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MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AGENDA ITEM:                         June 2020 
 

CORONAVIRUS AID, RELIEF, AND ECONOMIC SECURITY (CARES) ACT UPDATE 
 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 

Section 161.092, RSMo 
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Item 

 
 
PRIORITY AREAS 
 
Safe & Healthy Schools  
 
Success-Ready Students & Workforce Development 
 
SUMMARY  
 
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act created a number of funding 
streams that benefit our state. The Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) is administered at the state 
level and includes distribution of funds to counties.  The Department is working closely with 
other state agencies to explore ways that schools could access state CRF funds.  
 
The Education Stabilization Fund (ESF) contains two component funds that are administered in 
whole or in part by the Department. These include the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief 
(GEER) Fund and Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund.  These 
grants are being used to address three major priorities: reducing the digital divide, equipping 
educators for distance learning, and meeting the social-emotional needs of students. The ESF 
also contains a discretionary grant program, the Re-thinking Educational Models grant, to which 
the Department will apply. 
 
GEER and ESSER funding contain equitable services requirements. The Board will updated on 
current thinking around the equitable share calculation for non-public schools. 
 
PRESENTERS 
 
Shari LePage, Chief Operating Officer; Blaine Henningsen, Assistant Commissioner, Office of 
College and Career Readiness; David Tramel, Coordinator, Division of Financial and 
Administrative Services; Chris Neale, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Quality Schools; and 
Peggy Landwehr, General Counsel, will assist in the presentation and discussion of this agenda 
item. 
 
 

 



Shari LePage, Blaine Henningsen, Chris 
Neale, Peggy Landwehr

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act

June 9, 2020
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• Signed March 27, 2020
• $2,200,000,000,000 for the United States and U.S. 

Territories
• Includes Education Stabilization Fund of $30.75B

 Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund (GEER)
 Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER)
 Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEER)
 Discretionary Grants 

Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act 3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act was signed into law March 27, 2020.  This Act provided $2.2 Trillion of funding split between Coronavirus Relief Funds and the Education Stabilization Funds.  Included under the Stabilization funds are the Governor’s Emergency Relief Fund (GEER) the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER), the Higher Education Relief Fund (HEER) and Discretionary Grants such as Re-Thinking Educational models that Blaine will talk about in a few minutes.
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CARES
$2.66B

Coronavirus Relief 
Fund
$2.4B

Missouri
$2.1B

Other Counties
$500M

Counties with more 
than 500k

$300M

Education 
Stabilization Fund

$262.6M

GEER 
$54.6M

Dept. of Higher Ed. 
& Workforce Dev.

$24.6M

DESE 
$30M

ESSER
$208M

LEAs
$187M

DESE Reserve
$20.1M 

Re-thinking 
Education Models

($ TBD)

Missouri CARES Act Funding Amounts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide breaks down Missouri funding amounts.  Missouri has been allocated $2.66 Billion under the CARES Act.  $262.6 million in Education Stabilization Funds and $2.48 Billion in Coronavirus Relief Funds.  Of the $2.4 Billion Coronavirus Relief funds allocated to Missouri, the State has sent $300 million of these funds to the 2 largest counties in Missouri (St. Louis and Jackson counties)($174.49 per person) and $500 million to the remaining counties based on population ($117 per person based on 2019 population)  That leaves 1.6 billion left for Missouri to distribute.  
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Allowable Uses:
1. Expenditures incurred due to COVID-19,
2. Expenditures not accounted for in the most 

recent budget as of March 27, 2020, and 
3. COVID-19 expenditures incurred from March 1 

to December 30, 2020.

Coronavirus Relief Fund

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Coronavirus Relief Fund can be used for any COVID 19 expenditures incurred from March 1 to December 30, 2020.  The Office of Administration and the Governor’s office has asked agencies to flag COVID 19 expenses within the Statewide Accounting system with a special code.  These expenses could be reimbursed using the Coronavirus Relief funds.  Agencies have been asked to provide salaries of staff who have worked and estimate will work on COVID 19 related services for potential reimbursement with these funds.  The Governor indicated (in his call with Superintendents) that some of these funds could be allocated to school districts and charter schools.  DESE has sent a survey to school districts and charter schools asking for COVID 19 related expenses that they have incurred or will incur that will not be reimbursed under any of the other CARES Act funds.  We will submit that information to OA and the Governor’s office for consideration.  Districts are in the process of receiving ESSER funds and could possibly be receiving Coronavirus Relief funds through their County.  The expenses indicated in this survey should not include any expense reimbursed from either of these funding sources.Next Blaine will talk you through the Re-Thinking Education Models Discretionary Grants.
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Education Stabilization Funds
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• Application Period Open
 311 Received and Reviewed
 91 Complete
 $20M Transmitted

LEA ESSER Funds



• Allowed by existing federal 
programs

• Coordinated responses to 
COVID-19

• Resources for school 
leaders

• Addressing the needs of 
marginalized students

• Improving preparedness
• Professional development

• Sanitizing supplies
• Coordinating for long term 

closures, including meals 
and technology

• Mental health services and 
supports

• Summer learning
• Maintaining continuity of 

services

ESSER Allowable Uses 8
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ESSER State Reserve



910
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• Digital Divide

• Distance Learning Professional Development

• Social-Emotional Learning Supports

State Priorities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statewide availability: DEDTechnical Analysis: MORENetCommunity Wi-FI: DESE, DHEWD, Libraries, DNRDevices: DESE, DHEWD, LibrariesAvailability – AffordabilityState Micro-Fusion CellDEDDHEWDDESEMORENetDNRState Library SystemsMissouri Teachers of the Year Finalists10 “Chapters” of knowledgeVideo format – 1 hour per chapterFeaturing Missouri teachersAugust 1, 2020 deploymentResources to support studentsTrauma-informed schoolsDepartment of Mental Health resources
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Equitable Services – Non-public schools
CARES Act – USED Guidance



ESSER Language – How funds are allocated:
“(b) . . .The amount of each grant under 
subsection (a) shall be allocated by the 
Secretary to each State in the same proportion 
as each State received under part A of title I of 
the ESEA [Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act] of 1965 in the most recent fiscal year.”

CARES Act - Division B, Title VIII, Section 18003
Allocation to States 13



ESSER Language – Providing equitable services:
“(a) IN GENERAL.— A local educational agency 
receiving funds under sections 18002 or 18003 of 
this title shall provide equitable services in the 
same manner as provided under section 1117 of 
the ESEA of 1965 to students and teachers in 
non-public schools, as determined in consultation 
with representatives of non-public schools.”

CARES Act - Division B, Title VIII, Section 18005
Assistance to Non-Public Schools 14

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Normally, under Section 1117 of ESEA, as interpreted by USED consistently over decades and as recently as October 2019, the LEA calculates the required equitable participation of non-public schools based on the number of low-income children in each participating non-public school in the LEA.”CCSSO Letter to DeVos - Dated 5/5/2020



“An LEA must offer to provide equitable services under 
the CARES Act programs to students and teachers in all 
non-public schools located in the LEA, even if a non-
public school has not previously participated under 
Title I, Part A or Title VIII of the ESEA.” 

USED’s Guidance: FAQ Dated 4/30/2020
Assistance to Non-Public Schools 15



• CARES Act – Equitable share is determined by the 
economic deprivation method.

• USED Guidance – Equitable share is determined by the 
enrollment method.

How will the SEA Define Equitable share? 16
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Shari LePage: Shari.LePage@dese.mo.gov
Blaine Henningsen: Blaine.Henningsen@dese.mo.gov

Chris Neale: Chris.Neale@dese.mo.gov
Peggy Landwehr: Margaret.Landwehr@dese.mo.gov

Questions?

mailto:Shari.LePage@dese.mo.gov
mailto:Blaine.Henningsen@dese.mo.gov
mailto:Chris.Neale@dese.mo.gov
mailto:Margaret.Landwehr@dese.mo.gov
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