
MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AGENDA ITEM: October 2014 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS UPDATE 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 

Section 161.092, 160.400-160.425, RSMo 

Consent 

Item 

Action 

Item 

Report 

Item 

DEPARTMENT GOAL NO. 1: 

All Missouri students will graduate college and career ready. 

SUMMARY: 

The following material contains a summary of the action taken during the meeting (s) of the work group 

convened to examine existing charter school law. 

PRESENTER(S): 

Mark Allan Van Zandt, General Counsel, and Constance Rush, Director of Legislative Outreach, will 

participate in the presentation and discussion of this agenda item. 
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Charter Schools Work Group 
 
 
The Charter School Work Group convened on September 24th and set the agenda for future meetings.  
 
Work Group Members 
 
Phyllis Chase    University of Missouri – Kansas City 
Deborah Carr   University of Missouri – Columbia 
Otto Fajen   Missouri National Education Association 
Andrea Flinders   American Federation of Teachers Missouri 
Julie Frugo   Premier Charter School 
Curt Fuchs   Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education 
Kelly Garrett   KIPP St. Louis 
Carol Hallquist   Hallmark Corporate Foundation 
Dean Johnson   Crossroads Academy of Kansas City 
Tony Kline    University Academy 
Mike Lodewegen  Missouri Association of School Administrators 
Martha McGeehan  St. Louis University 
Sheila Smith-Anderson  St. Louis Public Schools 
Ray Sousley   Kansas City Public Schools 
Doug Thaman   Missouri Charter Public School Association 
Representative David Wood  Missouri House of Representatives  
 
Goal 
 
The Group defined its goal as “reviewing the current charter school laws to determine revisions or 
modification, making the law more functional and effective while ensuring students receive high quality 
education.” 
 
 Agreed Upon Agenda items 
 
October 14, 2014 
 
1.  Academic Expectations 

• Clarity and parity of performance measures for school success; 
• Timely intervention regarding poor academic performance; and 
• High standards for teacher recruitment, development, and retention. 

 
2.  Intervention/Revocation 

• Clear definition and timeline for intervention/probation; 
• System for early detection and monitoring with timeline in place; 
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• Process for intervention with who is responsible; how it will be funded; and how will 
charter autonomy be maintained; and 

• What is the standard for closure within charter term (automatic/default closure law)? 
 

3.  Renewal/Nonrenewal 
• A common matrix for evaluation/determination among sponsors for renewal (APR?); 
• Current five-year renewal; and 
• Non-renewal options for families, charters, sponsors, Department. 

 
November 4, 2014 
 
4.  Statewide Issues 

• Sunshine Law 
• Accountability 
• Maintain community control 
• Geographical limitations 
• Student attendance/mobility issues 
• Etc. 

 
5.  Closure 

• Responsibility 
• Outstanding obligations 
• Unobligated assets 
• Accountability 
• Etc. 

 
6.  Financial 

• Enrollment 
• Early childhood funding 
• Sponsor funding 
• Start-up fund 
• Cooperative agreements 
• Etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 18, 2014 
 
7. Student Rights 

• Safe schools 
• IDEA/Special Education 
• Discipline 

 
8. Start Up – New Charters 

• Model application 
• Facility acquisition 
• Term of charter 
• Etc. 

 
9. Sponsorship 

• Approval of sponsors 
• Charter board 
• Etc. 

 
10. DESE 

• Consistent MSIP Standards 
• Performance accountability 
• Approval of applications 
• Etc. 
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• Process for intervention with who is responsible; how it will be funded; and how will
charter autonomy be maintained; and

• What is the standard for closure within charter term (automatic/default closure law)?

3. Renewal/Nonrenewal
• A common matrix for evaluation/determination among sponsors for renewal (APR?);
• Current five-year renewal; and
• Non-renewal options for families, charters, sponsors, Department.

November 4, 2014 

4. Statewide Issues
• Sunshine Law
• Accountability
• Maintain community control
• Geographical limitations
• Student attendance/mobility issues
• Etc.

5. Closure
• Responsibility
• Outstanding obligations
• Unobligated assets
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• Etc.

6. Financial
• Enrollment
• Early childhood funding
• Sponsor funding
• Start-up fund
• Cooperative agreements
• Etc.
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8. Start Up – New Charters
• Model application
• Facility acquisition
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• Performance accountability
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