LESSON FOUR:  Evaluate the Main Characters’ Problem-Solving Processes
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students use Rosa Parks, Stacy Allison, Prometheus, Jim Lovell, and Daedalus and Icarus to evaluate each character’s problem-solving processes through the use of a Venn Diagram.  Ranking a character’s approach to solving a problem allows students to reflect of the effectiveness of solutions. 
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
R1l   Compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate connections between

· information and relationships in various genre (fiction and nonfiction works)

· text ideas and personal experiences

· text ideas and the world by identifying and explaining how literature reflects a culture and historic time-frame
R2C   Using details from text

· identify plot, subplot, and various types of conflict
· identify theme
· analyze cause and effect
· analyze character traits

· identify and explain point of view
· identify and explain mood
· determine how an incident foreshadows a future event

· identify and evaluate the problem – solving processes of characters and the effectiveness of solutions

R3C  Using details from text

· summarize author’s ideas

· make predictions

· make inferences

· evaluate the accuracy of the information

· analyze two or more nonfiction texts

· sequence events 

· compare and contrast previously read texts

· identify and explain cause and effect
· compare author’s viewpoint and provide support

· identify problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness of solutions

W1A  Follow a writing process to
· create appropriate graphic organizers to provide a structure for information

· apply writing processes to write effectively in various forms and types of writing
W3C  Write expository (exposition/expository writing) and persuasive (persuasive writing/argument) responses to literature that show an understanding of theme and characters, using details/examples from the text as support

LESSON MATERIALS 
· Sources of literature

· Dejoie, J. & Truelove, E.  (2005).  Welcome to StarChild A Learning Center for Young Astronauts:  Problems in Space.  Retrieved March 16, 2006, from http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/space_level2/activity/problems_space.html provided
· Petit, C. W.  (2001).  U.S. News & World Report Heroes:  Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew.  Retrieved February 16, 2006, from http://www.usnews.com/usnews/doubleissue/heroes/lovell.htm provided
· Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. (2006).  Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia:  Prometheus.  Retrieved March 21, 2006, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus provided
· Wikipedia Foundation, Inc. (2006).  Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia:  Icarus (mythology).  Retrieved March 21, 2006, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icarus_%28mythology&29 provided
· Supplies  
Overhead projector and transparencies
· Handouts provided
· Basic Venn Diagram
· Expanded Venn Diagram
· K-W-L-H Chart
· T – Chart
· Story Map – Brief
· Plot Outline
· Prometheus
· Expanded Venn Diagram: Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus
· Character Problem Solving:  Comparing Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus
· Text Elements
· StarChild Problems in Space 
· Heros:  Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew
· Daedalus and Icarus
· Words to know          

	· compare
	· contrast
	· analyze

	· evaluate
	· genre
	· fiction

	· nonfiction
	· plot
	· subplot

	· conflict
	· theme
	· cause and effect

	· character traits
	· summarize
	· mood

	· foreshadows
	· pre-reading
	· post-reading

	· graphic organizer
	· persuasive writing/argument
	· forms of writing/types of writing

	· exposition/expository writing
	
	


Words to know are glossary terms.  The Glossary – Comunication Arts is available at http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/surriculum/glossary/ca/glossary_ca.htm
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Students independently complete

· Expanded Venn Diagram:  Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, and Daedalus and Icarus
· Character Problem Solving:  Comparing Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, and Daedalus and Icarus using the following texts:  Beyond the Limits, Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew, and Daedalus and Icarus.
Reading passages for Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew and Daedalus and Icarus are provided.
Basic Venn Diagram
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Expanded Venn Diagram


[image: image2]
K-W-L-H Chart
	What We Know
	What We Want to Find Out
	What We Learn
	How Can We Learn More

	
	
	
	


T-Chart

	
	

	
	


Story Map – Brief
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Adapted from Billmeyer, R. & Barton, M.  (1998).  Teaching Reading in the Content Areas (p.98).  Aurora, CO:  McRel
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Plot Outline

Adapted from:  Buehl, D.  Classroom strategies for interactive learning  
(1995).   Schofield, WI:  Wisconsin State Reading Association

Prometheus

Prometheus was a son of Iapetus by Clymene.  He was a brother of Atlas, Menoetuis, and Epimetheus.  He surpassed all in cunning and deceit.  He held no awe for the gods, and he ridiculed Zeus, the leader of the gods.
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Prometheus was the creator of man.  When he and Epimetheus set out to make creatures to populate the earth under the orders of Zeus, Epimetheus went with quantity and made many creatures, endowing them with many gifts that were allotted for that purpose (fur, claws, wings, and fins were some of these gifts).  While his brother was making creatures, Prometheus was carefully crafting a creature after the shape of the gods.  It was a human.  However, Prometheus took so long in crafting is masterpiece that when he was finished, Epimetheus had already used up all the gifts from Zeus.  Prometheus was sorry for his creations, and watched as they shivered in the cold winter nights.  He decided to steal fire from the gods after Zeus disagreed with his idea of helping the humans.  He climbed Olympus and stole fire from the chariot of Helios (or, in later mythology, Apollo).  He carried the fire back in the stalk of a fennel plant, which burns slowly and so was appropriate for this task.  Thus mankind was warm.  To appease Zeus, Prometheus told the humans to burn offerings to the gods.  He killed a great bull for this purpose.  When the gods smelled the offerings, Prometheus decided to play a trick on the gods.  The meat he hid beneath a layer of bone and sinew, whilst the bones he disguised with delicious-looking fat.  He then offered Zeus his choice of “meat” for the gods to eat.  Zeus picked the plate of bones, and Prometheus took the plate of meat for himself and the mortals.  To punish Prometheus for this hubris (and all of mankind in the process), Zeus took fire away from the earth.

To get revenge on Prometheus for his continued offenses, Zeus had Hephaestus (Vulcan) make a woman made of clay named Pandora.  Zeus brought her to life and sent her to Prometheus, along with a jar containing all the valuable presents she had received from the gods.  Prometheus was suspicious and would have nothing to do with Pandora, claiming that she was foolish (lacking foresight), and she was sent on to Epimetheus, who married her.

Zeus was further enraged by Prometheus’s escape and had Prometheus carried to Mount Caucasus, where an eagle by the name of Ethon would eat out his liver; it would grow back each day and the eagle would eat it again.  This punishment was to last 30,000 years.  About 12 generations later, Heracles (known as Hercules in Roman mythology), passing by on his way to find the apples of the Hesperides as part of the Twelve Labours, freed Prometheus, in a bargain he had agreed with Zeus in exchange for Chiron’s immortality, by shooting the eagle with an arrow.  Zeus did not mind this time that Prometheus had again evaded his punishment, as the act brought more glory to Heracles, who was Zeus’s son.  Prometheus was invited to return to Olympus, though he still had to carry with him the rock that he was chained to.

Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. (2006).  Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia:  Prometheus.  Retrieved March 21, 2006, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prometheus
Expanded Venn Diagram

Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus
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Character Problem Solving: 

 Comparing Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus
After using the Expanded Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the problem-solving processes of Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, and Prometheus, rank the characters’ problem-solving processes from one (best) to three.  Under each ranking, write a statement to support your choice.

Stacy Allison

Rank: _____

Support your response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rosa Parks

Rank: _____

Support you response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prometheus
Rank: _____

Support your response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Expanded Venn Diagram Answer Key

Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus
	Comparing
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	Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus

All three rebel against an authority or a social norm – do something that others would not attempt to do.
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	Stacy Allison and Rosa Parks

Their past experiences influence their choices.
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	Stacy Allison and Prometheus

Both deliberately make plans concerning their choices.
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	Rosa Parks and Prometheus

Both understand they will face negative consequences for their choices but choose to act in spite of this.



	Contrasting
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	Stacy Allison

She consults her team sharing the decision-making process.
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	Rosa Parks

She decides her action on her own.
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	Prometheus

He attempts to consult an authority figure before acting.




Text Elements
	Title of Book


	Point of View
	Mood
	Foreshadowing
	Conflict

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


StarChild

Problems in Space
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Imagine that you are part of a space exploration mission flying from a space station orbiting the Moon to a base on the Moon itself.  An instrument malfunction causes you to crash on the Moon on the daylight side about 120 kilometers from the base.  Your spacecraft is in need of repair and your survival depends upon reaching the Moon base as soon as possible.  Of the fifteen items which were not damaged in the crash of your spacecraft, which would be most important for the 120 kilometer trip?  In the left column, rank the items from most important (#1) to least important (#15), then compare your rankings with those assigned by NASA experts.
Items:  signal flares, self-inflating raft which uses carbon dioxide canisters for inflation, two .45 caliber pistols, parachute silk, food concentrate, box of matches, solar-powered heating unit, stellar map of the Moon’s constellations, eighteen meters of nylon rope, magnetic compass, fifteen liters of water, fist aid kit containing needles for vitamins, medicine, etc.  which will fit a special aperture in spacesuits, solar powered FM walkie-talkie, two tanks of oxygen, one case of powdered milk.

	Your Ranking
	Item
	NASA Ranking

	
	
	

	_______
	Box of matches
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Food concentrate
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	50 meters of nylon rope
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Parachute silk
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Solar powered heating unit
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Two .45 caliber pistols
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	One case of powdered milk
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Two 100 lb. tanks of oxygen
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Stellar map of the Moon’s constellations
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Self-inflating life raft
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Magnetic compass
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	15 liters of water
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Signal flares
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	First aid kit
	_______

	
	
	

	_______
	Solar-powered FM 

walkie-talkie
	_______


StarChild 

Problems in Space Answers
	Item
	NASA Ranking
	NASA’s Reasoning

	
	
	

	Box of matches
	15
	Virtually worthless – there’s no oxygen on the moon to sustain combustion

	
	
	

	Food concentrate
	4
	Efficient means of supplying energy requirements

	
	
	

	50 meters of nylon rope
	6
	Useful in scaling cliffs and tying injured together

	
	
	

	Parachute silk
	8
	Protection from the sun’s rays

	
	
	

	Solar powered heating unit
	13
	Not needed unless on the dark side

	
	
	

	Two .45 caliber pistols
	11
	Possible means of self-propulsion

	
	
	

	One case of powdered milk
	12
	Bulkier duplication of food concentrate

	
	
	

	Two 100 lb. tanks of oxygen
	1
	Most pressing survival need; weight is not a factor since gravity is one-sixth of the Earth’s – each tank would weigh only about 17 lbs. on the moon

	
	
	

	Stellar map of the Moon’s constellations
	3
	Primary means of navigation – star patterns appear essentially identical on the moon as on Earth

	
	
	

	Self-inflating life raft
	9
	CO2 bottle in military raft may be used for propulsion

	
	
	

	Magnetic compass
	14
	The magnetic field on the moon is not polarized, so it’s worthless for navigation

	
	
	

	15 liters of water
	2
	Needed for replacement of tremendous liquid loss on the light side

	
	
	

	Signal flares
	10
	Use as distress signal when the mother ship is sighted

	
	
	

	First aid kit
	7
	Needles connected to vials of vitamins, medicines, etc. will fit special aperture in NASA space unit

	
	
	

	Solar-powered FM 

walkie-talkie
	5
	For communication with mother ship, but FM requires line-of-sight transmission and can only be used over short ranges


Dejoie, J. & Truelove, E.  (2005).  Welcome to StarChild A Learning Center for Young Astronauts:  Problems in Space.  Retrieved March 16, 2006, from http://starchild.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/StarChild/space_level2/activity/problems_space.html
Heros:  Jim Lovell  ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew

By Charles W. Petit 

On April 13, 1970, Navy Capt. Jim Lovell was two days or about 200,000 miles out from Earth, with the moon beckoning. He had dreamed of space travel since high school. Now, as commander of Apollo 13, he was a day away from walking on another world.  With him were Fred Haise, pilot of the main command module Odyssey, and Jack Swigert, set to go to the moon’s surface with Lovell in the smaller Aquarius module.  It would have been America’s third lunar landing.
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	  NASA


With a loud bang, everything changed. The ship shuddered and rolled erratically. On three previous spaceflights, Lovell had never heard or felt anything like this. He shot a glance at Haise, thinking perhaps he'd bumped a valve. Haise stared back, eyes like saucers. He had bumped nothing. So began the longest life-or-death crisis in the history of spaceflight. 

Lovell had already had his share of scares. One night in 1954, the novice Navy flier lost his way over the Pacific by following the wrong radio navigation beacon. He plugged in a self-made gizmo for extra illumination. It blew out his jet fighter's instrument lights. Pondering the impending calamity, he filled his rubberized flight suit with cold sweat. Then, by chance, he saw a pale streak ahead. Phosphorescence from his carrier's wake led him back. 

There was no simple glowing trail to safety for Apollo 13. But Lovell doesn't remember being scared. "We just got real busy." The experience changed him forever. He cannot imagine being physically afraid, again, ever. "I roll with anything. My demise could have come then, so I savor every moment now." 

At first, all the astronauts knew was that a cloud of debris and icy condensate, like snow, was spraying from their ship's side. For a moment they thought a meteor had struck. "Houston, we've had a problem," Lovell radioed. Oxygen supply readings plummeted. Electricity-making fuel cells began dying. (After the mission ended, NASA figured out that a tank carrying 320 pounds of oxygen in the attached but inaccessible service module had blown up, also causing a second tank to leak.) 

The new goal was survival. In a pageant of inspired resourcefulness, Houston and the Apollo 13 crew invented new ways to operate the crippled ship. With Odyssey and its service module running out of oxygen and power, the men moved next door into the angular Aquarius with its topped-up batteries and full oxygen supply. But NASA contractors had designed the Aquarius to take two astronauts down to the moon's surface. NASA engineers knew it could work briefly as a lifeboat should the main craft give trouble, but not for the four days it would take Apollo 13 to get home. 

Before the power died, Lovell frantically punched a keyboard to transfer navigation data into the lander's computer. With the main engine unusable, engineers in Houston worked out a way for him to use the lander's smaller rocket to boost the wounded spacecraft into a trajectory around the moon and back to Earth. But with the whole rest of Apollo still attached, Lovell found the lander's handling radically different from how it behaved on its own. 

The glittering debris around Apollo 13 made navigation by stars impossible, so Lovell and his companions eyeballed the sun and the moon to aim their engine burns. With the lander's batteries too feeble to provide normal power for long, the crew turned off all but a few essential systems. 

Conditions became miserable. It got so cold the food packets froze. No blankets or warm clothes were on board. The crew hardly slept. Under the stress of strict rationing of drinking water, Haise fell into chills and fever with a kidney infection (but never complained). Carbon dioxide from the trio's breath rose near lethal levels, leading ground controllers to devise and relay instructions for an ingenious device of duct tape, cardboard, and plastic bags to fit the command module's air-cleansing canisters to the lander's ducts. 

Network TV and print media, which had played down Apollo after the first moon landing nine months earlier, fed on the space drama. Millions of Americans, distracted momentarily from Vietnam War news, cheered when the astronauts fired up the command module's scant battery power, ditched the lunar module, and parachuted their craft into the Pacific within sight of the waiting aircraft carrier. 

It was a rough flight, to be sure, and everyone hailed the crew members upon their safe return. Lovell, like most astronauts, accepts but does not relish the "hero" label. "Look, the situation was forced on me, and I did my job. When people tell me I'm a hero, I don't say anything. A requirement of the program was to act the part. If people saw us as heroes, that was good. We weren't about to say, hey, flying to the moon is easy–just follow the checklist." 

Well, a good hero should be modest. Though most missions proceeded with only minor hitches, there were some–like Apollo 13–that went thoroughly haywire. Fate severely tested its crew's abilities. It wasn't the program's first or worst confrontation with tragedy–Gus Grissom, Ed White, and Roger Chaffee burned to death in a fire on the pad in 1967. But those three had no chance. Lovell, Haise, and Swigert did, and they made good on it. 

Lovell also made good on a vow he made on the deck of the recovery carrier the day he got back–to write a book about the mission. From it came the 1995 movie starring Tom Hanks. The same year Lovell received from President Clinton the Congressional Space Medal of Honor for showing the "grit and grace under pressure that is the province of true heroes." 

Lovell retired from NASA and the Navy in 1973 and spent several years in business. Today, surrounded by space and Navy mementos, he works on his personal affairs in an upstairs office at Lovells of Lake Forest, an upscale restaurant he built north of Chicago not far from where he and his wife, Marilyn, live. A son, Jay, is chef. Former astronauts are regular guests for dinner. 

He is content now. He had wanted desperately to walk on the moon. But his initial disappointment has morphed into pride. "For years, NASA didn't want to talk about it. Failures aren't what you use to get more appropriations." He has come to terms with the mission's outcome. "We wouldn't have been first on the moon anyway," Lovell says. "Apollo 13 has another, unique place in space history. It's actually more memorable this way." 

Petit, C. W.  (2001).  U.S. News & World Report Heroes:  Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew.  Retrieved February 16, 2006, from http://www.usnews.com/usnews/doubleissue/heroes/lovell.htm
Copyright 2001 U.S. News & World Report, L.P. Reprinted with permission

Daedalus and Icarus
Daedalus was a most skillful artificer and was even said to have first invented images. He built a labyrinth for King Minos, who needed it to imprison his wife’s son: Asterius, the Minotaur.

Daedalus afterwards was shut up in a tower with his young son, Icarus, to prevent this knowledge of the labyrinth from spreading to the public.  He contrived to make his escape from the prison he was in, but could not leave the island by sea, as the king kept strict watch on all the vessels, and permitted none to sail without being carefully searched. “Minos may control the land and sea,” said Daedalus, “but not the regions of the air, I will try that way.” So he set to work to fabricate wings for himself and Icarus.  He wrought feathers together beginning with the smallest and adding larger, so as to form an increasing surface.  The larger ones he secured with thread and the smaller with wax, and gave the whole a gentle curvature like the wings of a bird.  Icarus, the boy, stood and looked on, sometimes running to gather up the feathers which the wind had blown away, and then handling the wax and working it over with his fingers, by his play impeding his father in his labors.

When at last the work was done, the artist, waving his wings, found himself buoyed upward and hung suspended, poising himself on the beaten air.  He next equipped his son in the same manner, and taught him how to fly, as a bird tempts her young ones from the lofty nest into the air.  When all was prepared for flight, he said, “Icarus, my son, I charge you to keep at a moderate height, for if you fly too low the damp will clog your wings, and if too high the heat will melt them.  Keep near me and you will be safe.  “While he gave him these instructions and fitted the wings to his shoulders, the face of the father was wet with tears, and his hands trembled.  He kissed the boy, not knowing it was for the last time.  Then rising on his wings he flew off, encouraging him to follow, 

and looked back from his own flight to see how his son managed his wings.  

As they flew the ploughman stopped his work to gaze and the shepherd leaned 

on his staff and watched them, astonished at the sight, and thinking they were 

gods who could thus cleave the air.

They passed Samos and Delos on the left and Lebynthos on the right, then the boy began to leave the guidance of his companion and soar upward as if to reach heaven.  The nearness of the blazing sun softened the wax which held the feathers together and they came off.  He fluttered with his arms, but no feathers remained to hold the air.  While his mouth uttered cries to his father, it was submerged in the blue waters of the sea, which thenceforth was called by his name.  His father cried,”Icarus, Icarus, where are you?”  At last he saw the feathers floating on the water, and bitterly lamenting his own arts, he buried the body and called the land Icaria in memory of his child.  Daedalus arrived safe in Sicily, where he built a temple to Apollo, and hung up his wings, an offering to the god.

Wikipedia Foundation, Inc. (2006).  Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia:  Icarus (mythology).  Retrieved March 21, 2006, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icarus_%28mythology&29
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Display the Basic Venn Diagram.  Using the Pairs Check Strategy, students discuss the steps in completing a Venn diagram.  Discuss appropriate input for a Venn diagram:  parallel comparison, labels, title, numbering. 
	Strategy

	Pairs Check Strategy

Students work in groups of four made up of two sets of partners.  One partner in each pair discusses the steps in completing a Venn diagram.  The other partner listens.  When the first explanation is complete, partners change roles.  The team of four discusses the explanations.  The team comes to consensus.


2.    Display the Expanded Venn Diagram.  Discuss the similarities and differences between the Basic and Expanded Venn Diagrams.  Model proper completion of the Expanded Venn Diagram using three different vegetables or three different animals.
3.    Have students read Prometheus.  To ensure their understanding, have students use pre-reading, during-reading, and post-reading strategies for all the passages in this lesson.
	Questions 
for

Students


	What problem did Prometheus face?
Which text-based details help you identify a problem-solving process?
How effective was the solution?
What is the theme of the story?


4. Students fill in the Text Elements graphic organizer they created in their journals for Prometheus.  Discuss to ensure understanding.
	Questions 

for 

Students

	From whose point of view is the story told?
What is the mood of the story?
What is an example of foreshadowing?
What is the conflict in the story?


5. Using the Think, Pair, Share, Square strategy, students write a paragraph in response to the following question:

How is Prometheus an example of someone challenged by his choices?

During Pair and share, students revise and edit, then work independently to write the final copy.  Upon completion, students participate in a whole-class discussion of their responses.
6. Distribute copies of the Expanded Venn Diagram:  Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus.  Lead the class through a discussion comparing and contrasting the problem-solving processes of Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, and Prometheus.  Students rank the problem-solving processes from one (best) to three using the Character Problem Solving: Comparing Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus handout. Under each ranking, students write a statement to support their choice.

7. To create student interest in the upcoming reading about Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew engage students in NASA’s StarChild  problem-solving exercise.  The suggested time frame for this activity is 40-50 minutes.  Follow the StarChild exercise with a discussion of the decision-making process.
After reading the scenario, individuals rank 15 supply items from first to last in importance.  Group students in pairs or groups of three or four.  Each group comes to consensus for a team ranking.  Hand out the NASA rankings and scoring guide.  Students can compare their individual answers to both NASA’s and their team’s rankings.  Conduct a discussion.

	Questions 

for 

Students

	What was the major challenge you faced in making your decisions?
What about the activity surprised you?
Have you ever been challenged by choices similar to this?
Think of other people who have been in situations where decision making was crucial.  What made their decisions difficult?
What would you do differently if you had to make those same decisions?


8. Students read Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew.

	Questions 

for 

Students

	What are some of the problems the crew of the Apollo 13 faced?
Which text-based details help you to identify a problem-solving process?
How was the crew challenged by its choices?
How effective was the solution?
From whose point of view is the article written?
What is the conflict in the article?
What is the mood of the article?
What is an example of foreshadowing?


9. Students fill in the Text Elements graphic organizer they created in their journals for Jim Lovell ‘Grit and grace’ saved the Apollo 13 crew.  Discuss answers to ensure understanding. 

10. Students write a one-paragraph response in their journals, using details and examples from the article, for the following prompt:

How did Jim Lovell show grit and grace under pressure to earn the title of hero?

Students need to follow all the steps in the writing process for this journal entry.  Pair students for revising and editing.  Discuss student responses.

	Questions 

for 

Students

	Was Jim Lovell accepting of his title of hero?
What examples of grit and grace under pressure helped him earn the title?
How was his being challenged by choices different from Prometheus?
How was it similar?


11. Have students read Daedalus and Icarus.

12. Students fill in the Text Elements graphic organizer they created in their journals for Daedalus and Icarus.  Discuss answers to ensure understanding.

	Questions 

for 

Students

	From whose point of view is the story told?
What is the mood of the article?
What is an example of foreshadowing?
What is the conflict in the article?


13. Working with a partner and using details and examples from the texts to support their answers, students write a persuasive paragraph in their journals in response to the following question:

Who had the most challenging choice – 
Stacy Allison, Rosa Parks, Prometheus, Jim Lovell, or Daedalus?

Students follow the steps in the writing process.
Formative Assessment

Expanded Venn Diagram

Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, Daedalus and Icarus

[image: image14]

Formative Assessment

Character Problem Solving:

Comparing Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, Daedalus and Icarus
After using the Expanded Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the problem-solving processes of Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, and Daedalus and Icarus, rank the characters’ problem-solving processes from one (best) to three.  Under each ranking, write a statement to support your choice.

Stacy Allison

Rank: _____

Support your response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jim Lovell

Rank: _____

Support you response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Daedalus and Icarus
Rank: _____

Support your response.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Formative Assessment

Expanded Venn Diagram Answer Key

Comparing and Contrasting Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, Daedalus and Icarus
	Comparing
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	Stacy Allison, Jim Lovell, Daedalus and Icarus

· They understood the consequences of their decisions.

· A process was in place to help them solve their problems – the decisions were thoughtfully considered, not made on a whim.
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	Stacy Allison and Jim Lovell

Similarities:
· The problem required a group decision.

· Time was a critical factor.

· The teams were well-trained for their missions.

· The teams faced life or death.

Differences:

· The climbers could try another expedition – but the Apollo crew faced certain death if their mission failed.
· The Apollo 13 astronauts were considered heroes, while the climbers were not.
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	Stacy Allison and Daedalus and Icarus

Similarity:

· Something other than their own lives was at risk: Daedalus was risking his son’s life in addition to his own, and the climbers faced losing their dream of climbing to the summit. 

Difference:

· Daedalus acted on his own.  The climbers acted as a team.
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	Jim Lovell and Daedalus and Icarus

Similarity:

· The possibility of success is slim, but the protagonists carry out their plans anyway.

Differences:

· Daedalus acted independently, but the entire crew of Apollo 13 worked together to solve the problem.

· The Apollo crew faced certain death, but Daedalus was looking for escape.

· The Apollo crew was trained for their mission, but Daedalus was untrained.




Title______________________________________














Rising Action





Jim Lovell





Daedalus and Icarus





Stacy Allison
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Daedalus and Icarus, by � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Paul_Landon" \o "Charles Paul Landon" �Charles Paul Landon�, 1799 (Musée des Beaux-Arts et de la Dentelle, Alençon)





� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulcan_%28god%29" \o "Vulcan (god)" �Vulcan� Chaining Prometheus,1623 


Dirck van Baburen of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utrecht_%28city%29" \o "Utrecht (city)" �Utrecht� brings to the myth the gritty realism of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo_Merisi_da_Caravaggio" \o "Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio" �Caravaggio�, as well as his theatrical lighting and perspective. (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rijksmuseum" \o "Rijksmuseum" �Rijksmuseum�)
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