Missouri Content Standards for Adult Basic Education and Adult Secondary Education (ABE/ASE)

As the need for quality adult education programs grows, so does the nationwide concern for standards by which quality programs can be identified by their stakeholders. Stakeholders refer to those people or segments of society who have a deeply embedded need for people to be able to perform in certain ways. Examples include employers, teachers, family members, social workers, members of the medical profession, judges and lawyers, public employees, and most importantly, the students.

Standards provide a uniform framework within which teaching and learning occur.  Standards 

· May guide curricular development; however, they are NOT a curriculum

· Provide samples of the types of skills and competencies expected of the

      successful individual in a work, community, academic, or family setting;

· Identify sample activities to assist the teacher, the student, and the general          public in understanding what tasks a student must be able to perform in order to be a successful member of society.

· Represent the framework within which learning and teaching occur; however, they are not inclusive of all aspects of the learning and teaching process or its activities.


The intent of the Missouri Adult Basic Education/Adult Secondary Education Standards is to provide a framework within which programs can integrate the offering of courses related to the GED Tests and life skills needed for a student to be a successful member of society.  The standards are to be used thoughtfully as adult educators consider the foundations of their curriculum, especially the progression of learning levels.  Specifically, our adult educators and our stakeholders need to consider the following key points regarding standards:

· Programs and classrooms within programs are multi-leveled.  Levels provided are designed to show a logical progression for students as they move through the various phases of the curriculum of a program.

· Program directors and classroom teachers sequence learning experiences to account for students who have had little formal schooling or whose schooling and experiences have been interrupted.

· Program directors and classroom teachers develop additional objectives and activities for their students in order to provide a balanced learning experience that builds upon the individual’s knowledge base.

· Program directors and classroom teachers assess and report learning on an individual basis, noting progress as a package that includes test scores as one part of the package.

· Program directors and classroom teachers utilize the framework to adapt the level of learning to the individual student.
Organization of Standards Explained


Terminology related to standards based education can be confusing.  Terminology varies from one organization to another.  However, they all follow the same principle.  They are shaped like a funnel with the top of the funnel or the widest part being the broadest possible statement and the narrowest part of the funnel representing the day to day activities that one might find in the classroom.  In the Missouri ABE/ASE Standards, we have identified the following levels ranging from the broadest (subject area) to the narrowest (benchmarks): Subject Area, Goals, Standards, Performance Indicators, Benchmarks.  

Subject Areas


The subject areas represent the basic subjects tested on the GED Tests, as well as life skills.  The subject areas are

· Communication:  This includes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.
· Humanities and Social Sciences:  This subject area includes topics of geography, history, culture and current events.
· Mathematics and Numeracy:  This subject area includes skills such as number relationships, algebra, geometry, charts and graphs, measurement, fractions and percents.
· Science and Technology:  This subject area includes topics such as basic science principles, health and technology.
· Workplace and Life Skills:  This subject area includes skills such as decision making, personal growth, employment, community participation, goals, organizational systems and using resources.
Goals

Within each of the subject areas are goals.  The goals are broad statements about which the student should be able to do in their daily lives as well as for the GED Tests.  The goals of the Communication subject area are 
· Adult learners will listen with understanding at home, at the workplace, in school and in the community.
· Adult learners will speak so that others can understand at home, at work, at school and in the community.
· Adult learners will read with understanding at home, at the workplace, at school, and in the community.
· Adult learners will acquire the knowledge and skills to convey ideas in writing with family, in the workplace, at school and in the community.
 Standards

Within each strand are the standards, more specific statements about what students should know or be able to do.  The standards for each goal reflect the needs of the context or content in which the standard appears.  


The standards for Communication, Goal One are listed below.  

Goal One:  Adult learners will listen with understanding at home, at the workplace, in school and in the community.
· Standard 1:   Listen actively in a variety of contexts. 
Performance Indicators

Sample performance indicators appear under each standard.  Performance indicators refer to the objectives that are generally addressed under that particular standard.  The performance indicators are SAMPLES of the type of objective that a learner would be expected to demonstrate knowledge and use of in the ABE/ASE classroom.


Communication, Goal one, Standard 1 (Listening), performance indicators include the following examples:  1.  identify and develop active listening skills, 2.  use listening strategies appropriate for the purpose.


When a student can perform these objectives, we can say that they are able to meet the goals indicated within the subject area.  Performance indicators are identifiable through the upper level thinking skills as indicated in Blooms Taxonomy (e.g. communicate, identify, extract, respond, etc.) 
Benchmarks

Under the performance indicators are the benchmarks.  Benchmarks are actions or activities that teachers and students engage in while in the classroom or which the student uses outside of the classroom.  These are the “specifics” of learning.


Examples of Benchmarks for the Communication, Strand one, Standard 1 (Listening), performance indicators listed above might include 1.  restating and following simple directions, 2.  use active listening skills for providing feedback, 3.  demonstrate listening behaviors (i.e. prepares to listen, listens without interruption, maintains eye contact), 4.  recognize and interpret propaganda techniques delivered using a variety of media.

Visually, the funnel for Communication, goal one, standard one, performance indicator, and benchmark resemble the following:

	
Communication  (Subject Area)
Listening          (Goal)

       Listen actively in a variety of contexts.     (Standard)
Use listening strategies appropriate for the purpose.        (Performance Indicator)

Demonstrate listening behaviors.

(Benchmark)



The Levels of Instruction

The benchmarks are further divided into six levels.  The levels identified within the benchmarks include Beginning Literacy, Beginning Basic Education, Low Intermediate, High Intermediate, Low Adult Secondary and High Adult Secondary.  These levels correspond to the levels of the National Reporting System.
Similarities Across Strands, Standards, Levels, Performance Indicators, and Benchmarks


The reader will note that there may be similarities across goals, standards, levels, performance indicators, and benchmarks. Education is an integrated whole…not isolated pieces.  This integrated whole is reflected in the overlap among terminology and examples provided across the document.  When viewing the document from the perspectives of levels of learning, the reader will note that the higher the level, the more advanced the goal, the objective, and the task identified.  The lower the level, the lower the expected performance on the task.

In Closing


Standards are designed to guide the adult education teaching and learning process, assuring access to quality instruction for all students.  Some view standards as a contract with the students and other stakeholders that identify what good teachers and quality programs have offered ABE/ASE students for years in the state of Missouri.  In the classroom, standards provide direction organizing and presenting material, focusing learning, and meeting expectations of the students and the community.  All people recognize that standards are fluid, open to change and discussion, revision, and re-focusing.
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