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Is your district grappling with how to get a return on your technology investment – and a return in higher student performance? Do you want to inform your decision-making about curriculum resources with sound, reliable research? Is it difficult to locate research aligned to your interests, and even more difficult to know which research findings are valid and significant? 
To help address these issues, the Department purchased a subscription to Metiri Group’s Technology Solutions that Work (TSW). The TSW database puts at your fingertips research on early and adolescent literacy, middle and high school math, and technology. You can review detailed analyses of technology-based learning solutions and software, along with a summary of associated research studies. Tap into TSW to determine which research findings to factor into your school's investments. The Missouri subscription is effective through October 2007.  
What is TSW?

TSW is an online database to learn which content area software or technology-based learning solutions have sound research. Metiri has two active databases available at this time, on:
· Early and Adolescent Literacy  <AND>
· Middle and High School Mathematics

How does it work?

The Metiri Group and its consultants undertake rigorous, unbiased, and independent reviews of a software/learning solution. They examine products in terms of their:

· Theoretical base <AND>
· Impact studies

The criteria and associated rubrics used for the cumulative intervention rating are designed to consider the entire research base that supports an intervention and, based on this evidence, make a judgment about the demonstrated efficacy of the program. Metiri assigns one of four possible ratings:

	What Works 
	· Grounded in sound theory

· Impact studies find causal or strong correlational links to student academic achievement

	New & Promising
	· Grounded in sound theory

· Few studies conducted but results are promising

	Inconclusive
	· Impact studies have mixed results

	Can’t Recommend
	· Little or no research; research seems contrived (vendor-driven)


(Over)
How can educators use the database?
The Department purchased a year’s subscription to both databases, effective through October 31, 2007. Department staff, affiliate agencies, and district staff have access privileges to the password-protected website. [See directions below for requesting access privileges.]

Educators can search the databases to find technology-based resources that meet school need and make sound purchase decisions based on the product’s likely return on investment. The TSW databases can be searched by:

· Topic or content area, such as literacy or phonemic awareness

· software/solution name, such as Waterford Early Reading or Accelerated Math
TSW provides general information about the software/solution, summarizes and evaluates existing research studies, and summarizes the overall rating.  

· General description of the product – the publisher, how the product works, the intended grade levels or suggested age groups, equipment requirements, pricing, and such

· Impact studies – overview of each study, who conducted it and its findings, and Metiri’s confidence-level rating regarding the nature of the study

· Metiri’s overall recommendation – whether or not the product is worth the investment 
· Comments – user comments about their experiences in using a product
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Establish Login

Other users
1f you would like to establish
2 login to this site, please
contact Kirk Vandersall to

obtain a token

Latest Additions

NEW - Metiri now
provides tips and
techniques for effective
use of the TSW.
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Are you grappling with how to get a return on your
technology investments- a return in higher student
performance? Do you want to inform your
decisionmaking about technology with sound, reliable
research? Are you also finding it difficult to locate
research pertinent to your interests, and even more
difficult to know which research findings are valid and
significant-and which are not?

If s0, the Technology Solutions That Work (TSw) Database is just
the thing you need. It puts the research at your fingertips and
provides an indepth, unbiased analysis of each study. You can also
take a look at a range of technology-based learning strategies
along with a summary of all the studies conducted about it to date.

Tap into its resources to determine which research findings to
factor into your school's technology plans. Increase your confidence
that you are investing your technology resources wisely.



Directions:

Step 1:  Request access (Missouri token 
number) via email to 
webreplyimprTSW@dese.mo.gov

Step 2: Access the TSW site at:  

http://www.metiri.com/techsolutions and 
type in your (Missouri) [image: image3.png]%E;lm Technology Solutions That Work ~ search
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number in the 
Group Token box under New Users 
with a Token.
Step 3:  Register as a user, selecting

the username and password that you
will use from now on. Once you click

Submit at the bottom of the form, you

become a registered user.


Write both down 

for easy access later!
(Over)
