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KEY OBJECTIVE 1
Decrease the state’s annual dropout rate  

to 3 percent by 2011

What’s the trend?
The state’s dropout rate in 2008 was 4.2 percent. The rate for minority students increased in 2008 to 
8.7 percent, up from 6.7 percent in 2007.

Breakout data show a larger decrease in the dropout rate for minority students between 1999 and 
2004 than for non-minority students. The overall dropout rate has increased from a low of 3.3 
percent in 2003 to 4.2 percent in 2008.

The number and percentage of school districts with a 4-percent or higher dropout rate had been 
decreasing from 270 districts (60 percent) in 1995 to a low of 83 districts (18 percent) in 2004. In 
2008, 104 districts (23 percent) had a dropout rate in excess of 4 percent.

III. KEY OUTCOME: 18-year-olds with a high school diploma or GED (continued)

Source: School Core Data (public school data only), October 2008

About the measure: In the statistics above, non-minority students are “white, non-Hispanic” and minority students 
are “black” and “Hispanic.” The dropout rate equals: (grade 9-12 dropouts divided by grade 9-12 average enrollment) 
multiplied by 100. Average enrollment equals: September enrollment plus transfers-in minus transfers-out, minus 
dropouts added to the total September enrollment, and then divided by 2. The data reflect revisions for multiple years 
made through October 2008. Data for 2008 was based on use of the MOSIS individual student record system.
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Why is this objective important?
The 2008 Alliance for Excellent Education state card snapshot for Missouri reported:




