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School Counselor  

 In April 2014 MACCE approved a recommendation to 
discontinue the issuance a temporary certificate for the 
area of School Counselor. 

 No changes to certification rules until after 
implementation of new 2017 certification requirements. 

 Currently reviewing the TAC rule to update language 
(GPA, assessments, professional ed coursework) 

 Will submit to Commissioner for review in early 2017 
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Speech Language Pathology (SLP) Certificate 

 MACCE recommended to discontinue the issuance 
of the SLP certificate in April 2016 
 

 Commissioner supported the recommendation. 
 

 Updated rule reflecting the change was presented 
to the State Board in September 2016.  
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Speech Language Pathology (SLP) Certificate 

 Board approved rule change to be published. 
 

 Open for public comment through November 30. 
 

 Comments are collected, analyzed, and presented 
to the State Board, along with a recommendation 
to either approve, change, or withdraw the rule. 
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Rationale for Change 

 Only requirement for the DESE certificate is for the 
applicant to hold a current SLP license issued by 
the Board of Healing Arts (BoHA). DESE is currently 
issuing a certificate without any real authority over 
the content of the credential. 

 SLP’s have been censured by the Board of Healing 
Arts (BoHA) for lapsed licenses. 
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Rationale 
 Schools have been forced to refund Medicaid 

reimbursement and provide compensatory special 
education services. 

 While PSRS is an attractive benefit, the PEERS system 
may actually be a better fit for individuals who hold 
a BoHA license. Because many license holders work 
in employment settings outside of public schools at 
some point in their career, PEERS is the better choice 
because working outside of a school setting may 
have a negative impact on PSRS retirement benefits. 
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Comments – Main Concerns 

  70% - PSRS issues (will current members remain in 
PSRS?) 

 12% - Extend the timeline for the rule change to 
allow for additional discussion on PSRS, salary 
schedule, tenure, loan forgiveness, 
implementation date 

 8% - Create a new SLP certificate 
 
 
 
 
 

8 



Comments 

Support for a universal license: 
 American Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
 Missouri Speech-Language-Hearing Association 
 Missouri Council of Administrators of Special Ed 

 
Also suggested postponing the implementation date 
&/or creating a new certificate to be issued in 
conjunction with the license. 
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Clarifications 

 A person who currently holds a Speech Language 
Pathologist (SLP) certificate from DESE will remain 
in PSRS. 
 

 A person with only a Board of Healing Arts (BoHA) 
license and no other DESE-issued certificate will be 
in PEERS.    
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Clarifications 

 Individuals who only hold a BoHA SLP license are 
allowed to practice in the schools now. They are 
not required to hold a DESE-issued certificate.  
 

 Individuals who currently hold a DESE-issued SLP 
certificate will  retain the certificate.  It may be re-
activated, renewed, upgraded, etc. 
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2017 Certification Requirements 

 2014 – The new Missouri Certification Standards 
were approved by the State Board of Education. 
Educator preparation programs requested a two-
year window to develop and implement the new 
standards and requirements.   

 August 1, 2017 – All candidates recommended for 
certification after this date must meet the new 
certification requirements.  
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Implementation 

 
 Full implementation of the new certification 

requirements should be completed by 8/1/2017. 
 

 Compendium (current requirements) will also 
phase out by 8/1/2017. 
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Matrices 
 

 EPP’s are currently submitting updated matrices for all 
certification programs. 
 

 A separate matrix must be completed for each certification 
area. 
 

 Updated  matrices  are submitted to 
DESE.MoSPETransition@dese.mo.gov  
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New Certification Requirements 

Major Changes 
 Updated competencies to provide alignment 

with the new educator standards, quality 
indicators, and assessments. 

 New GPA requirements (2.75 overall; 3.00 in 
subject area & professional education 
coursework) 
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Alternative  Routes  to Certification 

December 2016 
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Alternative Routes to Certification 

Alternative 
Certification 

Program 

Temporary 
Authorization 

American Board for 
Certification of 

Teacher Excellence 
(ABCTE) 

Teach for 
America 

(TFA) 

Doctoral 
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Alternative Certification Program 

Temporary Authorization 

American Board for Certification of Teacher 
Excellence (ABCTE) 

Teach for America (TFA) 

Doctoral 

Alternative Routes to Certification 



Alternative Certification Program 
Requirements 

Bachelor’s Degree in a 
Content Area 

Minimum GPA of 2.50 
Overall and in Content 

Area (2.75/3.00 in 2017) 

Employment with a 
Missouri School District 

Enrollment in a State-
Approved Alternative 
Certification Program 
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Alternative Certification Program 
 An individual with a bachelor’s degree in a content area (such 

as mathematics or English) returns to a Missouri 
college/university with a DESE-approved alternative 
certification program. 

 The institution prepares a program of study that enables the 
educator to take courses and teach simultaneously.  The 
teacher works under a two-year provisional certificate while 
completing the required education coursework.  When the 
program is completed and the exit assessment(s) passed, the 
institution recommends the individual for an initial certificate.   

 Some of these programs offer a master’s degree plus 
certification and some offer only the certification. 
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Alternative Certification Program 

 Alternative Certification programs are offered 
for middle school and secondary school content 
areas. 
 

 A dozen of Missouri institutions with approved 
teacher education programs offer some type of 
a post-baccalaureate alternative certification 
program. 
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Approved Institutions 
22 

The following institutions currently have approved alternative certification programs: 

Columbia College 

Drury University 

Missouri State University 

Missouri Western State University 

Northwest Missouri State University 

Park University 

Rockhurst University 

St. Louis University 

University of Central Missouri 

University of Missouri 

University of Missouri-St. Louis 



Alternative Certification Program 
To upgrade to an Initial Professional 

Certificate, the following 
requirements must be completed:  

All required coursework from 
approved Alternative Certification 

Program 

Pass Content Area & Performance 
Assessments 

2 Years of Teaching Experience 
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Temporary Authorization  
24 

The Temporary Authorization is a one-year, renewable certificate.  
To qualify, the individual must meet the following criteria: 

Bachelor’s Degree in a Content Area 

Minimum GPA of 2.50 Overall and in Content 
Area (2.75/3.00 in 2017) 

Employment with a Missouri School District 

Offered for areas of middle school, secondary, 
or special education. 



TAC Requirements 
To upgrade to an Initial Professional Certificate, the following 

requirements must be completed: 

DESE-specified professional education coursework 
(minimum of 24 semester hours) 

Pass 2 assessments: one in content area & one in 
pedagogy 

2 years of mentoring 

2 years of teaching experience 
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American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence 
(ABCTE) 

 ABCTE is a non-profit organization which offers 
a teacher certification program.  
 

 This route to certification was approved by the 
Missouri legislature in 2003. 
 

 An ABCTE certificate is currently accepted by 
11 states. 
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American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence 
(ABCTE) Requirements 

Bachelor Degree 

2.50 GPA overall and in content area (2.75/3.00 in 2017) 

Pass ABCTE Professional Teaching Knowledge and Subject Matter Exams 

Earn the ABCTE certificate 
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ABCTE 

 Upon issuance of the ABCTE certificate, an 
individual may apply for a Missouri initial 
professional teaching certificate.   
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ABCTE 

 Missouri accepts ABCTE certificates for the following areas: 
 Math    
 U.S./World History 
 English/Language Arts 
 Biology 
 Chemistry 
 General science  
 Physics 
 Elementary Education 
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Teach for America (TFA) 

 This organization operates in school districts throughout the 
United States.  

 Individuals may apply to become a TFA corps member.  If 
chosen, the individual is placed in an urban school district as 
a teacher.  

 TFA provides mentoring, workshops, etc. to support the 
educator while they are teaching and completing 
certification requirements. 
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TFA - Requirements 

Bachelor’s Degree in a Content Area 

2.50 GPA  Overall and in Content Area 
(2.75/3.00 in 2017) 

Enrollment in an Alternative Certification 
Program    

TFA members are issued a two-year 
provisional certificate.   
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TFA Requirements 
To upgrade to an Initial Professional Certificate, the 

following requirements must be completed: 

Alternative Certification Program 

Pass content area & performance assessments 

2 years of mentoring 

2 years of teaching experience 
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Doctoral Route 

This route was approved by the Missouri legislature 
in 1990. 
 

Requirements for an Initial Professional Certificate: 
 Doctorate Degree in a Secondary Content Area 

(Math, Science, English, History) 
 Passing Score on the Professional Knowledge 

Assessment 
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Overview and Updates 

Background Checks 34 



 
Background Checks 

 Fingerprint & name checks are completed through the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol. 
 

 Individuals must register for fingerprinting through the 
Missouri Automated Criminal History Site (MACHS) provided 
by the Highway Patrol. 
 

 The registration site is located at www.machs.mo.gov  
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MACHS – Phase I 

 
 Implemented in 2013 
 Allows applicants for certification or 

employment to register for fingerprinting. 
 Allows Highway Patrol (HP) & FBI to 

electronically process the fingerprints. 
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MACHS – Phase II 

Implementation began June 2015 
Provides district access to the MACHS site 
 To monitor fingerprinting process for 

certified & non-certified staff  
 To view status of background checks 
 To receive background check results for 

Uncertified Staff, Bus Drivers, Certified 
Staff & Substitutes 
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MACHS – Phase II 

 Districts designated 2 individuals to have access to 
the MACHS portal. One will be the district 
superintendent. 
 

 Highway Patrol provided security awareness & 
MACHS II  training to district representatives.  
 

 Trainings were completed during the 15-16 school 
year. 
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Background Check Results 

 
 On average, background check results are returned 

within 12-15 minutes. 
 

 Results are identified by the following groups: 
B = Bus Driver 
C = Certified 
U = Uncertified 
S = Substitute 
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Background Check Results 

 
Results will indicate one of the following: 

 
 Cleared – No records 
   or 
 Criminal Record Attached 
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MACHS II –Rap Back 

 
 Rap Back opened in July 2016.  
 DESE began receiving arrest notifications 

immediately. 
 Real-time feedback for mandated criminal 

background name checks 
 Automatic email notification of arrests to district 

official 
 Notification within 24 hours 
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District Enrollment 

Districts must enroll through the Highway Patrol 
to participate in Rap Back and receive 
notifications.  
To date:  
451 districts activated 
73 pending 
32 declined 
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Rap Back Statistics 

To date DESE has received  
 

 130 Rap Back notifications for criminal arrests.  
 

 33 of these arrests have been for Felony level 
offenses.  

44 



Policy Compliance Review  

 All districts that receive fingerprint-based criminal 
history results from the HP and FBI are audited on a 
triennial basis. 

 The review consists of, in part: 
 Use and receipt of the criminal history results 
 Access (who has access? what purpose?) 
 Storage (are the criminal history results retained? 

how long? where? who has access?) 
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Dissemination Clarification 

 
 Districts may share results with other public school 

districts.  
 

 Districts cannot share results with private schools, 
private agencies, universities, or contractors.  
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