Technology Planning with ePeGS Workshops
According to Instructional Technology files, over 280 districts and charter LEAs will need to have new technology plans approved by the Department next spring. Plans submitted for approval in April 2009 must be completed online via the Department’s new electronic Planning and electronic Grants System (ePeGS). This planning tool is designed to help districts develop, implement, and evaluate long-range plans such as the district comprehensive school improvement plan (CSIP), education technology plan, Perkins plan, and other required plans. Note that because technology plans must be aligned to district CSIPs (or Charters), they cannot be developed or entered into ePeGS in isolation – the CSIP must be entered first or at the same time as the technology plan.  

Following is information about a series of general ePeGS workshops that will be offered this summer and a list of important links. Districts with technology plans due in April 2009 can expect to receive correspondence later in the summer about specific technology plan requirements and additional workshop and technical assistance opportunities. For questions about technology planning requirements, contact the Instructional Technology section at 573-751-8247. 

“Planning with ePeGS Workshops”

This week’s DESE Mailbag includes a letter to school administrators advising them of upcoming ePeGS workshops. A series of sessions will be held across the state, July 14 through August 27. These half-day (morning or afternoon) sessions will emphasize the importance of improvement planning, explain the expectations and requirements for the use of ePeGS, and walk participants through the components of the planning tool. This tool is designed to help districts develop comprehensive school improvement plans (CSIPs) that cover the needs of all programs. Note that schools have the 2008-09 school year to complete the planning section, in preparation for the 2009-10 school year when federal No Child Left Behind grant programs (among others) will require applicants to attach funding sources to applicable plans and their goals, objectives, and strategies. 

For more information about the ePeGS summer workshops, see: http://dese.mo.gov/epegs/documents/6_24_08_Memo.pdf
Technology Planning Resources

To determine whether your district must submit a new technology plan in April 2009, visit: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/instrtech/techplan/districtstatus.htm
For examples of how districts can “integrate” technology into CSIPs, and create effective long-range technology plans, see: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/instrtech/techplan/Ed_Tech_Strategies_for_ePeGS_Goals_Nov_07.pdf.

To access additional planning information and resources (such as approval checklist and score guide, the state ed-tech plan, planning tips and templates, and links to exemplary plans), visit the District Planning website, at: http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/instrtech/techplan/.
