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1            (Start time:  9:30 a.m.)

2                  P R O C E E D I N G S

3            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  We'll go on

4 the record.

5            This hearing is in the matter of the

6 Department of Elementary and Secondary Education versus

7 Reid B. Huffman and has been designated Hearing

8 No. 16-013.

9            This hearing is being held pursuant to

10 Section 168.071 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri,

11 which authorizes the State Board of Education to suspend

12 or revoke a certificate of license to teach if the

13 certificate holder has pleaded to or been found guilty

14 of a felony or crime involving moral turpitude under the

15 laws of this state or any other state or of the

16 United States or any other country whether or not

17 sentence is imposed.

18            Administrative rules adopted by the State

19 Board of Education pursuant to the statute authorizes

20 the Commissioner of Education to designate a hearing

21 officer in these matters.  My name is Kristen A. Morrow,

22 and I've been designated to hear this case.

23            Unless otherwise provided under

24 Section 168.071, this hearing is being held pursuant to

25 the procedural rules of Chapter 536 of the

6



TRANSCRIPT OF  PROCEEDINGS   4/21/2016

www.midwestlitigation.com Phone: 1.800.280.3376 Fax: 314.644.1334
MIDWEST LITIGATION SERVICES

Page 4

1 Administrative Procedures Act.

2            And let the record show that the certificate

3 holder, Reid B. Huffman, is present at the hearing,

4 though not represented by counsel.  I'll let the record

5 also show that Felicia Crawford-Randle is present on

6 behalf of the State.

7            Okay.  So, Ms. Randle, do you have an opening

8 statement that you would like to make?

9            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Yes.

10            Good morning.  We are here today regarding

11 Reid Huffman who currently holds a lifetime certificate

12 to teach physical education for Grades 7 through 12.

13            The evidence will show that Mr. Huffman was

14 charged with resisting arrest.  On September 7th, 2014

15 Mr. Huffman pled guilty to a Misdemeanor A count of

16 resisting arrest in violation of the statutes pled in

17 the Complaint.

18            Mr. Huffman's lifetime certificate to teach

19 is subject to discipline under the statutes pled in the

20 Complaint because his offense was a crime of moral

21 turpitude.

22            Mr. Huffman mentioned beforehand that he

23 would be willing to stipulate to notice and the fact

24 that he does have a license, so I won't be putting on

25 any evidence regarding that.

7
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1            I would like to enter into evidence my

2 Exhibit 3, which is a certified court record that

3 contains his plea -- his pleading of guilty.

4            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  And I

5 believe, Mr. Huffman, you have a copy of this?  You were

6 provided a copy of this?

7            MR. HUFFMAN:  I think so.  I don't have --

8            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  It should be in the

9 back of Exhibit 3?

10            MR. HUFFMAN:  You gave this to me?

11            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Yes.

12            MR. HUFFMAN:  And it's in the back?

13            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Yes.

14            MR. HUFFMAN:  What page was that?

15            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  It's marked Exhibit 3.

16            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  It should be

17 Exhibit 3.  It says Exhibit 3 down here in the corner.

18            MR. HUFFMAN:  Yeah, I see Exhibit 3.

19            Now, what do you need to know?

20            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  I just want to make

21 sure you received a copy of it.

22            MR. HUFFMAN:  Oh, okay.  Yeah.  Yeah.

23            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Did you have

24 anything further you want to say about Exhibit 3?

25            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  No.  It just shows that

8
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1 he pled guilty to that offense.

2            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Do you have

3 any comments or objections to Exhibit 3 being admitted

4 into the record?

5            MR. HUFFMAN:  No.

6            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Petitioner's

7 Exhibit 3 will be admitted into the record.

8            (PETITIONER'S EXHIBIT NO. 3 WAS RECEIVED INTO

9 EVIDENCE.)

10            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  I have no other

11 witnesses.

12            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  I'm going to

13 have you sworn in.

14            (Reid B. Huffman sworn.)

15            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  You may

16 proceed with your case.

17            MR. HUFFMAN:  Well, personally I felt that I

18 didn't do anything against the law until naturally the

19 resisting of arrest.

20            And what happened on that situation was the

21 officer pulled up to the driveway, and I was waving

22 because they passed the house.  And my wife went out

23 there and started talking to the officer, and I'm waving

24 my hands.

25            I have a big porch in front of my house,

9
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1 waving my hands at the officer, and he told me to sit my

2 butt down -- not really but that's pretty much -- on the

3 chair.  I was on a porch.

4            Well, I made the biggest mistake, and that's

5 why I'm here right now, is I provoked the officer when I

6 told him to F you.

7            And at that time he exploded.  He definitely

8 snapped.  And I was sitting down on the chair on the

9 porch.  He came up and grabbed me, punched me a couple

10 times, tuned me up they call it.  That means they

11 slapped them around a little bit.

12            But that's -- that's proof only, words of

13 hearsay from me or to the officer, and they're going to

14 take that officer's word.

15            Nonetheless, they put me on the ground.  I

16 have a bad shoulder that I get Cortisone shots.  It just

17 don't tilt back, got little spurs in there, and it -- a

18 long story short, I was yelling at him that that arm

19 don't go back.

20            They already had the other one.  Two

21 officers, they're big boys, young.  I didn't see a whole

22 lot of resistance on my part.  But, again, I wish they

23 would have had those camcorders.  It would have opened a

24 whole different story.  And it was right about that time

25 Ferguson was going on.  Anyways.
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1            So at that point they put me -- made the

2 arrest and I went ahead to county jail and processed

3 there, and I stayed there several days.

4            And my probation is a two-year unsupervised

5 probation and then 30 hours of community service.

6 That's my charge.

7            Any other domestic charges were dismissed.

8 There was no violence between me and my wife.  I didn't

9 touch her, didn't hit her, shake her.  40 years we've

10 been married and I've not been -- nothing.  I don't ever

11 get close.  We never fight that much.

12            That day -- that whole day was just kind of a

13 big blur to me.  But that's how it ended up, and that's

14 where I ended up in jail, like I said, for two days.

15            But I have my master's degree.  I have my

16 specialist degree, which is a master's plus 30 hours, in

17 Fort Zumwalt School District.

18            You know, I'm retired and all that, but I

19 really, really think that -- you know, this is something

20 I've worked hard on, and I would like to maintain my

21 certificate to stay in the state of Missouri, and that's

22 the reason I came here to fight this.

23            My lawyer really said he never had heard that

24 gratuity or what that really was meant, but he didn't

25 think I had anything dangerous or anything in that

11
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1 nature.

2            But that's all I have about that situation.

3            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Do you have

4 any questions?

5            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Just a couple.

6                    CROSS-EXAMINATION

7 BY MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:

8     Q.     Are you certified to teach in any other

9 states, Mr. Huffman?

10     A.     Yes.  In Texas is where I got my certificate;

11 but when I came back to Missouri, I had to do some

12 different classes, two or three classes, to get my

13 Missouri.

14     Q.     Okay.  And you mentioned that you're retired,

15 so you're not currently teaching anywhere?

16     A.     No.  I retired five, six years ago.

17     Q.     Okay.  But you did plead guilty to resisting

18 arrest?

19     A.     Yes, I did.  The other domestic violence

20 charge was dropped.

21            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  I have no further

22 questions.

23            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Would you

24 like to call your first witness?

25            MR. HUFFMAN:  Yeah.

12
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1            (Bonnie Huffman sworn.)

2            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Now,

3 Mr. Huffman, do you have any specific questions for her

4 or would you like her to just -- she can just explain if

5 you'd just like her to explain.

6            MR. HUFFMAN:  Well, since the whole deal has

7 been on arrest -- or being, you know, not cordial, being

8 arrested, she seen a lot of that what happened, and if

9 you wanted to explain to her.

10            MS. HUFFMAN:  So that day that this all

11 happened, Reid had been exhibiting different personality

12 changes, and I was concerned about that, and we had just

13 talked that morning.  I thought maybe that he was

14 bipolar or that something was going on.

15            That evening a conversation pursued that

16 was -- did not make sense and was totally not what

17 Reid's personality normal.  He's a very easy-going

18 person.  I mean, I couldn't get him to discipline the

19 kids, much less do anything violent.  But his

20 personality had showed all these characteristics.

21            And that evening he -- the things that he was

22 saying scared me, so I was the one that called 911 and

23 told them that I thought he was having a mental

24 breakdown.

25            And so the behaviors that he showed when the

13
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1 police showed up, like he said, that he was waving at

2 them and kind of cussing and talking to them is not

3 typical behavior for Reid at all.  And he's never been

4 in any kind of trouble before that or any trouble

5 teaching.

6            So when they arrested him, the part that I

7 saw was that they had him down but his arm was out,

8 which is his pitching arm, which he has rotator cuff

9 issues, so for him to put that back was hard for him to

10 do, but he did eventually do that.

11            I ended up after that working through getting

12 him involuntarily committed for three days so they could

13 evaluate him during that stay, and I was told that he

14 was -- they were treating him for bipolar disorder.

15            So that day that all this happened was when

16 Reid was in an extreme manic state, and so his resisting

17 arrest is not something that Reid would normally do.

18 And he has since been on medication for that and not had

19 any issues since that time.

20            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Do you have any

21 other questions for her?

22            MR. HUFFMAN:  No.  That pretty laid out the

23 way it was.

24            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Ms. Crawford, do you

25 have any questions?
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1            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  I have no questions.

2            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you.

3            Now, before you go, Mr. Huffman, I have one

4 question for you.

5            MR. HUFFMAN:  Okay.

6                        QUESTIONS

7 BY HEARING OFFICER MORROW:

8     Q.     Okay.  So you said you taught at the

9 Fort Zumwalt School District?

10     A.     Yeah, 29 years I coached and taught.

11     Q.     And you never had any disciplinary action

12 taken against you?

13     A.     If you look at all my evaluations, you know,

14 there is usually two, sometimes three a year, they're

15 blemished (sic).  There is nothing on them.

16     Q.     Unblemished.  Okay.

17            And you never had any -- you were never

18 arrested before.  Well, forget that.

19            You've never been convicted of any other

20 crime or misdemeanor?

21     A.     No.  No felonies or nothing.

22     Q.     So this was really a first time for you

23 that something like this happened?

24     A.     Right.

25            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  All right.  Just in

15
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1 case you have any more questions here for Mr. Huffman.

2            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  I do not.

3            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  I'm going to let him

4 go ahead and make a closing statement and then if you'd

5 like --

6            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Okay.

7            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Do you have any

8 closing statement?

9            MR. HUFFMAN:  You know what, I really do.

10 The whole thing is is I really regret the way I handled

11 the situation, you know, disrespecting an officer like

12 that.

13            But, again, I was in a state of mind that I

14 just normally am not.  I was cursing and this and that,

15 and I don't do that.  And I just said the wrong thing at

16 the wrong time and made him mad.

17            And I don't think it would have happened at

18 all if he would have talked to her and then came and

19 talked to me like he should, you know, get both sides of

20 the story, and then they get together and find out which

21 one might be going away if there was any battery or

22 anything going on.

23            But, no, there wasn't.  It was -- the whole

24 thing went down within a half hour, the whole nine

25 yards, you know.
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1            But just that I'm, you know, disappointed in

2 my behavior naturally.  And, again, I worked hard and I

3 went all across the board with my education.  I couldn't

4 get any higher except for a doctorate degree.  Didn't

5 want to be a P.E. coach with a doctorate degree.

6            But that's about all I have actually.

7            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you.

8            Do you have a closing?

9            MS. CRAWFORD-RANDLE:  Briefly.

10            Mr. Huffman admitted that he pled guilty to

11 resisting arrest.  The sections pled in the Complaint

12 allow the Board to discipline him because it's a crime

13 of moral turpitude.  I just ask that the Board consider

14 the evidence and impose whatever discipline they feel is

15 appropriate.

16            HEARING OFFICER MORROW:  Okay.  Thank you.

17            Okay.  Let the record show that the hearing

18 concluded at 9:46 a.m. on Thursday, April 21st, 2016.

19            This matter will be brought before the State

20 Board of Education at a date and time to be set by the

21 Commissioner of Education.

22            Thank you.

23            WHEREIN, the hearing concluded at 9:46 a.m.

24

25
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1                CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3            I, Patricia A. Stewart, CCR, a Certified

4 Court Reporter in the State of Missouri, do hereby

5 certify that the testimony taken in the foregoing

6 transcript was taken by me to the best of my ability and

7 thereafter reduced to typewriting under my direction;

8 that I am neither counsel for, related to, nor employed

9 by any of the parties to the action in which this

10 transcript was taken, and further that I am not a

11 relative or employee of any attorney or counsel employed

12 by the parties thereto, nor financially or otherwise

13 interested in the outcome of the action.

14
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16                         __________________________

17                         Patricia A. Stewart

18                         CCR 401
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