LESSON THREE:  Following Written Directions
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students read and follow two- and three-step directions to complete a simple task.  
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

R3D
The student will read and follow two- and three-step directions to complete a simple task

LESSON MATERIALS 
· Supplies

· Pencil

· Paper

· Leaf

· Crayons

· Handouts provided
· Alphabetizing 
· People Cut-outs

· Making a Leaf Rubbing 
· Written Directions
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Students read and follow directions for making a picture from a leaf. 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
1. Students recall times when they have had difficulty following written directions.  A list of responses may be written on the chalkboard or poster. 
	Questions for Students 


	Have you ever been worried or upset when you had trouble following written directions at school?  Why?

What could have been changed to make the directions more understandable?


2. Teacher models the step-by-step approach of following a set of written directions using the Written Directions handout.  
	Questions for Students 


	What did you notice about my behavior as I read the directions? 

Why do you suppose I read the directions completely through one time, then, went back and read them through one-by-one (step-by-step) to complete the task?


3. Work with the  library media specialist for a lesson about alphabetizing used in the library.  In particular, discuss authors’ names in fiction.
4. Provide students copies of the Alphabetizing handout, and five people cutouts.  
	Questions for Students 


	What was easy? Why?

What was difficult? Why?

How could the directions be changed to make them more clear?




Read and follow the directions to complete the task.

Alphabetizing Directions

1. Take your five people cutouts and a pencil.

2. Walk around the room and write down one student’s first name on each people cutout.

3. Go back to your seat and put the names and people cutouts in alphabetical order.

4. Partners check. 

5. Turn the people over and walk around the room and write down one student’s last name on each cutout.
6. Go back to your seat and put the names and people cutouts in alphabetical order.
7. Partners check.
Alphabetizing 



Making a Leaf Rubbing


Written Directions
Writing Your Name on a Piece of Paper

First, get out a piece of paper.

Next, find a pencil and hold it in your writing hand.

Last, write your name at the top of the piece of paper.
Blowing Your Nose

First, get a piece of  tissue.

Then, put the tissue up to your nose with both hands.

Finally, blow your nose into the tissue.

Turn Off the Classroom Light

First, go to the light switch for the classroom light.

Second, clutch the light switch with your fingers.

Last, firmly move the switch in the opposite direction.

Stand on One Leg
To begin, stand in an upright position.

Next, raise your left leg several inches off the ground.

Stand on your right leg about five seconds before lowering it back to the ground.

Perform a Jumping Jack

First, stand upright with your legs next to each other and arms at your side.

Second, jump up, while extending both legs outward and both arms out and upward in an arc.

Third, jump back to your original position, with legs next to each other and arms at your side.







Read and follow the directions 





1. Put a leaf under the left side of a piece of white paper.





2. Using a crayon, color lightly on top of the paper over the leaf to create a leaf rubbing.





3. Remove the leaf from under the paper.





4. Put a different leaf under the right side of the same paper.





5. Using a different crayon, color lightly on top of the paper over the leaf to create a leaf rubbing
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