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• Webinar agenda
 Layers of protection & levels of concern
 Reopening logistics (positive cases, contact 

tracing, screening, social distancing, buses & 
masks)

 DESE-specific issues (distance learning, 
attendance reporting, learning loss, & teacher PD)

 Questions & answers

DESE/DHSS: School Reopening



• Layers of protection
 Develop plans
 Prepare to pivot

• Levels of concern

DESE/DHSS: School Reopening



COVID-19 and Children
Epidemiology

Clinically apparent infection with 
SARS-CoV-2 is less common in 
children
• April 2, 2020:  Of 149,082 cases in 

the US 1.7% were children <18 
• June 6, 2020:  Of 1,891,690 cases 

in the US 3.4% were children <18

CDC COVID-19 Response Team.  Coronavirus disease 2019 in children – United States, February 12-April 2, 2020.  MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:422-6.https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6914e4.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html
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COVID-19 and Children
Infection

Children appear to be less susceptible to infection compared to adults with a 
similar exposure
• Infection rate after household exposure (China):

• 4% of children 
• 28% of spouses

Li et al.  The Characteristics of Household transmission of COVID-19.  Clinical Infectious Disease,  17 April 2020.
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6920e2.htm

• Attack rate after community exposure: 
• 6.3% for children 
• 59.4% for adults 19-64 years.



COVID-19 and Multisystem Inflammatory  
Disorder in Children (MIS-C)
• Rare multisystem disorder associated affecting 

children
• Has features similar to other post-infectious 

and/or inflammatory disorders
• Streptococcal toxic shock
• Viral myocarditis
• Kawasaki syndrome

• Most children have demonstrated antibodies to 
SARS-CoV-2 (not active infection)

• Although serious, most children have recovered 
fully

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00432.asp
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Mitigation to Prevent Spread of COVID-19
• Recommendations for mitigation strategies depend on several 

factors:
• Levels of viral transmission in the community
• Impact of infection on target population (schools vs. nursing homes)

• Communication from Public Health Department will provide 
guidance on level of community transmission and recommended 
practices

• CDC provides guidance on mitigation based on transmission
Mitigation activities according to level of community 

transmission and impact
None to Minimal Minimal to Moderate Substantial



• How to handle
• Importance of communication
 Local health officials, families & DESE

• Liability
• Contact tracing

School Reopening – Positive Case

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Goal for schools: make contact tracing as easy as 
possible for health officials

• What does contact tracing look like?
• Timeframe
• Communication

School Reopening – Contact Tracing

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Assess local risk & comfort level
• Screening at home, at school, etc.
• Communicate to students, families & staff the 

importance of staying home if sick
 Consider removing perfect attendance awards

School Reopening – Screening

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Keeping students with the same group
 Hallways, common spaces, restrooms, 

cafeteria, playground
 Elementary vs. middle & high school

• Stable seating arrangements
• Consider all school events (assemblies, 

fundraisers, etc.)

School Reopening – Social Distancing

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Must continue to transport students
• Ask families to drive or carpool if possible
• Social distancing when possible
• Consider masks when distancing cannot happen
• Assigned seats & families together
• Walking school buses or supervised groups

School Reopening – Buses

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Transmission rate data for children vs. adults
• Purpose, impact & risk assessment
 Option: adults could wear masks all the time, 

but students could wear masks while 
transitioning or when unable to distance

• DHSS PPE Marketplace information

School Reopening – Masks

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



https://www.ppemarketplace.mo.gov/#/

https://www.ppemarketplace.mo.gov/#/


Registration



Registration

https://www.ppemarketplace.mo.gov/#/login

https://www.ppemarketplace.mo.gov/#/login




Buyer View of Available Supplies to Purchase



View when buyers click on the 
“i” for more information about 
suppliers.

Search capabilities include FDA, Keyword, Price, 
and Delivery Date.

Contact Seller to Complete Transaction



COVID-19 in Schools
Experience in NSW Australia

High School Cases and Contacts

Primary School Cases and Contacts

http://ncirs.org.au/sites/default/files/2020-04/NCIRS%20NSW%20Schools%20COVID_Summary_FINAL%20public_26%20April%202020.pdf

15 schools with 18 cases (9 students and 9 faculty)
• Close contacts: 735 students and 128 staff
• Enhances follow-up evaluation:  

• Symptom screening
• Nasal swab at day 5-10
• Serology 

• Secondary cases:  
• 1 primary student (swab+/antibody +) 
• 1 high school student (antibody +)



What will happen with COVID-19 transmission in 
the Fall of 2020?

Transmission from November to May

http://slchlabtestguide.bjc.org/Default.aspx?url=8ae0ad27-f2ff-4f64-a20b-02dbed78e75c



Pandemic 2009 H1N1 Resulted in Earlier Influenza 
A Peak

Courtesy of Marie  Gaudreault MT,SV (ASCP)
Institute of Health at BJC (IOH)
Molecular Infectious Disease



https://www.cgdev.org/blog/back-school-tracking-covid-cases-schools-reopen

Daily New Cases in Counties with Reopened Schools

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/back-school-tracking-covid-cases-schools-reopen


• Distance learning expectations
• Attendance reporting
 Accountability
 Funding

• Task Force for Learning Acceleration
• Distance learning strategies for teachers

School Reopening – DESE Topics

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



• Heat map to contribute to public health data
• Shows health officials when a potential outbreak 

may be developing
• Schools would submit each building’s 

attendance/absence rate daily to DESE
• Health.mo.gov/Coronavirus to view dashboard

School Reopening – Daily Attendance

Email questions to Communications@dese.mo.gov



Follow DESE Updates at: dese.mo.gov/COVID19
Email: Communications@dese.mo.gov

DESE/DHSS: School Reopening
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