LESSON FOUR:  Writing Expository Paragraphs
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students write a paragraph with a main idea and supporting details.
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS

W3C
Students will write expository text with a main idea and supporting details.

LESSON MATERIALS 
· Sources of Literature

· Arthur’s Pet Business by Marc Brown or a similar book about caring for a pet

· Supplies
· Pencils
· Paper

· Dictionary
· Handouts provided

· Writing Scoring guide

· Pre-Writing graphic organizer 

· Samples of well-written expository paragraph

· Words to know

· graphic organizer
· expository writing
· main idea
· supporting details
· topic sentence
· concluding sentence

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Students write a paragraph to explain the steps in checking out a library book to a new student in their class.  Students plan, using the Pre-Writing graphic organizer.  Scoring Guide provided.
	Strategy

	Formative Assessment may be assigned as homework if needed. 


LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
1. Discuss, “How many of you have a pet?  Do you care for your pet?  What do you do to care for your pet?”  Read Arthur’s Pet Business by Marc Brown or a similar story addressing pets to the students.
2. Discuss the main idea and details of the story, Arthur’s Pet Business.  
	Questions for Students


	What did Arthur do?

What kind of problems did Arthur have?

What things did Arthur do to care for the pets?


3. Teacher defines expository paragraph and models how to complete a Pre-Writing graphic organizer. Students look at samples of a well-written expository paragraph on the handout and discuss its components. 
4. Students use the Pre-Writing graphic organizer to plan an expository paragraph addressing the topic of caring for a pet.  The organizer contains a topic sentence and at least three unique supporting ideas with elaboration about caring for a pet, and a summary/concluding sentence.  Students write a paragraph using information from the Pre-Writing graphic organizer.
	Questions for Students


	Does the topic sentence give the main idea of the paragraph? 

Do you have three supporting ideas to develop your topic?

Do you use additional details or example for elaboration of each idea? 

Is your summary/concluding sentence effective? 

Does your paragraph contain components needed for quality as shown by the scoring guide?


Samples of Expository Paragraphs

My Messy House

My house is messy.  Books are stacked up on tables, on top of cabinets, and even on the floor.   Also, the kitchen table has notebook paper, pens, clips, and staples spread across it.  My bed is not made each morning because I dash out of the house just in time to catch the school bus.  The kitchen sink is half full of dishes when I wake up because by the time I get to bed I'm too sleepy to wash them.  Worst of all, the trash is lined up in three or four bags next to the kitchen door because I forget about it. 
Cheetahs

You should never race a cheetah. Do you know why? Because you'll always lose. That's because cheetahs are very fast runners. They can run up to 75 miles per hour.  The cheetah gets its food by running. But sometimes the lion takes over and grabs the food. That's mean.  Cheetahs are carnivores. That means they eat meat. Their prey are gazelles and rodents. The cheetah lives and finds food in Africa.  The cheetah and the lion eat each other. If the cheetah is weaker, the lion eats the cheetah, and it's the same with the other.  The cheetah has up to three to five babies. The cheetah has larger litters than other cats, but on average only two cubs live into adulthood.  Cheetahs are amazing. I hope you like cheetahs. I know I do!

Writing Scoring Guide

4 Points    
The paper:

■
has an effective beginning, middle, and end.

■
contains a clear controlling idea.

■
clearly addresses the topic and provides specific and relevant details/ examples.

■
contains words that are specific, accurate, and suited to the topic.

■
consistently uses complete sentences.

■
clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

■
contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.

3 Points   
The paper:
■
has a beginning, middle, and end.

■
contains a controlling idea.

■
addresses the topic and uses relevant details/ examples.

■
contains some words that are specific, accurate, and related to the topic.

■
generally uses complete sentences.

■
shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

■
may contain some errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or 


spelling that are not significantly distracting to the reader.

2 Points   
 The paper: 

■
has evidence of a beginning, middle, and/or end.

■
contains a general sense of direction, but may lack focus.

■
generally addresses the topic, but may contain some details that are not relevant.

■
uses words that tend to be repetitive, imprecise, and ordinary.

■
contains some incomplete sentences that may be distracting to the reader.

■
shows some awareness of audience and purpose.

■
contains errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or 


spelling that may be distracting to the reader.

1 Point
The paper:

■
may lack evidence of a beginning, middle, and/or end.

■
it is difficult to follow and/or lacks focus.

■
attempts to address the topic, but lacks development.

■
uses words that are consistently repetitive, dull, and colorless.

■
includes incomplete sentences that are distracting to the reader.

■
shows little or no awareness of audience and purpose.

■
contains repeated errors in grammar/usage, punctuation, capitalization, and/or 

spelling that may be distracting to the reader.
	Pre-Writing Graphic Organizer for Expository Essay


	Introductory Paragraph

Attention Getter for Essay:

Topic Sentence for Essay: 

Preview of Main Points to be Addressed in Essay:



	Paragraph Two
Topic Sentence Related to First Main Point to be Addressed:



	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence: 


	Elaboration 

	Paragraph Three

Topic Sentence Related to Second Main Point to be Addressed:



	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence: 


	Elaboration 

	Paragraph Four

Topic Sentence Related to Third Main Point to be Addressed:



	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence:


	Elaboration 

	Supporting Sentence: 


	Elaboration 

	Summary Paragraph

Restatement (rewording) of topic sentence addressed in essay and summary of main points.

Novel statement to add a memorable closure:
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