IEP

6.  Know how to select alternate assessments for 
district-wide assessments

7.  Know the implications for changing from alternate 
assessment to general education assessment

8.  Know where to get additional assistance and 
resources
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A little background . . .A little background . . .

Learning objective #1

Understand how participation 
in alternate assessments 
i  di i  d  

Learning objective #1

impacts district and state 
monitoring data
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State Performance Plan (SPP)

Annual 
P f  

District’s 
S i l Ed i  Performance 

Report (APR)
Special Education 
Profile

State Performance Plan (Part B)

Indicator 3 – Participation and performance of 
children with disabilities on statewide children with disabilities on statewide 
assessments:

 A. Percent of districts with a disability subgroup that 
meets the State’s minimum “n” size that meet the 
State’s AYP targets for the disability subgroup

 B. Participation rate for children with IEPsp
 C. Proficiency rate for children with IEPs against 

grade level, modified and alternate academic 
achievement standards.
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Learning objective #2

Understand the 1% only affects 
accountability  -

Learning objective #2

accountability  -

NOT eligibility for participation

The 1%:   Fiction  vs. Fact

FICTION FACT

 ALL eligible students can 
participate in the 
alternate assessment

Th  1% l  l  

 Only 1% of students in 
the district or state can 
participate in the 
alternate assessment

 The 1% rule applies 
ONLY for accountability 
purposes NOT 
participation

 Individual student 
reports are changed 
based on the 1% 
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Learning objective #3

Know the legal foundation for 
the alternate assessment

Learning objective #3

How the laws and regulations work together

MO 

IDEA

MO 
State 
Plan 

No Child 
Left Behind 

(NCLB)
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Learning objective #4

Know the criteria and be able to 
apply the criteria to make IEP team 
decisions regarding eligibility for 

Learning objective #4

decisions regarding eligibility for 
participation in the alternate 
assessment

FLOW CHART                                                     CHECKLIST
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• IDEA requires  assessments be valid and reliable but provides no  
guidance in determining most significant cognitive disabilities

Most Significant Cognitive Disability

• IDEA requires  assessments be valid and reliable but provides no  
guidance in determining most significant cognitive disabilities

• Trained personnel should determine cognitive functioning level  using
professional resources

Most Significant Cognitive Disability



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

February 13, 2013

12

• IDEA requires  assessments be valid and reliable but provides no  
guidance in determining most significant cognitive disabilities.

• Trained personnel should determine cognitive functioning level  using
professional resources.

• Cognitive Disability Ranges and Levels of Support:g y g pp
•IQ 50–55 to 70; children require mild support; 
•IQ 35–40 to 50–55; children require moderate supervision and assistance; 
•IQ 20–25 to 35–40; can be taught basic life skills and simple tasks with 
supervision; 
•IQ below 20–25; usually caused by a neurological condition; require 
constant care.

• The student may not be able to achieve a valid/reliable score on an IQ test.

Most Significant Cognitive Disability

The student may not be able to achieve a valid/reliable score on an IQ test.

• IDEA requires  assessments be valid and reliable but provides no  
guidance in determining most significant cognitive disabilities.

• Trained personnel should determine cognitive functioning level  using
professional resources.

• Cognitive Disability Ranges and Levels of Support:g y g pp
•IQ 50–55 to 70; children require mild support; 
•IQ 35–40 to 50–55; children require moderate supervision and assistance; 
•IQ 20–25 to 35–40; can be taught basic life skills and simple tasks with 
supervision; 
•IQ below 20–25; usually caused by a neurological condition; require 
constant care.

• The student may not be able to achieve a valid/reliable score on an IQ test.

Most Significant Cognitive Disability

The student may not be able to achieve a valid/reliable score on an IQ test.

• Adaptive skills and behavior must be commensurate with cognitive
ability and fall within the most significant categorization ranges.
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NO

NO
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NO
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NO

NO
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NO

Determining Eligibility . . .

Any “NO” Criterion = NOT eligible to 
participate in the alternate assessment

All “YES” Criterion = ELIGIBLE to participate 
in the alternate assessment
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Learning objective #5

Be able to document decisions  
regarding alternate 
assessments on the IEP

Learning objective #5

assessments on the IEP

Present Level of Academic Performance

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/
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Special Considerations: 

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

Annual Measurable Goals
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Form D- Part 1: State Assessment

Form D- Part 1: State Assessment

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\
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Form E: District-Wide Assessments

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

Learning objective #6

Know how to select alternate 
assessments for district-wide 
assessments

Learning objective #6
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Consistent with the Purpose of Assessment

President’s 
Physical Fitness Yes? Yes with 

NO –
participate 

Assess 
physical Physical Fitness 

Test accommodations?
participate 
in alternate

physical 
fitness

Stanford 10 
Test of 

Achievement
Yes? Yes with 

accommodations?

NO –
participate 
in alternate

Assess 
achievement

Otis-Lennon 
School Ability 

Test
Yes? Yes with 

accommodations?

NO –
participate 
in alternate

Assess 
ability

The Missouri Alternative Assessment is a state-wide assessment, and 
CANNOT be used as an alternative to a district-wide assessment of 
student achievement.

Learning objective #7

Know the implications for 
changing from alternate 
assessment to general 

Learning objective #7

education assessment
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Considerations for the IEP Team . . .

 What accommodations will the student require to 
participate in the regular assessment to best participate in the regular assessment to best 
demonstrate their skills and abilities?

 What accommodations/modifications will the 
student require in order to access the general 
education curriculum?

 What supplementary aids and services will the 
student require in order to access the general 
education curriculum?

Remember:

Each LEA must ensure that. . .
 during every school year  during every school year 
 every student (with or without disabilities) 
 is accountable for participating in the state 

assessment (either regular or the alternate)

IEP Teams should carefully consider the timing of y g
the review and revision of the IEP (either annual 
or amended) to ensure the student has access to 
the indicators assessed by state assessment 
he/she will be participating in during that school 
year
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Learning objective #8

Know where to get additional 
assistance and resources

Learning objective #8

Department Resources

Compliance     573-751-0699

Effective Practices      573-751-0187

Assessment      573-751-3545

Accountability  573-526-4886



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

February 13, 2013

26

FLOW CHART

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\
/

CHECKLIST

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/
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GUIDANCE  DOCUMENT
/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/

TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE  BULLETIN

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/
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QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?

Alternate Assessments:  Guidance for IEP Teams

www.dese.mo.gov/top10by20


