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Hi, I’m Margie Vandeven, Commissioner of Education for the State of Missouri. Thanks for watching this month’s Top 10 by 20 UPDATE.
In 2009, Missouri set a goal to become one of the top 10 states for education by 2020 when it launched the Top 10 by 20 initiative. Since that time you have probably heard a lot about rankings, numbers and comparisons with other states. But Top 10 by 20 is about so much more.
Top 10 by 20 means providing children access to a high quality education from pre-kindergarten all the way through grade 12 and beyond. It’s about making sure Missouri’s teachers are highly effective. It’s about individual success for students that begins at a young age and carries all the way through to a successful career.
That’s why, in the coming weeks, I will be touring the state to speak with you about Top 10 by 20 and what that looks like in your community. Please check our website for more information regarding dates and times. I hope you will join me in the conversation about making sure ALL kids are prepared.  
{Pause}
With the 2015 legislative session in full swing, I wanted to give a quick update on a few issues the Department is focused on.
Last year, the expansion of early childhood education in Missouri took a step in the right direction with the passage of House Bill 1689. It provides preschool funding for a small number of children starting with the children who need it most – those in unaccredited districts. We will continue to advocate for more access to high quality early childhood education in the state whether it’s through public schools, through programs like Parents as Teachers, or in private homes.
{Pause}
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another issue at the forefront of the legislative session is student transfers. The current transfer law is unsustainable for unaccredited districts. The Department has asked for a tuition cap that would help ease this burden so districts like Normandy and Riverview Gardens can balance their budgets while honoring students’ rights to transfer. Parents in these districts tell us they want high-quality schools in their local neighborhoods.  We will continue to update you on the progress of student transfer bills in the legislature. 
{Pause}
Please remember that you can stay updated on Missouri’s efforts to reach the Top 10 by 20 by subscribing to our monthly e-newsletter. Visit our website for more details. 
I hope you are having a wonderful school year. Thanks for everything you do to help Missouri’s children achieve success.
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