LESSON ONE:  Identify and Analyze Literary Concepts
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students use details from text to identify plot and subplot, theme, and various types of conflict.  They analyze cause and effect, identify and explain point of view and mood, and determine how an incident foreshadows a future event.  Students also evaluate the problem-solving processes and choices of Rosa Parks, civil rights activist, and Stacy Allison, mountain climber.
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
R2C   Using details from text

· identify plot, subplot, and various types of conflict
· identify theme
· analyze cause and effect
· analyze character traits

· identify and explain point of view
· identify and explain mood
· determine how an incident foreshadows a future event

· identify and evaluate the problem-solving processes of characters and the effectiveness of solutions

R3C  Using details from text

· summarize author’s ideas

· make predictions

· make inferences

· evaluate the accuracy of the information
· analyze two or more nonfiction texts

· sequence events 

· compare and contrast previously read texts

· identify and explain cause and effect
· compare author’s viewpoint and provide support

· identify problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness of solutions
W1A  Follow a writing process to
· create appropriate graphic organizers to provide a structure for information

· apply writing processes to write effectively in various forms and types of writing
W3C  Write expository (exposition/expository writing) and persuasive (persuasive writing/argument) responses to literature that show an understanding of theme and characters, using details/examples from the text as support

LESSON MATERIALS 
· Sources of literature

· Rosa Parks, My Story by Rosa Parks – teacher provided
· Beyond the Limits by Stacy Allison with Peter Carlin – teacher provided
· Supplies  
· Student writing journals

· Four Corners Activity signs provided  
· Four Corners Activity Three Statements provided
· Four Corners Activity Journaling Statements provided

· Mood Words  provided
· Text Elements graphic organizer provided

· Overhead projector and transparencies
· Tape

· Handouts provided
· Plot Outline 
· Literary Analysis 
· T – Chart
· Character Map
· Story Map – Brief
· K-W-L-H Chart 
· Words to know
	· plot
	· subplot
	· conflict

	· theme
	· analyze
	· cause and effect

	· character traits
	· setting
	· mood

	· foreshadows
	· evaluate
	· summarize

	· graphic organizer
	· fiction
	· nonfiction

	· pre-reading strategies
	· post-reading skills
	· persuasive writing/argument

	· compare
	· contrast
	· exposition/expository writing

	
	
	· forms of writing/types of writing


Words to know are glossary terms. The Glossary – Communication Arts is available at http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/curriculum/glossary/ca/glossary_ca.htm
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Students complete a Literary Analysis and Plot Outline for Beyond the Limits by Stacy Allison.
strongly agree
agree

disagree

strongly disagree
Four Corners Activity
Three Statements

It’s all right to break a law if it doesn’t hurt anyone.

It’s all right to put others in harm’s way to accomplish a goal.

It’s all right to rebel against authority.

Four Corners Activity

Journaling Statements

1. I learned that….
2. I noticed that….
3. I was surprised that….
4. I liked that…..

Plot Outline

Adapted from:  Buehl, D.  Classroom strategies for interactive learning  (1995).   Schofield, WI:  Wisconsin State Reading Association
Literary Analysis
    Passage title: __________________________________________________________________________________________
	1. Summarize text.



	2. Provide an example of foreshadowing from the text.



	3. Explain the meaning of this foreshadowing.


	4. What is the theme of the text?



	5. Use details from the text to identify and explain the mood of the passage.



	6. Use details from the text to identify the point of view of the passage.



	7. Evaluate the accuracy of the information presented by the author and the author’s reliability as a source of this information.  Provide details from the text to support your evaluation.



	8. Give the passage a different title to reflect the unit theme, Challenged by Choices.




Literary Analysis Scoring Guide
	Rosa Parks, My Story


	1.  Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white rider.  She was arrested and prosecuted for this crime.  Her trial became a test-case for civil rights.

	2.   “It was the same driver who had put me off the bus back in 1943…”



	3.  A warrant for Rosa’s arrest would be sworn out by the bus driver.



	4.   Injustice/racism



	5.  The mood is objective.  There is little emotion, just factual story-telling.  “…he asked was I going to stand up.  I said, ‘No.’  He said, ‘Well, I’m going to have you arrested.’  Then I said, ‘You may do that.’  These were the only words we said to each other.”



	6.   First-person point of view.  Rosa Parks is telling her own story, using the pronouns I, me, my.  “When I got off from work that evening of December 1, I went…”



	7.  The many details in this story are public record and easily accessible for verification.  The author’s matter-of-fact narration adds to the credibility of the story.



	8.  Answers will vary.


Text Elements
	Title of Book


	Point of View
	Mood
	Foreshadowing
	Conflict

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Text Elements Answers
	Title of Book


	Point of View
	Mood
	Foreshadowing
	Conflict

	Rosa Parks, My Story


	first person,

Rosa Parks
	objective
	same bus driver put me off the bus 12 years earlier
	man vs. society

	
	
	
	
	


Text Elements
Mood Words

	happy
	frustrated

	
	

	sad
	anxious

	
	

	devastated
	excited

	
	

	angry
	elated

	
	

	nervous
	gloomy

	
	

	blue
	depressed

	
	

	
	


T-Chart
	Revelations about life
	How people behave toward one another when faced with life-or-death choices

	
	


Character Map


[image: image1]

Story Map – Brief


[image: image2]
Adapted from Billmeyer, R. & Barton, M.  (1998).  Teaching Reading in the Content Areas (p.98).  Aurora, CO:  McRel
K-W-L-H Chart
	What We Know
	What We Want to Find Out
	What We Learn
	How Can We Learn More

	
	
	
	


LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. To focus on the unit theme, use the four corners strategy.  When done, inform students that the unit focuses on both fictional characters and real people who were challenged by choices.  The student’s job is to investigate the problem-solving processes of these people, evaluate the effectiveness of their choices, and make connections between information in various fiction and nonfiction texts and their own personal experiences.  
	Strategy

	Four Corners Strategy

How do I do it?

Preparation for class:

· Collect the four signs provided:  strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.
· Make a transparency of the three statements and the journaling statements if using an overhead projector.          
In the classroom:
· Place the four signs in one of each of the four corners or separate parts of the room and set up projector.

· Review the following rules with the students:

1. After each statement, determine the sign which best describes your perspective, and move to it.  Do not stand between any of them.

2. Briefly explain your choice – one sentence only.

3. Do not talk during the activity. 
· Reveal the first statement. Randomly call on students to explain their choice.  At any time during this process, participants can change corners if they change their minds.  After a number of students have given a variety of opinions, reveal the next statement.

· When all the statements are discussed, students reflect on the activity through a journal entry, responding to the Four Corners Activity journaling statements on the overhead.
· After students complete their reflections, share their thoughts with a partner.
· Discuss with the whole class.


2. In journals, students record a list of five kinds of challenges people face in their daily.  Students select one of the challenges and write a solution for that challenge.  Engage the students in a discussion about their journal entries.

3. Distribute Rosa Parks, My Story for the students to read.  Brainstorm what students know about Rosa Parks.  Tell students this autobiographical piece is about a woman who was challenged by choices.  Encourage students to use pre-reading strategies, during reading, and post-reading skills using graphic organizers.  Examples include:  Character Map, Story Map, and K-W-L-H.
4. After students read the book, give them a blank copy of the Plot Outline.  Lead the class through a discussion of the basic plot of Rosa Parks, My Story and record correct answers to the outline on the board or overhead transparency.  Students need to understand that nonfiction narratives, especially in autobiographies and biographies, can have the same text elements as fiction.
	Questions for 

Students
	What is the conflict in the passage?

How would you summarize the plot of the passage?

In what other ways could you write the plot of the passage?

What is the relationship between conflict and plot?

What is the relationship between  setting and plot?

How many subplots can a story have?

What is the subplot in this passage?

What event could be omitted from the passage without changing the plot?

Why or how did Rosa Parks choose to solve her problem?


5. Working with a partner, students complete the Literary Analysis for Rosa Parks, My Story.
6. Lead a discussion based on the Literary Analysis for Rosa Parks, My Story, supply correct answers as needed, and allow students to modify the answers on their papers.
7. In journals, students construct a Text Elements graphic organizer to record point of view, mood, foreshadowing, and conflict for all the texts they will read, beginning with Rosa Parks, My Story.  Provide students with the bank of Mood Words handout to aid them in determining the mood of a passage.
8. Students read Beyond the Limits by Stacy Allison.
Formative Assessment

Literary Analysis
Passage title:  Beyond the Limits by Stacy Allison
	1. Summarize text.



	2. Provide an example of foreshadowing from the text.



	3. Explain the meaning of this foreshadowing.


	4. What is the theme of the text?



	5. Use details from the text to identify and explain the mood of the passage.



	6. Use details from the text to identify the point of view of the passage.



	7. Evaluate the accuracy of the information presented by the author and the author’s reliability as a source of this information.  Provide details from the text to support your evaluation.




Formative Assessment

Plot Outline


Adapted from:  Buehl, D.  Classroom strategies for interactive learning  (1995).   Schofield, WI:  Wisconsin State Reading Association
Characters/Traits
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Rising Action





Write the character’s name in the pentagon at the top.  





Write one character trait in each of the ovals.  





Write one supporting detail in each of the boxes.

















Developed by Laura Candler


(http://home.att.net/~teaching/litcircl/charmap.pdf)
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Rising Action





Title:  Beyond the Limits by Stacy Allison
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