LESSON THREE:  Reading About the Journey: The Odyssey
LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students self-question and correct during reading. Students predict and check meanings using cueing systems (meaning, structure and visual).
GRADE-LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
R1G  During reading, utilize strategies to self-question and correct, infer, visualize, predict and check using cueing 
          systems including meaning, structure, and visual   
LESSON MATERIALS 

· Sources of literature  
· Classroom copy of or cast of characters from The Odyssey 
· Supplies  
· Overhead
· White board/Chalkboard
· Transparencies
· Transparency Markers

· Handouts provided
· Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops
· Words to know
· cueing systems
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT  
Assessment and Scoring Guide provided.  The teacher should pre-select the stopping points in the reading prior to giving the assessment.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

1. Model comprehension strategies using a passage to “hook” students. 
· Self-question and correct during reading

· Predict and check meaning using cueing systems (meaning, structure and visual).

                Step 1 - Teacher Models
· Students partner to read a short passage; for example, either “Siren Song” by Margaret Atwood or “Calypso” by Suzanne Vega.

· After partially reading through the text, teacher and student stop and use the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.
· Continue reading the passage and repeat use of the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.

                 Step 2 - Review the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.
1. Decide which partner will say something first.

2. When you say something, do one or more of the following:

· make a prediction

· ask a question

· clarify something you misunderstood

· make a comment

3. If the partners cannot complete all four, they reread.

4. Partners switch roles.

               Step 3 - Guided Practice

1. The teacher selects a passage from The Odyssey. The recommended episode is the one involving Polyphemus, the Cyclops.

2. Assign each student a reading partner.

3. Direct the class to read to the point just before the entrance of Polyphemus.

4. Direct teams to stop and discuss, using the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer
5. Emphasize providing text-based support.
6. Each team must complete step one of the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.
7. Repeat steps two or more times following the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.

               Step 4 - Closure

After the class has completed reading and responding to the passage, teams share the predictions, comments, and questions from the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.  Identify common questions, and both accurate and erroneous predictions.
	Question
for

Students

	How did the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer clarify your comprehension?
What four words come to mind when you think of Odysseus?

What strengths does Odysseus have?

What weaknesses?

What makes Odysseus a leader?

How is a journey like a person’s life?

How do our choices and actions affect the rest of our lives?

If we choose one “road”, what might have happened were we to have chosen another?

How do we decide which road to take? What factors influence us most?


Say Something Class Activity:  Guided Practice

 “The Cyclops”

Directions:  

1.    Read the passage from the beginning until the teacher says to stop.  Follow the guidelines for Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer. At the stopping point, instead of a verbal exchange, each partner must complete one of the following statements.

	Guideline
Each partner completes one starter sentence, reflecting his or her thinking process while reading the poem.  


	I predict that…



	
	Why…



	
	I think that…



	
	Who is …




2.    Resume reading, stopping at the point in the text identified by the teacher.  Follow the guidelines for Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.  Each partner must complete one of the following statements.

	Guideline
Each partner completes one starter sentence, reflecting his or her thinking process while reading the poem.  


	Why did…



	
	Reading this part makes me think that this ________________________

_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________is about to happen.

	
	This is confusing because…



	
	Why…




3.    Repeat process until the teacher directs you to stop, completing the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer at the end of the passage.

	Guideline
Each partner completes one starter sentence, reflecting his or her thinking process while reading the poem.  


	Oh, I get it…



	
	I wonder if…



	
	Do you think that…



	
	Why did…




4.   Rejoin your partner and share answers recorded in the Say Something Class Activity: The Cyclops graphic organizer.
	
	
	Scoring Guide for Say Something graphic organizer
Note: Students are being assessed on their use of the comprehension strategies, not their interpretation of the poem.  In other words, the purpose is to assess the process of comprehension, not the product.  

Sections 1 – 3 (total of 2 points)

2 points – The response includes three appropriately completed starter sentences (one in each section)

1 point – The response includes two appropriately completed starter sentence (one each in two of the sections)

0 point – Other





	Stopping Point 4:

Guideline
Complete two starter sentences, reflecting on your thinking process as you read the poem.

At first I thought _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________but now I 

think________________________________________________________.

What would happen if . . .

This part is really saying . . .

At this point, I predict that the speaker will____________________________

________________________________________because______________

____________________________________________________________.

from Beers, Kylene. (2003). When Kids Can’t Read: What Teachers Can Do. Portsmouth NH: Heinemann.




Scoring Guide for Formative Assessment:

Note: Students are being assessed on their use of the comprehension strategies, not their interpretation.  In other words, the purpose is to assess the process of comprehension, not the product.  

Sections 1 – 4 (total of 8 points)

2 points – Student response includes two appropriately completed starter sentences

1 point – Student response includes one appropriately completed starter sentence

0 point – Other
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