LESSON TWO: What’s Proper
LESSON DESCRIPTION

In written text, students use conventions of capitalization for proper nouns (team names, companies, schools and institutions) and proper adjectives.
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
W2B  Use conventions of capitalization in written text

· Proper nouns (team names, companies, schools and institutions)

· Proper adjectives

LESSON MATERIALS 

· Sources of literature

· None

· Supplies  

· Grammar books and/or worksheets
· Index cards on which you have written proper adjectives and proper nouns without capital letters
· Markers
· Sample sentences/paragraphs
· Scoring guide for formative assessment
· Handouts provided

· Sample paragraph – Formative Assessment 
· Words to know
· conventions
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT  
Select a paragraph that uses proper nouns and proper adjectives or create one. A sample paragraph is included.  Give students a copy of the paragraph without the capital letters. Students read the paragraph, then circle the words that should be capitalized.  Scoring guide provided.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

	Questions

for

Students


	Why do we need to use capital letters?

What problems would you have reading a piece of writing with no capitalization?

What kinds of words should be capitalized? Why?
How does adding capital letters improve the clarity or meaning?


1. Introduce the lesson objective and explain that in building their cities, students will be creating businesses, schools, teams and institutions. This will require the correct use of capitalization rules. Using your grammar book, writers’ handbook or website, review the rules for capitalizing proper nouns and proper adjectives. Put sample sentences on the board (transparency) being careful not to capitalize, and have students identify nouns and adjectives, then categorize them as common or proper.  Suggested categories for proper nouns include the following: team, state, city, month, day, hotel, park, restaurant, specific man, woman or child, movie, song, river, place (including areas of the country such as South or Southwest), country, business, etc.

	Idea 

	After working through a few sentences with students, ask if they see a pattern in the names of people, places, and things that require capital letters. Using guided and independent practice, have them identify many of the categories listed above to help them internalize the concept that specific nouns require capitals.


	Strategy 

	When reviewing capitalization rules, students may also need to review nouns and adjectives if they are note familiar with part of speech.


2. “Shuffle the Deck”:  Write nouns and adjectives (common and proper) on 3x5 cards. Shuffle and have students pick a card from the deck. Students find a partner whose word can be combined with theirs to make a sensible sentence. Explain that they will have to add to their two words to complete their sentence. Together they write the sentence using both words and capitalizing where needed. If space allows, let students write their sentences on the board. As a large group, students observe student-modeling and can edit each other’s work.
3. Following practice with capitalization, students use their City Planner graphic organizer to devise names of their cities if they have not done so already, businesses, institution, organization, school and team.  Student peers edit to ensure the names are capitalized correctly.
We Built This City
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