LESSON TWO: Journey to Understanding Vocabulary
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students practice breaking words into roots and affixes to determine word meanings.
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS ADDRESSED

R1E  Develop vocabulary through text, using roots and affixes.
LESSON MATERIALS 

· Sources of literature

·  Classroom copies of or cast of characters from The Odyssey 
· Supplies: 

· Overhead, white board, chalk board 
· Transparencies 
· Transparency markers
· Handouts provided
· Greek roots, prefixes, and suffixes 
· List of Characters from The Odyssey
· Words to know

· affixes
· prefixes

· root
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Four questions related to the word psychology with Scoring Guide provided.
LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1.  Discuss the following 


· Identify the parts of the word transport.    trans   port
· What would trans be called?   a prefix
· What does pre mean?
· What other words have the prefix trans?    transcontinental   transfer    transcend
· Based on your knowledge of these words, what does the prefix trans mean?    across
· If port means to carry, what would transport mean?

2.  Discuss suffixes.  Suffixes are added to the end of words.      
· If ation is the suffix, identify words ending in ation?  Create a Word Wall.
· Based on the words mentioned above, what is the meaning of transportation?

3.  Brainstorm and record a list of prefixes, roots, and suffixes and their meanings.  Divide students into groups.  As groups, students make combinations of new words displayed during brainstorming session..

4.  As a class, look at the List of Characters from The Odyssey handout.  Students use the skills of prefixes, roots, and suffixes to divide the names.  Sound out the names and determine their meanings.

· Telemachus is the name of Odysseus’ son.  

· What other words begin with tele?  

· Given those words, what would you infer is the definition of tele?

· What reason might the author, Homer, have had for naming this character Telemachus based on the definition of tele?

5.  Use the Jigsaw Activity.  Give each student a card containing either a prefix, root, or suffix.  Students work with his/her group to make new words and give a definition.  Students compile lists of words, then share new words on a Word Wall or orally.  Mix groups and repeat process.
	Jigsaw Strategy


	What is it?

Jigsaw is a cooperative learning structure that promotes the sharing and understanding of ideas or texts.

What is its purpose? 

Jigsaw facilitates learning in two areas:

· the social skills of positive interdependence and equal participation, and 

· the academic skill of acquiring knowledge and understanding. 

How do I do it?

Preparation for class
1. Prepare word cards of prefixes, roots, and suffixes.  

2. Divide the class into home groups of equal numbers.
3. Assign each student of the home group to the prefixes, the roots, or the suffixes.
Classroom organization

· Organize the students into pre-determined home groups.  Each group needs a clean copy of the passage. 

· Each member will become the “expert” of prefixes, roots, and suffixes for their home group.

· Members of each home group form cooperative expert groups by teaming with others who have categories.         

· Expert group example, prefix students in the home groups come together to form a prefix expert group. 

· This expert group reads the passage, discusses the information, and identifies the meaning and words which contain the prefix.  

· They also discuss the best method of sharing their acquired knowledge and understanding with their cooperative home group. 

· After discussion, the expert group members return to their home groups to explain their category.  The home group discusses so all members have an understanding of each category.  However, each member is an expert on only one category. 


6.  Give individual students a word with a Greek prefix, root, and suffix.  Students use their knowledge to define words.
	Questions
for
Students

	
	What do you need to know to decode new or unknown words?

What clues do roots and affixes give to meaning?

What are the three parts of words called?

How do you determine parts of words?  

Can word parts be interchanged?  Give examples.

What does this tell you about the parts of words?

How is learning something new similar to a journey?


FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

1. Using the suffix of the word psychology, record two other words with the same suffix.
2. Using the root of psychology, record two words with the same root. (Do no repeat words from Number One).
3. Based on the words you recorded in Number One and Number Two, what is the meaning of the word psychology?
4. Explain how Odysseus used psychology to defeat the Cyclops.  Use two details and/or examples as support.

Scoring Guide

Question 1
2 points – The response includes two accurate words with the suffix ology

1 point – The response includes one accurate word with the suffix ology
0 points – Other

Question 2
2 points – The response includes two accurate words with the root psych

1 point – The response includes one accurate word with the root psych
0 points – Other

Question 3
1 point – The response includes the meaning of psychology as “study of the mind” or other acceptable definition

0 points – Other

Question 4
2 points – The response includes a reasonable explanation of how Odysseus defeated the Cyclops using two details  and/or examples as support

1 point – The response includes a reasonable explanation of how Odysseus defeated the Cyclops using one detail and/or example as support

0 points – Other

Greek Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes

The following table lists some common Greek roots.

	Greek root
	Basic meaning
	Example words

	-anthrop-
	human
	misanthrope, philanthropy, anthropomorphic

	-chron-
	time
	anachronism, chronic, chronicle, synchronize, chronometer

	-dem-
	people
	democracy, demography, demagogue, endemic, pandemic

	-morph-
	form
	amorphous, metamorphic, morphology

	-path-
	feeling, suffering
	empathy, sympathy, apathy, apathetic, psychopathic

	-pedo-, -ped-
	child, children
	pediatrician, pedagogue

	-philo-, -phil-
	having a strong affinity or love for
	philanthropy, philharmonic, philosophy

	-phon-
	sound
	polyphonic, cacophony, phonetics


The following table gives a list of Greek prefixes and their basic meanings.

	Greek prefix
	Basic meaning
	Example words

	a-, an-
	without
	achromatic, amoral, atypical, anaerobic

	anti-, ant-
	opposite; opposing
	anticrime, antipollution, antacid

	auto-
	self, same
	autobiography, automatic, autopilot

	bio-, bi-
	life, living organism
	biology, biophysics, biotechnology, biopsy

	geo-
	Earth; geography
	geography, geomagnetism, geophysics, geopolitics

	hyper-
	excessive, excessively
	hyperactive, hypercritical, hypersensitive

	micro-
	small
	microcosm, micronucleus, microscope

	mono-
	one, single, alone
	monochrome, monosyllable, monoxide

	neo-
	new, recent
	neonatal, neophyte, neoconservatism, neofascism, neodymium

	pan-
	all
	panorama, panchromatic, pandemic, pantheism

	thermo-, therm-
	heat
	thermal, thermometer, thermostat


Words and word roots may also combine with suffixes. Here are examples of some important English suffixes that come from Greek:

	Greek suffix
	Basic meaning
	Example words

	-ism
	forms nouns and means “the act, state, or theory of”
	criticism, optimism, capitalism

	-ist
	forms agent nouns from verbs ending in -ize or nouns ending in -ism and is used like -er
	conformist, copyist, cyclist

	-ize
	forms verbs from nouns and adjectives
	formalize, jeopardize, legalize, modernize, emphasize, hospitalize, industrialize, computerize

	-gram
	something written or drawn, a record
	cardiogram, telegram

	-graph
	something written or drawn; an instrument for writing, drawing, or recording
	monograph, phonograph, seismograph

	-logue, -log
	speech, discourse; to speak
	monologue, dialogue, travelogue

	-logy
	discourse, expression; science, theory, study
	phraseology, biology, dermatology

	-meter, -metry
	measuring device; measure
	spectrometer, geometry, kilometer, parameter, perimeter

	-oid
	forms adjectives and nouns and means “like, resembling” or “shape, form”
	humanoid, spheroid, trapezoid

	-phile
	one that loves or has a strong affinity for; loving
	audiophile, Francophile

	-phobe, -phobia
	one that fears a specified thing; an intense fear of a specified thing
	agoraphobe, agoraphobia, xenophobe, xenophobia 

	-phone
	sound; device that receives or emits sound; speaker of a language
	homophone, geophone, telephone, Francophone


List of Characters from The Odyssey
Achilles

Aeolus

Agamemnon

Ajax

Alcinous

Antinous

Apollo

Arete

Argos

Athena

Calypse

Charybdis

Cicones

Circe

Cyclops

Demodocus

Eumaeus

Eurycleia

Eurylochus

Hades

Helen

Heracles

Herculus

Hermes

Homer, author of the Odyssey

Iphitus

Iris

Irus

Ismarus

Laertes

Laestrygonians

Leucothea
Lotus-eaters

Melanthius

Menelaus

Muses

Nausicaa

Nestor

Old Man of the Sea

Orestes

Orion

Parnassus

Penelope

Persephone

Perseus

Polyphemus

Poseidon

Scylla

Sirens

Tantalus

Telemachus

Theoclymenus

Tiresias

Zeus

Life is a Journey
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