
Language Arts
Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.2 Construct understandings of text

EE.RI.11-12.4
Initial Precursor: Can provide real-life examples of words connected to a use (describe 

people who are friendly)
Distal Precursor: Can demonstrate an understanding that when two words have the same 

meaning, they are synonyms (the student may or may not explicitly use the 
term synonym, but this term should be used with the student)

Proximal Precursor: Can demonstrate an understanding that words might have a slightly 
different meaning or use depending on the specificcontext in which they are 
used

Target: Can determine the specific contextual meaning of a word or phrase as it is 
used in a single instance in a text or how it is gradually altered throughout 
the sentences, paragraphs, chapters, and sections of a text, regardless of 
whether the student may know the word in terms of its typical use

Successor: Can identify the words and phrases used by a narrative's author to create 
mystery, tension, or surprise

Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.2 Construct understandings of text

EE.RI.11-12.8

Initial Precursor: Realizes that what he or she is thinking or viewing may or may not be the 
same aswhat other people see or think

Distal Precursor: Can determine the details used to defend a claim in a text 

Proximal Precursor: Can analyze how specific evidence supports claims that form an argument in 
an informational text or presentation on a topic

Target: Can evaluate the quality of the evidence and reasoning related to the 
argument made by an author in an informational text and arrive at a 
conclusion about the claim

Determine how words or phrases in a text, including words with multiple meanings and figurative 

Essential Elements for 12th grade 1st quarter

Determine whether the claims and reasoning enhance the author's argument in an informational 
text.



Successor: Can compare and contrast the arguments and the supporting claims, 
reasons, and evidence made by authors of two different informational texts 
on the same topic

Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.2 Construct understandings of text

EE.RI.11-12.5 Determine whether the structure of a text enhances an author's claim.
Initial Precursor: Can identify the concrete details, such as individuals, events, or ideas in 

familiar informational texts
Distal Precursor: Can find specific details in an informational text to answer questions asking 

about information explicitly stated in the text
Proximal Precursor: Can determine the specific evidence used to support a claim regarding 

either an informational or literary text or the topic of a presentation

Target: Can determine if the structure of the text contributes to the author's claims. 
Students can identify how word choice and organization enhance an 
author's claim

Successor: Can compare the arguments and the supporting claims, reasons, and 
evidence made by authors of two different informational texts on the same 
topic

Math
Major Claim Students demonstrateincreasingly complexunderstanding of number sense.
Conceptual Area M.C1.3 Calculate accurately and efficiently using simple arithmetic operations

S-IC.1-2

Initial Precursor: Compare objects for sameness                                                                                           
Arrange objects in pairs

Distal Precursor: Recognize outcomes of an event                                                                                       
Recognize possible outcomes

Proximal Precursor: Recognize sample space

Determine the likelihood of an event occurring when the outcomes are equally likely to occur



Target: Determine theoretical probability of a simple event where all outcomes 
are equally likely

Successor: Determine theoretical probability of simple event where some outcomes 
are more likely than others

Major Claim Students demonstrateincreasingly complex spatialreasoning and understanding ofgeometric principles.
Conceptual Area M.C2.2 Solve problems involving area, perimeter, and volume

G-GPE.7 Find perimeter and area of squares and rectangles to solve real-world problems.
Initial Precursor: Recognize attribute values

Distal Precursor: Recognize measureable attributes

Proximal Precursor: Calculate perimeter by adding all the side lengths                                                         
Calculate area by counting unit squares

Target: Solve word problems involving perimeter of polygons                                                        
Solve word problems involving area of rectangles

Successor: Mathematize contextual situation involving perimeter of polygons                     
Mathematize contextual situations involving area of polygons

Physical Education
T: Summarize the history, rules, terminology and etiquette in aquatics or gymnastics
T: Identify and apply rules, skill techniques and basic strategies in aquatics or gymnastics



Language Arts
Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.2 Construct understandings of text

EE.L.11-12.4.a Use context to determinethe meaning of unknown words.
Initial Precursor: Can demonstrate a receptive understanding of the property words that 

describe the objects that accompany familiar games or routines
Distal Precursor: Can determine the meaning of a word when the definition is given using 

appositives, relative clauses, within a conjunction, or a direct explanation 
within a text. Examples and restatements may also be used in the sentence 

Proximal Precursor: Can identify what word is missing in a written sentence by using the 
surrounding words in the sentence and the sentence's meaning as clues

Target: Can infer word meaning using semantic clues in the sentence or paragraph, 
including restatement, illustrations or examples, similes, metaphors, 
personification, summary, and cause/effect

Successor: Can infer the meaning of a phrase using semantic clues in the sentence or 
paragraph, including restatement, illustrations or examples, similes, 
metaphors, personification, and cause/effect

Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.3 Integrate ideas and information from text

EE.RI.11-12.3 Determine how individuals, ideas, or events change over the course of the text.
Initial Precursor: As a result of experience with a routine, the student is able to identify actions 

associated with the routine
Distal Precursor: Can identify the order in which two eventsoccur in an informational text 

Proximal Precursor: Can identify information that indicates the temporal order of ideas or events 
presented in an informational text

Target: Can determine how the individuals, ideas, events, and other details change 
over the course of an informational text 

Essential Elements for 12th grade 2nd quarter



Successor: Can identify how the author elaborates on the topic mentioned in the 
introduction and indicates how individuals, events, and ideas relate to and 
influence each other

Major Claim Students can comprehend text in increasingly complex ways
Conceptual Area ELA.C1.3 Integrate ideas and information from text

EE.RI.11-12.9 Compare and contrast arguments made by twodifferent texts on the same topic.
Initial Precursor: Realizes that what he or she is thinking or viewing may or may not be the 

same aswhat other people see or think
Distal Precursor: Can determine the details used to defend a claim in a text 

Proximal Precursor: Can determine the specific evidence used to support a claim regarding either 
an informational or literary text or the topic of a presentation

Target: Can compare and contrast the arguments and the supporting claims, reasons, 
and evidence made by authors of two different informational texts on the 
same topic

Successor: Can use the similarities and differences in the purpose the authors have for 
writing different informational texts on the same topic to compare and 
contrast them

Math
Major Claim Students demonstrateincreasingly complexunderstanding of measurement,data, and analytic procedures.
Conceptual Area M.C3.2 Represent and interpret data displays

S-ID.4 Calculate the mean of a given data set (limit the number of data points to fewer than five).
Initial Precursor: Recognize attribute values

Distal Precursor: Classify

Proximal Precursor: Summarize data by the number of observations
Target: Calculate mean
Successor: Summarize data by measurement

Major Claim Students solve increasinglycomplex mathematical problems,making productive use of algebraand functions
Conceptual Area M.C4.1 Use operations and models to solve problems

A-SSE.3 Solve simple algebraic equations with one variable using multiplication and division.



Initial Precursor: Partition sets                                                                                                                                           
Combine sets

Distal Precursor: Demonstrate the concept of division                                                                                      
Demonstrate the concept of multiplication

Proximal Precursor: Determine the unknown in a division equation                                                                           
Determine the unknown in a multiplication equation

Target: Solve linear equations in one variable                                                                                                
Solve linear equations in 1 variable with rational number coefficients

Successor: Solve linear inequalities in 1 variable

Physical Education
T: Consistently demonstrate skill competency in aquatics or gymnastics
T: Investigate and cite career opportunities available as related to physical education (e.g., panel, research paper)



Language Arts
Major Claim Students can produce writing for a range of purposes and audiences
Conceptual Area ELA.C2.1 Use writing to communicate

EE.W.11-12.2.f Provide a closing or concluding statement.
Initial Precursor: As a result of the experience with a routine, the student is able to identify the end 

or completion of a routine
Distal Precursor: Can produce a universal ending in writing (e.g., the student can write "the end")

Proximal Precursor: Can write a concluding sentence, statement, or section of a written text to bring 
together all the information presented in the text

Target: Can produce a conclusion for a text he or she is writing
Successor: Can create a writing piece that includes a conclusion that is relevantto the main 

topic of the piece
Major Claim Students can produce writing for a range of purposes and audiences
Conceptual Area ELA.C2.1 Use writing to communicate

EE.L.11-12.2.b

Initial Precursor: Can recognize the sound of the letter of their first name in words they hear and see, 
and can correctly represent this letter when spelling words that start with the same 
letter

Distal Precursor: Can produce a string of letters (student attempts to write words) by combining 
random letters

Proximal Precursor: Student accurately selects (from a complete alphabet array on a keyboard or other 
AT device) or writes the correct initial sound that corresponds with a word

Target: Can use letter-sound knowledge to spell words phonetically by including letters that 
represent sounds from the word. Can produce conventional spellings for single 
syllable words including some words with long vowels in which the vowel sound is 
broken up in the written word by placing the -e associated with long vowel sound at 
the end

Successor: Can correctly spell words that do not follow common word patterning rules

Essential Elements for 12th grade 3rd quarter

Spell most single-syllable words correctly and apply knowledge of word chunks in spelling longer words.



Math
Major Claim Students solve increasinglycomplex mathematical problems,making productive use of algebraand functions
Conceptual Area M.C4.2 Understand patterns and functional thinking

F-IF.4-6

Initial Precursor: Arrange objects in pairs                                                                                                                   
Order objects

Distal Precursor: Explain coordinate pairs (ordered pairs)                                                                           
Explain x-coordinate                                                                                                                     
Explain y-coordinate

Proximal Precursor: Recognize covariation                                                                                                                 
Recognize direction of covariation                                                                                          
Describe rate of change in a graph

Target: Compare two functions with different rate of change                                                         
Analyze linear function graphs

Successor: Solve real-world problems by interpreting linear function graphs                
Compare properties of 2 functions represented in the same way

Physical Education
T: Demonstrate rhythmic activities that use a variety of equipment to develop various components of fitness (e.g., dumbbells, exercise 
bands, steps, balls, scarves)

T: Demonstrate basic skills and social etiquette in a variety of dance forms utilizing different cultural backgrounds (e.g., line dance, 
social, folk, aerobic, square, jazz, contemporary)

Construct graphs that represent linear functions with different rates of change and interpret which is 
faster/slower, higher/lower, etc.



Language Arts
Major Claim Students can produce writing for a range of purposes and audiences
Conceptual Area ELA.C2.2 Use writing to communicate

EE.W.11-12.2.b Develop the topic with relevant facts, details, or quotes.
Initial Precursor: Can use functional words (describe a noun's function/use) to describe common 

persons, places, objects, or events
Distal Precursor: Can use words that categorize (actually identify the category a noun belongs to) 

to describe common persons, places, objects, or events
Proximal Precursor: Student is able identify a quote that provides relevant information about a topic

Target: Can use at least one quote from one (or more) print sources to strengthen 
informational writing

Successor: Can provide evidence about a topic using relevant, well-chosen, and sufficient 
facts, concrete details, definitions, quotations, and examples when writing an 
informational text

Math
Major Claim Students solve increasinglycomplex mathematical problems,making productive use of algebraand functions
Conceptual Area M.C4.2 Understand patterns and functional thinking

F-LE.1-3

Initial Precursor: Arrange objects in pairs                                                                                                               
Order objects

Distal Precursor: Explain x-coordinate                                                                                                              
Explain y-coordinate                                                                                                                  
Explain coordinate pairs (ordered pairs)

Proximal Precursor: Recognize covariation                                                                                                                     
Recognize direction of covariation                                                                                 
Determine slope based on coordinate pairs

Target: Explain average rate of change                                                                                    
Determine rate of change of linear functions

Essential Elements for 12th grade 4th quarter

Model a simple linear function such as y=mx to show that these functions increase by equal amounts 
over equal intervals.



Successor: Recognize intervals where functionis increasing                                                                
Recognize intervals where function is decreasing                                                                  
Estimate average rate of change given graph

Physical Education
T: Compare the recreational and social aspects of a variety of dances and their impact on cultural development
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