LESSON TWO:  Review the Steps in the Writing Process and Explore a Poem
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students review and follow the steps in the writing process in preparation for persuasive paragraph writing in Lesson Four.  Through the study of a poem, students examine choices and relate their findings to the previous two text selections.  Exemplary essays are examined in relation to the Grade 7 Writing Scoring Guide. 
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
R1l   Compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate connections between

· information and relationships in various genre (fiction and nonfiction works)

· text ideas and personal experiences

· text ideas and the world by identifying and explaining how literature reflects a culture and historic time-frame
W1A  Follow a writing process to
· create appropriate graphic organizers to provide a structure for information

· apply writing processes to write effectively in various forms and types of writing
W3C  Write expository (exposition/expository writing) and persuasive (persuasive writing/argument) responses to literature that show an understanding of theme and characters, using details/examples from the text as support

LESSON MATERIALS 
· Sources of literature:  Poem included in
· Little, J. (1986).  Growing Pains.  Hey World, Here I Am!  Toronto, Canada: Kids Can Press
· Little, J.  (1990).  Growing Pains.  Hey World, Here I Am! (pp. 8-9).  HarperCollins

· Supplies:  
· Student writing journals

· Text Elements graphic organizer 
· Sample essays – links http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/Released_Items/ComArts/2005/07caWPs05MO.pdf
· Handouts 
        Text Elements graphic organizer
· Words to know

	· compare
	· contrast
	· analyze

	· evaluate
	· genre
	· fiction

	· nonfiction
	· theme
	· persuasive writing/ argument

	· cause and effect
	· graphic organizer
	· exposition/ expository writing

	· sentence structure
	· mood
	· cohesive device

	
	
	· forms of writing/ types of writing


Words to know are glossary terms. The Glossary – Communication Arts is available at http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/glossary/ca/glossary_ca.htm
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Students independently complete the Paragraph Prompt and are each provided the Grade 7 Writing Scoring Guide.
Text Elements
	Title of Book


	Point of View
	Mood
	Foreshadowing
	Conflict

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. To focus on the writing process necessary for completing items in this unit, students list the steps in the writing process in their journals.  When done, students turn to a partner to check responses.  Facilitate a class discussion with students to review the steps in the writing process – pre-writing, rough draft, editing, revision, final copy.
	Questions 

for 

Students 

	What are the reasons for using all the steps in the writing process?
What is pre-writing?

Why is pre-writing an important step in the process?

What do you do during the revision step?

How is revision related to editing?

How is revision related to the final copy?


2. Distribute copies of the Grade 7 Writing Scoring Guide.  Display an exemplary essay.  Guide students in analyzing the essay for each component listed on the scoring guide.  Volunteers highlight components on the display copy.
	Questions
for

Students 

	What does cohesive device mean?

What does precise and vivid language mean?

How can you vary the sentence structure?

What is voice?


3. Create pairs of students considering ability levels. Mixed-ability pairs work well. In mixed-ability pairs, students locate elements from the scoring guide in sample essays.  

	Questions 

for 

Students

	What suggestions do you have to improve the sample essay?

How would you change the essay if you were the writer?


4. Have students read the poem Growing Pains.

	 Discussion

Questions Before Reading

	How is the format of a poem different from the two previous texts we read?

What can you learn about the poet from the title?

Can a poem have text elements?


__________
	Discussion

Questions After 

Reading

	What choices did the girl make?

What choices did her mother make?

What problem was solved?

Was the solution effective?

What would you do differently?

Have you ever had the same kind of feelings as the author?

How does the mood of the poem change from beginning to end?

What are some examples of vivid and precise language in the poem?

What are the cohesive devices?


5. In pairs, students complete a Text Elements graphic organizer similar to the one they created in their journals in Lesson One.  Discuss to ensure understanding.

	Questions 

for 

Students

	From whose point of view is the story told?

Could this poem be more effective if it was told from someone else’s point of view?

How do you think the mood of the poem would be different if it were written from Rosa Parks’ point of view?

How do you think the mood of the poem would be different if it were written from Stacy Allison’s point of view?

How do you think the mood of the poem would be different if you wrote it?

What examples of foreshadowing, if any, did you notice in the poem?

What choices would Rosa Parks have made if she were in the same situation as the speaker in the poem?

What is the theme of Growing Pains?


Formative Assessment

Paragraph Prompt

Think of a time you didn’t agree with a rule at home or at school.  Write a paragraph in which you compare and contrast your actions and thoughts with those of Rosa Parks.  Include whether the choices you made were effective or not.  Use details and examples from Rosa Parks, My Story in your response.

· Before you write, create a graphic organizer to assemble your ideas.

· Use the ideas from your organizer to write a first draft.

· Use the checklist to revise your first draft.

· Make any changes you feel are needed to make your paper more clear to readers.  

· Use a dictionary when proofreading your draft.  

· Write a final draft of your paragraph.

Your paragraph will be evaluated using the Writing Prompt Scouring Guide.

Checklist
Be sure your paragraph

	· contains an introductory sentence that clearly states the thesis and gives the overall purpose.

	· contains at least three supporting sentences that use relevant details to support the thesis.

	· contains a concluding sentence.
	· contains a controlling idea.

	· progresses in a logical order.
	· uses effective cohesive devices.

	· stays on topic and does not digress.
	· uses precise and vivid language.

	· contains sentences that are clear and varied in structure.
	· shows awareness of audience and purpose.

	· uses writing techniques (i.e., imagery, humor, point of view, voice).
	· contains few errors in writing mechanics.
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Grade 7 Writing Scoring Guide
	4 Points
The paper:

· has an effective beginning, middle, and end.

· uses paragraphing appropriately.

· contains a strong controlling idea.

· progresses in a logical order.

· uses effective cohesive devices (such as transitions, repetition, parallel structure) between and/or within paragraphs.

· clearly addresses the topic and provides specific and relevant details/examples.

· uses precise and vivid language.

· contains sentences that are clear and varied in structure.

· effectively uses writing techniques (such as imagery, humor, point of view, voice).

· clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

· contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.


	2 Points
The paper:

· has evidence of a beginning, middle, and end. 

· shows evidence of paragraphing.

· contains some sense of direction, but may lack focus.

· may not progress in a logical order.

· at times seems awkward and lacks cohesion.

· addresses the topic, but may contain some details that are not relevant.

· may use imprecise language.

· contains sentences that are generally clear, but lack variety in structure.

· may use writing techniques.

· shows some awareness of audience and purpose.

· contains errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that may be distracting to the reader.

	3 Points
The paper:

· has a beginning, middle, and end.

· uses paragraphing.

· contains a controlling idea.

· generally progresses in a logical order.

· may use cohesive devices.

· addresses the topic and uses relevant details/examples.

· uses language that is usually precise.

· contains sentences that are clear and show some variety in structure.

· uses writing techniques.

· shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

· may contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling that are not distracting to the reader.


	1 Point
The paper:

· may lack evidence of a beginning, middle, and/or end.

· may lack evidence of paragraphing.

· is difficult to follow and lacks focus.

· does not progress in a logical order, and may digress to unrelated topics.

· is awkward and lacks cohesion.

· may address the topic, but lacks details.

· uses imprecise language.

· contains sentences that are unclear and lack variety in structure.

· does not use writing techniques.

· shows little or no awareness of audience or purpose.

· contains repeated errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling that are distracting to the reader.
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