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Why is Compliance Important?

Compliance is the FOUNDATION 
of your district’s               

Special Education Program

Process
Following all the 

steps,

in the correct order,

within the timelines

Content
Implementing the IEP 

as written and 
documenting correctly

(Implementation and Evidence)

The BURNING Questions of Compliance 

Why do we do what we do?

What are we supposed to do? 

When do we do it?

How do we do it?

And then prove that we’ve done it?
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The “IEP” of SPED Compliance 

I       Implementation
dE      Evidence

P      Process

We are here to help you!

Don’t Panic!

Special Education Compliance: 
573-751-0699

secompliance@dese.mo.gov

MY RPDC Compliance Consultant:

Compliance Breakout Overview

 Session 1: Why?
Program Review Standards & Indicators Manual, State Plan 
for SPED, Federal Regulations & IDEA, Administrator’s Checklist

 Session 2: How Well?
SPP and APR, SPED Profile, Annual Determinations, Cohorts 
for Monitoring, Data-based decisions

 Session 3: Who, What and When?

The SPED Process (200’s indicators)

 Session 4: When Things Don’t Work!

Dispute Resolution and Discipline (300’s)
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Keep in Mind . . . .

 Speaking in acronyms

 LEA = Local Education Agency

 IEP = Individualized Education Program

 Common terminology (short-hand speak)

 LEA = school district = responsible public agency

Parent = guardian = surrogate parent = age 
eligible student (18+ and own legal guardian)

 Wide-range of experience in the room

Keep in Mind . . . .
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SPED COMPLIANCE:  
WHY?

Standards & Indicators Manual 
State Plan for SPED

NEW DIRECTORS’ ACADEMY PRESENTATION

Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

State Plan for SPED
Federal Regulations & IDEA

Administrator’s Checklist

July, 2016
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Session 1:  Learning Outcomes 

After today’s training, you will:

Know the legal foundations of Special Education

Know how to access and use the Standards & Indicators 
ManualManual

Be able to review your LEA procedures and practices so 
they align with the Administrator’s Checklist

Know the options for providing speech/language services

Be able to meet compliance requirements when a student 
with a disability transfers into your LEA

Why We Do What We Do . . . 

The Legal Foundation of Special Education 

Federal Law:  The IDEA

Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA)                      Federal Regulations

Missouri State Plan                         Standards and 
for Special Education                       Indicators Manual  

Local Compliance Plans
and

Assurance Statements
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Everything You Ever Wanted to Know 
About Special Education. . .

Standards & Indicators Manual  

Reading the Standards & Indicators 

 Legal Requirement 
 What do all those numbers reference? 
 Federal & State Laws

 The State Plan for Special Educationp

 Indicator 
 What is required
 Notes provide additional clarification

 Documentation 
 The evidence of meeting the requirement
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 The 100’s indicators

in the Standards & Indicators Manual

Administrator’s Checklist

 A “Laundry List” of SPED Administrative 
Requirements

Public Awareness:
Finding potentially eligible students

Educational Surrogates:
Looking Out for the Student’s Best Interests
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Confidentially Training and Procedures:
Ensuring Confidentiality for Students

Other Administrative items. . .

Paraprofessional Credentials and Training:
Providing Qualified Staff to Support Students

Paraprofessionals: 
Credentials and Training Requirements

 Credentials  (Indicators #: 100.240-100.270)

 Training   (Indicator #: 100.280)
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Public Insurance (Medicaid):
Funding for Services Provided to Students

Private / Parochial Students with Disabilities:
Determining Proportionate Share Services

Hearing Aids and Hearing Devices:
Monitoring to Ensure Proper Functioning
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Response to Intervention:
Identifying Students with Learning Disabilities

Contractual Services:
Providing Services When the LEA is Unable

State Board Operated Programs (SBOP)

Missouri School for the Blind (MSB) located in 
St. Louis

Missouri School for the Deaf (MSD) located in Missouri School for the Deaf (MSD) located in 
Fulton

Missouri Schools for the Severely Disabled 
(MSSD) located throughout the state
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Destruction of Records:
Getting Rid of Out-of-Date Paperwork

Release of Information:
Sharing Educational Records and Information

Transfer of Rights:
Notifying the Student and Parent
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Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE):
Getting a Second Opinion

NIMAS / NIMAC:  
Ensuring Accessible Materials 

Appropriately Certificated Teachers:
Providing Quality Instruction to Students
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Special School District:
Additional Requirements for Compliance

•Disproportionate Representation

Disproportionality:
Ensuring Equal Treatment for Students

•Discipline

•Significant Disproportionality

• Identification

• Placement

• Discipline

THE SPED PROCESS:  
WHO, WHAT AND WHEN?

Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

NEW DIRECTORS’ ACADEMY PRESENTATION
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The 200’s Indicators. . .



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

13

THE  SPED PROCESS:
Discipline for 

Students With Disabilities

NEW DIRECTORS’ ACADEMY PRESENTATION

July 2015
Missouri Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education

The 300’s Indicators. . .

Speech / Language Services:
Options for Providing Therapy

The 400’s Indicators. . .

http://dese.mo.gov/communications/webinar/speech-
implementer

LEA Options for Providing 
Speech/Language Services

SLP

• Speech/Language Pathologist
• Must be currently licensed through the State Board of Healing Arts
• May also be certificated through DESE

• Speech/Language Pathology Assistant
• Li d th h th  St t  B d f H li  A t

SLP-A
• Licensed through the State Board of Healing Arts
• Supervised by SLP
• Permanent delivery model

SI

• Speech Implementer
• Certificated teacher approved by DESE
• Supervised by SLP
• Requires ANNUAL approval from DESE
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In-State Transfer

Transfer Students:
Ensuring a Smooth Transition to Their New School 

The 500’s Indicators. . .

http://dese.mo.gov/communications/webinar/transfer-process-students-disabilities

Initial Contact / Enrollment Paperwork 

 Train staff who process new enrollees to the 
district

“Trigger” words 
 Check enrollment forms  Check enrollment forms 

Common language

 Staff must LOOK, LISTEN

and ASK. . . and then 

NOTIFY special education 

staff

Gaining information 

Receiving School:  Talk with 
parents and staff from 
sending school

Records Interview

Receiving School:  Request 
within two (2) days of sending school

Sending School:  Share 
information about student’s 
evaluation and IEP

enrollment

Sending School:  Send within 
five (5) business days of 
receiving request for records
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Beginning the Transfer Process

Is there reason to suspect that the new student is a 
student with a disability based on enrollment 
paperwork, interviews and/or student records?

Yes                     No
Enroll the student in 
general education 
following district 
policies

Is the student transferring from In-State or Out-of-
State?  Be sure to use the correct form so that you 
follow the required compliance procedures for the 
type of transfer of your student

Plan to Provide FAPE

 IDEA requires that students with IEP’s receive FAPE

 IDEA requires:
 If an IEP is received at enrollment and there is a delay 

in accepting or rejecting that IEP p g j g

OR 

 if the IEP is rejected and there is a delay in developing 
a new annual IEP, 

 the public agency in consultation with the parent must 
provide FAPE to the child including services comparable 
to those in the previous IEP

 Model Comparable Services Form now available

Decisions about the IEP

Accept = Implement 
Reject = provide 

bl  i  Accept = Implement 
EXACTLY

comparable services 
until new annual IEP 

is developed

NO Interim 
IEP

NO  IEP 
Amendment
to Transfer 
IEP’s
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In-State Transfer

Eligibility Criteria:
Identifying Students for Special Education  

The 600’s – 2100’s Indicators. . .



Missouri Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

17

What are your questions?


