Education Pays in Missouri

The road to riches is paved by education — or so the data suggest. As the
chart shows, median earnings increased with educational attainment by
Missourians age 25 to 64 years. There was a substantial earnings differential
from the highest to the lowest levels of attainment: the median earnings of
workers who had a professional degree were more than 2.5 times those of
high school dropouts. But workers did not need that much education to earn
a bigger paycheck - the payoff began for those who completed high school
and went on to complete some college or an associate degree.

2007 Unemployment Rates Educational Attainment Median Earnings in the Last 12 Months
(in 2007 inflation-adjusted dollars)

nawl Less than high school graduate $18,403
6.2% High school graduate or GED $25,263
5.0% Some college or associate degree :l $30,787

2.0% Bachelor's degree or higher _ $46,329
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