
DESE MoPTA for Students-Parents 

New Questions – 9/21/15 

 

Q: Is a checklist acceptable as a scoring guide? 

A: The checklist may be used along with other materials to support the scoring 
process. 

Q:  We are unclear about prompt 2.1.2a. What does "during assessment" 
encompass? The final summative assessment or does it refer to the entire task 
as the assessment? 

A: This refers to both.  Assessment should reflect activities, grouping, materials, 
resources and technology utilized to assess the students.  This is based on the 
materials or resources that you mentioned and explained as part of your 
assessment. 

Q: Is it permissible for elementary teachers to use the same assessment for 
baseline and summative assessment? This is the cooperating school's practice. 

A: You may use the same assessment for baseline and summative.  Since this is the 
cooperating school’s practice, be sure that information is included when you are 
addressing your situation that you are in. 

Q:  Can the word “modify” in 2.1.3 be used the same as the word 
“accommodate”? 

A: This can be used as the word, “accommodate”. You need to address this in the 
very beginning when you are explaining your situation to the raters during your 
documentation. 

Q: What is the alternative that Special Education candidates use since 
individuals who are working in that setting do not have to use reading for task 2 
and math for task 3? 



A: Individuals in Special Education do not have to use literacy for task 2 and math 
for task 3.  That is not a requirement.  However, they are “encouraged to do it that 
way.  

Q: Are there alternative writing prompts that can be used for special education, 
since academic work is conducted on a 1:1 basis? 

A: You cannot use alternative writing prompts for the assessment.  You will need 
to utilize the prompts presented and work with them.  Do your best to fit your 
students to theses prompts and explain you situation from the very beginning. 

Q: Do the pre and post test assessment need to be the exact same or can they 
cover the same criteria but do it by using different questions? 

A: They can be different.  Explain what you are doing in the very beginning, so it is 
clear to the raters. 

Q: For Textbox 2.1.3 it states, “Based on their specific needs, how will you 
modify assessment for each of the 2 focus students?”  What does this mean? 

A: The word modify can be used as accommodate as well.  You are to identify two 
focus students who reflect different learning needs.  Therefore, the assessment 
would need to differentiate as well or demonstrate accommodation, depending on 
the needs of these focus students.  Explain what you are doing in the very 
beginning, so this is understood by the raters. 

Q: For Task 2, do we have to create an actual assessment or are we allowed to 
use an assessment from our school? 

A: As indicated, there should be two focus students who reflect different learning 
needs and an assessment needs to be created that demonstrates that. 

 


