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Teacher Growth Guide 1.1 

 
Standard 1:  Content knowledge aligned with appropriate instruction. 
 
The teacher understands the central concepts, structures, and tools of inquiry of the discipline(s) and creates learning experiences that 
make these aspects of subject matter meaningful and engaging for students. 
 
Quality Indicator 1: Content knowledge and academic language 
 
                      Emerging                                                      Developing                                       Proficient                                           Distinguished                                                                                                                
1E1) The emerging teacher…  
 

Knows and can demonstrate 
breadth and depth of content 
knowledge and communicates the 
meaning of academic language. 
 

 

1D1) The developing teacher also… 
 

Delivers accurate content learning    
experiences using supplemental 
resources and incorporates 
academic language into learning 
activities. 

 

1P1) The proficient teacher also… 
 

Infuses new information into 
instructional units and lessons 
displaying solid knowledge of the 
important concepts of the 
discipline. 

 

1S1) The distinguished teacher also… 
 

Has mastery of taught subjects 
and continually infuses new 
research-based content 
knowledge into instruction. 

 

Professional Frames 

Evidence of Commitment 
Is well prepared to guide students 
to a deeper understanding of 
content 

 
Evidence of Practice 

Instruction reflects accuracy of 
content knowledge 

 
 
 
Evidence of Impact 

Students are generally familiar 
with academic language 

 

Evidence of Commitment 
Stays current on new content and 
incorporates it into lessons  

 
 
Evidence of Practice 

Instruction indicates an 
appreciation of the complexity and 
ever evolving nature of the 
content 

 
 
Evidence of Impact 

Students are able to use academic 
language 

 

Evidence of Commitment 
Use of supplemental primary 
sources that are aligned to local 
standards 

 
Evidence of Practice 

Instructional focus is on the most 
important concepts of the content 
and includes new content as 
appropriate 

 
Evidence of Impact 

Students accurately use academic 
language related to their discipline   

 

Evidence of Commitment 
Continually expands knowledge 
base on content and infuses into 
content 
 

Evidence of Practice 
Continually seeks out new 
information and applies it to 
learning in their classroom 

 
 
Evidence of Impact 

Students communicate effectively 
using academic language from a 
variety of sources 

 
Score =    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
  


