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Attendance 
 
Q: Since we are now going to mark students with an instruction method as VI for those receiving virtual instruction, 

will you guys at the end of the year automatically calculate the 94% attendance with the enrollment and 
attendance file we upload in June or do we have to do it on our end? Do they automatically get the 94% if they 
were virtually engaged? Do we have to report if they were virtually engaged? If so, in what file? Do I need to ask 
these questions at the end of the year? 

A: DESE will not automatically calculate the attendance based on this code since we don't know which courses were 
completed.  The June cycle includes the attendance hours that will be generated by your vendor system, and then we 
also receive course completion records in June. 

 
Q: We are moving to Blended Instruction for high school and middle school. Do I need an attendance calendar for the 

A group and another for the B group? Do I need another attendance calendar for Distance/Quarantine? How do we 
move students from calendar to calendar? 

A: You have to be able to mark for each student what type of instruction they should receive on each day so that you 
know if they should have onsite attendance and are present or absent, or if they should be receiving distanced 
instruction which would have hours back filled at the end of the year based on each individual student’s average 
onsite attendance. 

 
Q: Why would a district not get to claim 94% for virtual attendance if a student moved out of the district? 
A: Attendance is claimed upon course completion. They could move and not meet any component of course completion. 
 
Q: For our students that are offsite and doing their courses online, VI, how do we put in their attendance? Do we edit 

their FTE?  
A: For virtual courses, attendance is based on course completion. Please reference the School Finance Attendance 

Reporting document for specific virtual attendance reporting: https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/sf-
AAttendanceReporting.pdf. 

 
Q: We have some students that have chosen to go virtual (our instruction via Google Classroom/Zoom, not MOCAP) 

and our principals want to count their attendance daily, just like they were in-seat. Is this allowed?  
A: Virtual students are those taking a course that meets the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo, and 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite. Districts can take some sort of daily attendance to help keep students engaged in the instructional 
process but it is not used for claiming attendance at the end of the year. 

 
Q: If a student decided to remain virtual for the remainder of the year, and not return onsite, they would get the 94% 

attendance rate. Are responses that these students get zero hours? 
A: Virtual students are those taking a course that meets the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo, and 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite.  

 
Q: If a special education student is receiving remote instruction from their teacher and will not be in seat for half the 

course, they are set up for virtual attendance, correct? 
A: It would have to meet the requirements of 162.1250 to be considered virtual.  

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/sf-AAttendanceReporting.pdf
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/sf-AAttendanceReporting.pdf


 
Q: We have a few students doing 100% virtual instruction. Do we report their attendance the same way we would the 

other students that are at school? 
A: Virtual students are those taking a course that meets the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo, and 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite.  

 
Q: If a student is currently distance learning at home, and then decides to go virtual when we return to school, how 

do we capture attendance for the time during which the student was distance learning?  
A: Some LEAs have offered individual parents/students a choice for distanced instruction that would otherwise meet the 

requirements of virtual instruction. Such coursework can be claimed for attendance based on course completion 
(47% or 94%). If the LEA allows a student to switch from virtual to onsite instruction in substantially similar 
coursework prior to course completion, the onsite attendance rate can be applied to the entire course. If a student 
switches from onsite to virtual instruction, attendance will be determined by course completion at the applicable rate 
(47% or 94%). 

 
Q: We are using Acellus as our virtual curriculum. Our district has started the school year with seated classes and 

offering virtual for those who choose that. When we have individual students who go on mandatory two-week 
quarantine we are enrolling them in Acellus courses. Do we count those students as absent or can we collect 94% 
attendance on them while in quarantine? 

A: For a group of students you can enact your AMI-X plan and then the instruction given per that plan is distanced 
instruction days and the attendance is back filled based on each individual student’s average onsite attendance rate 
at the end of the year. Individual students who are quarantined only have the option to have attendance claimed if 
they are provided homebound instruction, which is five hours of one-on-one instruction in a Sunday to Saturday time 
period, or they can stream live into a classroom where the teacher can see they are present, and be counted as 
onsite. Individual students do not have the option of using the AMI-X plan like a group of students. This is per the 
board rule passed on July 7th. They cannot just switch to a virtual course for two weeks and have any hours claimed. 
If that is what is done, which is great to continue the instructional service, no attendance can be claimed and they 
would be absent. 

 
Q: We are currently on distance learning. We have had zero in-seat days this school year. If a student moves out of 

the district in November and there have still been zero in-seat days, are we to report zero attendance hours for 
that student? Will that trigger an error/warning in our June SEA file? Should we backdate withdrawal to the first 
day of school to avoid such a warning/error? 

A: At this time the student would have zero hours as there are no onsite attendance days. It would trigger a warning in 
June. 

 
Q: Can you explain how attendance is reported with MOCAP or other virtual instruction? 
A: ADA is calculated for these students based on course completion. When a student completes half the course the first 

47% is earned and once the course is fully completed the remaining 47% is earned for a total of 94% attendance. You 
will need to check with your student information system vendor on how to specifically code for this in your system.  

 
Q: For counting student attendance, would our AMI-X plan apply to a handful of quarantined students scattered 

throughout all grade levels, or would it apply just to defined groups – teams, classrooms, an entire building? 
A: This would only apply to groups of students. 
 
Q: Can you provide a link to the rule passed on July 7th regarding streaming direct instruction for absent individual 

students? 
A: The Attendance Reporting document located on the School Finance Topics and Procedures website has links to the 

administrative memo on the board rule and many other documents with information regarding attendance claiming: 
https://dese.mo.gov/financial-admin-services/school-finance/finance-topics-procedures. 

 
 

https://dese.mo.gov/financial-admin-services/school-finance/finance-topics-procedures


Q: Is attendance being calculated in the funding formula this year? 
A: 

• Basic Formula – Districts – Paid on the higher of the first or second preceding year or estimate of the current 
year. Low year will automatically be passed over for higher year. 

• Basic Formula – Charter – Board Rule – Says for the 2021 year the highest of the 2021 or 2020 WADA will be 
used for payment. School Finance will do this during payment processing. 

• Classroom Trust Fund, Prop C, or Small Schools Grant 163.021.4, RSMo, allows for using the prior year ADA 
during a pandemic. We will use higher of WADA for Prop C. School Finance will do this during payment 
processing. 

 
Q: So with the AMI-X plan enacted and all of our students that are blended (two onsite, three distanced) would then 

be all distanced for two weeks – how is that attendance calculated? Do they just get it averaged at the end off of 
the on-site attendance? 

A: Distanced instruction is only allowed by board rule and AMI-X plans for the FY 2021 year and attendance is based on 
average onsite attendance. Distanced Instruction is part of either a Fixed Blended pattern of instruction or an 
Intermittent Blended pattern of instruction or happens when a group of students have been quarantined. All of this 
per your approved AMI-X plan. 

 
Q: How should attendance be marked for a student who is out due to quarantine, but we don't want the attendance 

mark to count against their A+ percentage? 
A: If it is an individual student then the district can offer homebound instruction that is five hours of one-on-one 

instruction in a Sunday to Saturday time period to claim attendance. Or the child can stream directly into the 
classroom, where the teacher can see the student, and claim onsite attendance. If neither is done the student is 
absent. Districts have policies on A+ and can take things like this into consideration. 

 
Q: Do we mark virtual students who are technically attending during our school day part-time as we will only get 94% 

attendance for them? 
A: If the students are 100% virtual (meets virtual law requirements and attendance based on course completion, not in-

seat time) then you report 94% attendance upon completion of the course. 
 
Q: In our attendance program, should we count our distance learners each day as they log in and attend classes? 
A: Distanced instruction is only allowed by board rule and AMI-X plans for the FY 2021 year and attendance is based on 

average onsite attendance. Distanced Instruction is part of either a Fixed Blended pattern of instruction or an 
Intermittent Blended pattern of instruction or happens when a group of students have been quarantined. All of this 
per your approved AMI-X plan. Some districts are choosing to monitor and track when students log into a system on 
distanced instructional days. This is the district’s choice but is not used for claiming attendance hours. 

 
Q: We are at school onsite learning. When we have students quarantined but receiving distance learning for the two 

weeks of their quarantine, do they need to be marked in a specific way other than absent?  
A: Individual vendor systems may have a specific code to use for this; however DESE will only receive attendance and 

absence hours as usual. 
 
Q: Should students who are quarantined due to COVID-19 and who are also doing online learning be counted absent 

or present? Our vendor has given us two codes: Q (present code) that means “Quarantine due to COVID-19” and 
CV (absent code) which means “Absent due to COVID-19.”  

A: For a group of students you can enact your AMI-X plan and then the instruction given per that plan is distanced 
instruction days and the attendance is back filled based on each individual student’s average onsite attendance rate 
at the end of the year. Individual students who are quarantined only have the option to have attendance claimed if 
they are provided homebound instruction, which is five hours of one-on-one instruction in a Sunday to Saturday time 
period, or they can stream live into a classroom where the teacher can see they are present, and be counted as 
onsite. Individual students do not have the option of using the AMI-X plan like a group of students. This is per the 
board rule passed on July 7th. 

 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/5CSR30-660.090August2020.pdf
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=163.021&bid=35977&hl=163.021%25u2044


Q: For students who have been quarantined, if we did not do homebound, but did a virtual teaching, what attendance 
code do we use for the individual student attendance record? Their scheduled teacher did Google Classroom. 

A: For a group of students you can enact your AMI-X plan and then the instruction given per that plan is distanced 
instruction days and the attendance is back filled based on each individual student’s average onsite attendance rate 
at the end of the year. Individual students who are quarantined only have the option to have attendance claimed if 
they are provided homebound instruction, which is five hours of one-on-one instruction in a Sunday to Saturday time 
period, or they can stream live into a classroom where the teacher can see they are present, and be counted as 
onsite. Individual students do not have the option of using the AMI-X plan like a group of students. This is per the 
board rule passed on July 7th. 

 
Q: Please clarify the AMI hours do not take the place of planning 36 makeup hours. I have planned makeup hours on 

the calendar. If AMI instruction is sent home, do those hours need to be made up?  
A: Districts must plan 36 weather makeup hours. AMI hours are now an allowance to provide instruction instead of 

calling off school for weather-related issues. AMI hours are considered hours of instruction. If the district uses all of 
the allowed 36 AMI hours there is the potential, depending on the district’s calendar, that the day called for weather 
may have to be made up. This really depends on the district, the hours planned, and how many weather hours they 
have. 

 
Q: Do we need to track the student attendance pertaining to COVID-19? 
A: DESE is not requiring that at this time, but local, county and state health officials could potentially ask you for this 

information. 
 
Q: Does a student need to be with a school at least one semester for us to get 47%? 
A: No, for virtual courses, the student needs to have completed half of the coursework in order to claim 47% 

attendance. 
 
Instruction Method 
 
Q: For students who are doing onsite instruction and then placed in quarantine, and added to our distanced 

instruction during this time (we have an AMI-X plan), then come back to onsite instruction, are they coded with DI 
for the instruction code for the whole year? Would we need a separate entry (start/end dates) for their attendance 
during each time period, or how is the attendance calculated during the DI period? How will you know through our 
reporting what days are DI? 

A: Report the predominant instruction method for the student based on the reporting period of time. The October 
collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The February collection reflects 
the period from October through the February collection date. The June collection reflects the period from February 
through the end of the school year.  

 
Q: How would you report a part-time seated/part-time virtual student in the October and June cycles?  
A: Report the predominant instruction method for the student based on the reporting period of time. The October 

collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The June collection reflects the 
period from February through the end of the school year. If this is truly virtual, report the student as OS. If this is 
distanced instruction, report BI. 

 
Q: What if we have students that are quarantined for 14 days? What method of instruction does that fall under? 
A: If students are receiving instruction during quarantine, you would report the instruction method as DI or DO, as 

approved by the Department in the LEA’s AMI-X plan.  The instruction method should reflect the predominant status 
for the period of time relevant to the cycle.  The October collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the 
October collection date. 

 
  



Q: We have three types of learning and the Instruction Method on our Blended Instruction (two onsite, three 
distanced) has been interrupted by a stay-at-home order for all students, so how do you indicate that when it is 
repeatedly (possibly) going to change? 

A: Report the predominant method of instruction based on the reporting period of time.  The October collection reflects 
the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The February collection reflects the period from 
October through the February collection date. The June collection reflects the period from February through the end 
of the school year.  

 
Q: If a student changes from Onsite (OS) or Blended Instruction (BI) to 100% Virtual Instruction (VI) at semester, what 

Instruction Method code should we enter in the Student Core File?  
A: Report the predominant instruction method for the student based on the reporting period of time. The October 

collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The February collection reflects 
the period from October through the February collection date. The June collection reflects the period from February 
through the end of the school year. 

 
Q: Can you clarify instructional methods? We are beginning the year 100% seated instruction. But are we supposed to 

recode individual students each time they go into a 14-day quarantine? 
A: Report the predominant instruction method for the student based on the reporting period of time. The October 

collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. 
 
Q: Can you please give us an example of DO instruction method? 
A: An example would be homework/study packets that are sent home with students. 
 
Q: Where do we code the Instruction Method Codes (OS, DI, DO, BI, VI)? Do these change as students go in and out of 

quarantine? 
A: Report them in the Student Core files, they are required in October, February, and June cycles. Report the 

predominant method of instruction based on the reporting period of time. The October collection reflects the 
beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The February collection reflects the period from 
October through the February collection date. The June collection reflects the period from February through the end 
of the school year. 

 
Q: For the Instruction Method, do we use DI or DO? We are not on campus at all for the first term. They are being 

provided Distance Instruction.  
A: It would depend on how the students receive the instruction. If the instruction is primarily (over 50%) received 

through online means, report DI. If the instruction is primarily (over 50%) received through physical materials or 
through materials other than online, report DO. 

 
Q: The Instruction Method codes will inform DESE, but will not actually interact with our hours, right?  
A: That is correct.  
 
Q: If the student is quarantined, should we be reporting a separate enrollment period to report the DI or DO 

instruction method during that period of time? 
A: You will report the predominant method of instruction based on the reporting period of time. Please check with your 

vendor on how to report this in your system. The June SEA will not have separate segments for the varying 
instruction periods of time. 

 
Q: If a student is taking seated courses in the morning and virtual courses in the afternoon by their own choice, not 

because that is all that is offered by the district, which Instruction Method should we use?  
A: If this is truly virtual, report the student as OS. If this is distanced instruction, report BI. 

 
  



Q: Are virtual students and distance learners one in the same? 
A: No. Virtual students are those taking courses that meet the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo, and 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite. Distance instruction is only allowed by board rule and AMI-X plans for the FY 2021 year and 
attendance is based on average onsite attendance. Distance learners are offsite (intermittent blended/instruction 
during quarantine). 

 
Q: In October Student Core, if we report a student as VI, would there be any implication if we update this information 

to BI in the June submission?  
A: No, just report whatever the predominant instruction method is based on the reporting period of time. The October 

collection reflects the beginning of the school year until the October collection date. The June collection reflects the 
period from February through the end of the school year. 

 
Q: What is the difference between DI and DO? Also, what is the difference between 100% Virtual?  
A:  Virtual students are those taking a course that meets the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo. And 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite. Distanced instruction is only allowed by board rule and AMI-X plans for the FY 2021 year and 
attendance is based on average onsite attendance. With DI, students are offsite (intermittent blended/instruction 
during quarantine) and receive instruction primarily (over 50%) through online means. With DO, students are offsite 
(intermittent blended/instruction during quarantine) and receive instruction primarily (over 50%) other than online 
or through use of physical materials. 

 
Q: If we are using our own teachers and our own courses and students are logging in to each course daily for 

assignments, instructions, etc., is that still considered virtual even if we have an AMI-X plan in place? 
A: Virtual students are those taking a course that meets the requirements of 162.1250 and 161.670, RSMo, and 

attendance is claimed upon course completion of 50%/100% at 47% or 94% of what it would have been to complete 
the course onsite. Distanced instruction is only allowed by board rule and AMI-X plans for the FY 2021 year and 
attendance is based on average onsite attendance. 

 
Q: Students that are in-seat learning and need to be quarantined, would they be virtual or distant learning while they 

are out? 
A: For a group of students you can enact your AMI-X plan and then the instruction given per that plan is distanced 

instruction days and the attendance is back filled based on each individual student’s average onsite attendance rate 
at the end of the year. Individual students who are quarantined only have the option to have attendance claimed if 
they are provided homebound instruction, which is five hours of one-on-one instruction in a Sunday to Saturday time 
period, or they can stream live into a classroom where the teacher can see they are present, and be counted as 
onsite. Individual students do not have the option of using the AMI-X plan like a group of students. This is per the 
board rule passed on July 7th. 

 
Q: What exactly are the Student Core instruction method codes? 
A: The exact definitions for the Instruction Method Codes can be found here: 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FilespecCodeSets_2021CodeSets.html#Instruction_Method_Codes. 
 
Virtual 
 
Q: Our district has both in-seat options and virtual instruction that's provided by our teachers and our curriculum. For 

those students who choose not to come to in-seat and receive instruction at home every day, we would code them 
as V for delivery, no program code and would receive their attendance based off course completion, correct? 

A: Yes, that is correct. 
 
Q: We are using Launch. How do we list a teacher of record? 
A: Launch will report the educator information for Launch instructors. 
 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FilespecCodeSets_2021CodeSets.html#Instruction_Method_Codes


Q: How do you address teacher of record if virtual is not MOCAP? 
A: The teacher of record will be reported by the LEA where the student is enrolled for virtual courses that are not 

MOCAP. 
 
Q: For virtual courses using a vendor, not MOCAP, does a teacher of record need to be reported? 
A: Yes. 
 

Q: When is it appropriate to use the S delivery system for virtual courses? 
A: You would use the S delivery system if the student is taking a course via CD, DVD or online program. The course is pre-

programmed and cannot be modified. The course is graded by the computer, multiple choice, self-paced, etc. There is 
no direct teacher instruction or involvement. 

 
Q: The program code for MOCAP is just "50" or "52" correct, not "50-MOCAP" or "52-MOCAP"? 
A: That is correct. 
 
Q: I have a student that is taking classes through an approved MOCAP vendor, but since I wanted to only enroll one 

student, they wouldn't let me enroll her through the MOCAP program. Do I just count her as V and not receive any 
ADA? Our special education coordinator had to enroll her as the parent. 

A: If the district is paying for a student to take a virtual course then attendance is claimed per statute requirements. 
Virtual courses can be MOCAP or through other vendors or even done by districts themselves. Any additional 
questions on if what you are doing is virtual, please contact Caysie Turner at 573-751-2453 or 
DESE.MOCAP@dese.mo.gov. 

 
Q: Can you clarify what makes Launch different than other MOCAP providers since we have been told not to report 

Launch courses? 
A: If you enroll students with a provider, like Launch, through a partnership outside of MOCAP then you will not use the 

codes 50 or 52. Often you can determine this by checking if your district has an agreement with a provider directly.  
 
Q: How does an LEA get virtual instruction vetted? 
A: If the instruction is through MOCAP the vetting is done by DESE. If it is a contract outside of MOCAP or created by the 

LEA then they are responsible for ensuring it meets 162.1250, RSMo.  
 
Q: In the October Cycle – Virtual reporting, the provider reports the educator, but does the "sending" district report a 

course code along with the course delivery system and program code? 
A: Virtual non-MOCAP districts report the educator. If MOCAP the educator is not reported. Launch reports the educator 

and courses. 
 
Q: What did you say that we use for the program code in virtual reporting if we are being the teacher of record but 

using a MOCAP-approved contracted provider like Edgenuity? Do we use program code 52 or just leave program 
code blank? 

A: LEAs will identify MOCAP curriculum-only courses with program code 52 in their MOSIS October Course Assignment. 
If you contract directly with Edgenuity you will not report the program code. 

 
Q: If we have students that are doing the Launch program, we add them to our SIS system as program code 50 and 

report course delivery as V? 
A: Member districts of Launch are purchasing courses from another LEA. Launch fills out the October and June files so 

the resident district does not need to get that information from Launch. For LEAs that are non-Launch members and 
are using a MOCAP course, you will use Program Code 50 and know that the MOCAP office already checked those 
educator certificates.  

 
  

mailto:DESE.MOCAP@dese.mo.gov


Q: For virtual attendance, what must the student do to "complete" the course? Is this a local decision or is there 
guidance on what constitutes a completed class? 

A: As of now DESE does not define course completion. Districts should develop a policy to define course completion and 
apply it to all virtual classes. 

 
Q: Is Launch Program Code 50 or no program code? 
A: Member districts of Launch are purchasing courses from another LEA. Launch reports the October and June Student 

Course Completion files so the resident district does not need to get that information from Launch. For LEAs that are 
non-Launch members and are using a MOCAP course, you will use Program Code 50 and know that the MOCAP office 
already checked those educator certificates. 

 
Q: If they are doing Launch, does that mean we must enter in every content course in our SIS to upload into the 

Assignment file? And Launch has their own teachers, so how do I decide who the teacher of record is?  
A: Launch reports the October and June Student Course Completion files so the resident district does not need to get 

that information from Launch. 
 
Q: We have developed our own virtual courses. If a virtual course is a special education course, is the delivery system 

V or do we use the LI, SC, etc. related to special ed courses? 
A: If the special ed course is virtual (meets requirements of the virtual law, will have attendance reported based on 

course completion) and is aligned with IEPs, then you can report it with the V delivery system. You will receive a 
MOSIS warning if you use V with a special education course code, but you can still submit the file. 

 
Q: We have students doing virtual learning with Launch – not using our teachers. Do we need to have each course 

students are taking submitted or just a general virtual course? 
A: Launch reports the October and June Student Course Completion files so the resident district does not need to get 

that information from Launch. 
 
Q: Is the delivery system "VH" applicable when using program code 50 or 52? 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: What category is LAUNCH? Is it considered virtual? 
A: Yes, Launch is considered virtual. 
 
Q: If we are using our own course curriculum for both blended and virtual students how would we mark delivery 

system? No special online MOCAP or computer courses are being used. Also with that how would we determine 
how many courses we would need to have completed to get 47% attendance? 

A: You would need to create separate classes and code the virtual one with the V delivery system. The ADA will be 
generated based on course completion (which is district defined) and you receive 47% for half of the course being 
completed and 94% for the entire course being completed. 

 
Virtual/Combined Courses 
 
Q: We have some students that are doing virtual classes that are developed by our school. For those classes would we 

report them in our Course Assignment file for the teacher with the minutes split and a combined course code or do 
we not put the course code in the virtual classes so it would not show on the educator assignment? 

A: If the course is truly virtual, report the course twice (once with a V delivery system), then combine them and split the 
minutes. 

 
  



Q: If one teacher is instructing an in-person class but also owning that same content and subject for a small group of 
students taking that virtually (example: 20 students are in person, but five students opt in to virtual only for the 
semester due to health concerns), how is that one teacher’s time for the section reported in Course Assignment? 
Would there be one record that is onsite with no V, another record that is a V? 

A: If the course is truly virtual, yes, report the onsite course and also report the virtual course(s) with a V delivery 
system, then combine them and split the minutes. 

 
Q: We have virtual and seated courses scheduled together in our system. Do we need to split the minutes? 
A: Yes, combine the courses and split the minutes between. 
 
Internet/Device Access 
 
Q: Where do we enter the Instruction Method, Internet Access and Device Access?  
A: These are all fields in the Student Core. If you are not sure where to enter this information in your local records 

system, we encourage you to contact your SIS vendor. 
 
Q: For the new fields Internet and Device Access, do we answer Y if the school district provided a hot spot and a 

laptop to that student? 
A: If you know that a student has access to the internet and to a device for educational purposes at home, whether they 

had these already or whether provided by the school, then yes, you will mark these students as Y in both fields. 
 
Q: Can you give us an example of the best way to determine if a family has internet available in their home? 
A: You could send a survey out to the parents. 
 
Q: Is it OK that the data will change as the year progresses? Ex. A student could be Y in October and N in June. 
A: DESE is only requiring the internet access and device access information to be reported in the October Cycle.   
 
Q: For devices/internet, you are wanting to know if they have it at home, correct? 
A: That is correct.  
 
Q: Are we tracking the internet and device access for all students K-12? 
A: Yes, all students K-12. 
 
Q: If we provide the internet access and device access to all students, can we answer Y for all? 
A: Yes, if the provided access is available to the students directly in the home. 
 
Q: We are in the process of getting Chromebooks for all elementary, but this may not happen until mid-October. Is 

there a specific date we need to use as a cutoff for the device access data? 
A: The last Wednesday in September for the October Cycle. 
 
Q: Do we report Internet Access and Device Access only for virtual students or in-seat students also? 
A: You will report this for both. 
 
End-of-Course (EOC) 
 
Q: Will the EOC History Report in MCDS reflect that the student was scheduled for the Spring EOC but did not take it 

due to school closure? If so, when will this be on the EOC History report? 
A: If the student was enrolled in the pre-code for a specific assessment a participation exception will be applied and that 

student will not have to take the assessment prior to graduating. The June Course Completion file submitted in 
MOSIS will also be used to determine the participation exception. Please refer to the guidance found at the following 
link: https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-End-of-Course-Assessments-COVID-19-Guidance.pdf. 

 

https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-End-of-Course-Assessments-COVID-19-Guidance.pdf


Q: We didn't have all of our students registered for EOC assessment for 2019-20. Does that mean anyone not 
registered has to take the assessments?  

A: For all students in grades 9-12 added to a testing vendor system spring enrollment or contained in the state spring 
pre-code, a 2020 participant record has been created for each specific assessment by student and that student will 
not have to take the assessment prior to graduating. The 2020 June Course Completion file submitted in MOSIS will 
also be used to add a participation record for grade 9-12 students passing a course related to a required EOC 
assessment. Please refer to the guidance found at the following link: https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-
End-of-Course-Assessments-COVID-19-Guidance.pdf. DESE will post securely the participation records in the Student 
test data file under Data Download via the MCDS Portal. Districts/charters are encouraged to use this data file to 
identify their students’ future assessment needs. Please see the Administrative Memo LS-20-001 for a list of 2020 
data release and appeal timelines. 

 
Q: If a student was registered for 2019 Spring EOC, but could not take the test due to school closings, is that student 

required to take that EOC exam 2020 Fall? 
A: For the students registered to take an EOC assessment during the Spring administration of the 2019-20 school year, 

the Department will consider those students as participants. 
 
Q: If a student was in a government class in 2019-20 and did not get to take the EOC test in Spring, does that student 

have to take the EOC test this year before they can graduate?  
A: For all students in grades 9-12 added to a testing vendor system spring enrollment or contained in the state spring 

pre-code, a 2020 participant record has been created for each specific assessment by student and that student will 
not have to take the assessment prior to graduating. The 2020 June Course Completion file submitted in MOSIS will 
also be used to add a participation record for grade 9-12 students passing a course related to a required EOC 
assessment. Please refer to the guidance found at the following link: https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/2020-
End-of-Course-Assessments-COVID-19-Guidance.pdf. DESE will post securely the participation records in the Student 
test data file under Data Download via the MCDS Portal. Districts/charters are encouraged to use this data file to 
identify their students’ future assessments needs. Please see the Administrative Memo LS-20-001 for a list of 2020 
data release and appeal timelines. 

 
Miscellaneous 
 
Q: We serve both a nonpublic school and neglected program that use Title I dollars to pay for after-school tutoring. 

How do I report tutors in the Educator file?  
A: Report after-school tutors according to the instructions provided in Exhibit 15 of the Core Data/MOSIS manual.  
 
Q: We have not submitted our June 2020 ASVAB because we were unable to give it because of COVID. We have been 

in contact to set up a date but it looks like it won't be until October or November before we can get that done. Will 
we be allowed an exception to the date? 

A: If you do not administer the ASVAB until October or November, you will report that data in the following year’s data. 
 
Q: How do we know DESE has an AMI-X plan on file from our district? 
A: Districts with an approved AMI-X application have been notified. An approval letter was sent to the superintendent 

for every district/charter that has been approved.  

Q: For the August Cycle, if we didn't have summer school, we do not need to submit the August MOSIS file, correct? 
A: Correct. 
 
Q: With so many new things is it possible for you to hold more webinars or maybe Zoom meetings between now and 

October file dates? I think we all have so many questions. 
A: We will do our best to provide continued training opportunities to districts as more information and reporting 

situations arise this year. Please continue to send us questions and suggestions at coredata-mosis@dese.mo.gov. 
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Q: Is there any type of grace period for the October Cycle? 
A: The official due date for the October Cycle is October 15, please let us know how we can help you meet the deadline.  
  
Q: What is the One Prior 10 field and where is that marked? Is it marked directly in DESE or in our SIS system? Does it 

need to be marked for all students? 
A: The One Prior 10 field indicates whether a student was in attendance at least one of the 10 days prior to the count 

date. This field is part of the Student Core. You can verify where to enter this information in your local records system 
with your SIS vendor. This is required for students with residency status of R1, R2, FL or DI. 

 
Q: On the One Prior 10, if the student is virtual only do I use an N or a Y? 
A: If they are engaged in the instructional process they are marked as present at least one of the 10 preceding days, 

which is an N. 
 
Q:  We have an Early Childhood student who attends only for speech at Early Childhood Special Education program for 

60 minutes per week. But the rest of the time she attends our regular early childhood (ECE) program. Is she eligible 
for PK eligible state aid program also, if she gets approved based on the requirements needed to satisfy for PK 
eligible state aid? How should we report the student, we are not sure if she can be claimed for both?  

A: You can do both in this situation. You'll include the IEP disability category and report attendance hours.  
 
Q: On Screen 02 in Core Data we have a red warning that our contract days are less than 174 and that is correct. We 

have 170 actual contracted days which equals 1067 hours. We thought we now went by hours and not days. Do we 
need to worry about the edit message? 

A: If you have verified your information is correct, please ignore this warning. 


