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2009/2010 State Officers
Area	 Officer
 1		  Megan Thacker			 
	 	 Northwest Technical

 2		  Meredith Jones			
	 	 Chillicothe

 3 	 	 Clayton Hawkins - 1st Vice		
	 	 North Shelby

 4		  Shari Brunner			 
		  Centralia

 5		  Elizabeth Crane 			 
	 	 Troy
 
 6		  Lauren Weiker - Secretary
	 	 Slater

 7		  Samantha Warner - President		
	 	 Archie

 8		  Taylor Huhmann			 
	 	 Tipton

 9		  Jordan Taylor			 
	 	 Greenfield

10		  Paige Jenkins			 
	 	 Pleasant Hope

11		  Kelsie Young
		  Aurora

12		  Elizabeth Coffelt
	 	 Branson

13		  Brendon Wilson			 
	 	 West Plains

14		  Amanda Schebaum 		
	 	 Hermann

15		  Jennifer Baird
	 	 Farmington

16		  Matthew Blevins
	 	 Bernie

  2		  Walter Redden - Past Pres.	 	
	 	 Northwest Nodaway
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Samantha says...

It was a hot, humid 
day in August, and it 
was my first day of 

high school.  I was so 
excited that I would finally 
be able to take an 
agriculture class and be in 
FFA.  I had heard so much 
about it from my older 
friends.

One of the very first 
activities we did that day in 
my ag science I class was to 
make a list of goals that we 
had for our FFA career.  I 
had no idea at the time what 
an important step this was for 
me.  After we wrote our goals, 
we put them in an envelope 
and sealed it.  We would be 
able to open them up several 
years down the road.  The 
point was not to write our goals 
down and forget about them.  
The point was to write down 

our 
goals, remember 

them and constantly work 
towards accomplishing them.  

On that first day of my ag I 
class I made several goals; 
some short term and some 
long term.  One of my long 
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Explore Our Majors!
                        Agribusiness Management
                      Agricultural Economics
                     Agricultural Education
                    Agricultural Journalism
                  Agricultural Systems Management
                Animal Sciences
              Biochemistry
            Fisheries and Wildlife
           Food Science and Nutrition
         Forestry
       General Agriculture
     Hotel and Restaurant Management
    Parks, Recreation and Tourism
   Plant Sciences
 Soil, Environmental and Atmospheric Sciences

       Please
    Join Us at
  Preview
Mizzou!   
  Monday,
 Oct. 5,
2009

cafnr.missouri.edu     Call Toll Free: 888-682-2367

University of Missouri

College of Agriculture,
Food and Natural Resources

terms goals 
was to be a 
state FFA 
officer.  I knew 
that to 
accomplish 
that goal I 
would first 
have to set 
and reach some short term 
goals.  I set a goal to be an 
officer in my FFA chapter and 
at the area level.  To accomplish 
these goals I knew that I had 
to take that first step and get 
involved with my chapter’s 
activities.  That first step was 
the hardest, but it allowed me 
to continually grow from my 
experiences.

FFA members, I know that 
goal setting may sound like a 
daunting task.  However, my 
advice to you is to develop 
short term and long term goals.  

This way you are always 
working towards a goal, but 
you are also accomplishing 
your short term goals that will 
help you reach your long term 
goal.  After you set your goals, 
you must then find a way to 
follow through with your plans. 

Once you set your goals it 
may be hard to figure out 
where to start.  Take the advice 
of Lao-tzu, “A journey of a 
thousand miles begins with 
one step.”  That first step will 
be the hardest, but it is a 
starting point.  From there you 
can strive to reach any goal 

that you set for yourself.
You can accomplish any 

task you set your mind to; do 
not let anyone tell you 
otherwise.  As long as you are 
willing to work hard, you will 
be successful.  I have worked 
hard to accomplish my goals, 
and my work has paid off.  I 
have reached one of my long 
term goals.  I have the honor 
of serving as your 2009-2010 
Missouri State FFA President.  
FFA members, anything is 
possible.  Let your imagination 
run wild, but never stop setting 
goals! 

“A journey of a thousand miles 
begins with one step.”

—Lao-tzu
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YOUR PATH STARTS HERE! 
to a Successful Career 

 
The Agriculture Department 

offers   
Eighteen majors and minors 

 

Contact us at 
417-836-5638 or visit  

http://ag.missouristate.edu/ 

Carrington Hall East Mall 

Corn dogs, cotton 
candy and 
carnival rides 

draw people across the 
state to Sedalia every 
summer. The Missouri 
State Fair is a time-
honored tradition for 
many families and FFA 
members. Yet, aside from the 
ferris wheel and funnel cakes 
what is there to do? When the 
August days of the fair grow 
hot and humid, many people 
find their way to the FFA 
building. 

“What is cool about the FFA 
building is that it is cool,” says 
Jim Bellis, Southwest District 
FFA Supervisor and coordinator 
of the State Fair FFA building. 
“The air conditioning is often a 
blessing during the summer 
months to many fair goers.” 

While families may come in 
for the air conditioning, they 
stay for the FFA exhibits. Inside 
the FFA building are displays 
from members of every corner 
of Missouri. Students have the 
opportunity to show off their 
hard work they put into their 
SAE projects by displaying their 
crop, fruit and vegetable, and 
horticulture developments. 
Forty judges spend six to eight 
hours a day judging these 
projects and ranking them with 
gold, silver and bronze awards. 
After exhibits are ranked all the 

gold winners are 
compared to establish 
a champion and 
reserve grand 
champion. Once the 
champions are 
determined those 
displays are placed in 
the center of the 
building for all visitors 
to see. 

In addition to the exhibits 
from SAE projects, students 
can also enter their agricultural 
mechanics projects. Just 
outside of the building, 
members display projects that 
are either homemade or built in 
their school shop class. 

Visitors who do not have an 
agricultural background or basic 
knowledge of the industry and 
FFA are not left wanting. The 
FFA building is also home to 
educational and horticultural 
booths created by entire 

Where are you going?

Visit www.sfccmo.edu for enrollment information.
To schedule a campus tour, call (660) 530-5800, ext. 7238 

or e-mail sgalloway@sfccmo.edu 

Wherever your life is headed, State Fair
Community College can help get you there.

SFCC Offers:
• Two-year degrees in Agri-Business and 

Agri-Horticulture or 30 other programs
• Two-year transfer degree in Agriculture
• Dual credit opportunities — earn both 

high school and college credit
• Affordable tuition
• Ewing Scholarship Trust for those who 

qualify; funding is for scholarships and 
fellowships specifically for agriculture 
students

• Student payment plan
• Ag Club
• Convenient locations in Boonville, 

Carrollton, Clinton, Marshall, 
Lake of the Ozarks, Sedalia, Warsaw 
and Whiteman AFB in Knob Noster

126.25799 FFA today Ad  5/28/09  8:44 AM  Page 1

Corn Dogs, 
Cotton Candy  

& FFA

BY BEVERLEY KREUL
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w e  g r o w

To g e t he r

To find more about scholarships offered by MFA Incorporated, go to www.mfafoundation.com.
For information about job opportunities with MFA Incorporated, go to www.mfa-inc.com.

COMMUNITY  •  PARTNERSHIP  •  SCHOLARSHIP
seed  •  feed  •  fertilizer  •  animal health  •  precision agronomy  •  farm supply

chapters. 
Educational 
booths are 
created to teach 
viewers about 
agriculture, their 
hometown or the 
particular 
chapter. 
Horticulture 
booths are 
exhibits created 
by students to 
construct an 
eye-pleasing 
environment. 
This might 
feature a 
waterfall 
incorporated 
with various 
plants. 

Students 
who are involved in agri-science 
projects also have an 
opportunity to display their 

findings in the FFA building.  In 
a science fair atmosphere, 
these students build exhibits to 
present their hypothesis and 

scientific finding for all 
to see. These students 
are interviewed by a 
panel of experts and 
rated for their work. 

The FFA Wall of 
Fame competition 
invites chapters to 
showcase their 
achievements.  These 
include state winners in 
career development 
events, the Stars of 
Missouri, and other 
unique 
accomplishments for 
the year. 

While the Missouri 
State Fair is a tradition 
for many families, the 
FFA building is surely a 
tradition for FFA 
members as well. Give 

the Missouri State Fair FFA 
Building more than just a glance 
while you’re in town for the fair!

Horticultural exhibits are among 
the many displays inside

 the FFA Building 
at the Missouri State Fair.
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Future farmers become 
tomorrow’s leaders with an 
ag degree from UCM.

877-729-8266
www.ucmo.edu/agriculture

UCM supports FFA

TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI COLUMBIA

MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI

University of Central Missouri

TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI COLUMBIA

MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI

Can true 
success 
really be 

measured?  
For many 
people in life, 
including 
myself at times, 
success has 
just been about 
chasing after 
another trophy 
or plaque or 
form of 
recognition.  

Success 
should be 
measured by 
how we react to the things that 
come our way and how we deal 
with them.  My dad often says, 
“We must be able to turn our 
lemons of life into lemonade.”  
Success comes from working 
hard.  Work is not just physically 
working hard, but doing our 
homework, chores, or whatever 
else it may be.  Our FFA chapter 
once had a t-shirt made that 
said, “The dictionary is the only 
place where SUCCESS comes 
before WORK.” - Mark Twain 

Here are some questions 
for you. Where do you want to 
be tomorrow, 10 years from 
now, and 20 years from now?  
Set your goals high, but not too 
high.  Take time to enjoy life 
along the way because you do 
not want to burn yourself out - 
trust me.  

“Success should not be 
measured by where you are, 
but rather by how far you’ve 

come from where 
you started.”    

One of my 
biggest learning 
experiences came 
when I was just an 
FFA Greenhand.  
I wanted to start 
FFA off with a bang 
so I memorized 
the FFA creed 
and became 
the chapter 
creed speaker.  
I eventually 
became the 
district winner and 
advanced to state.  

There were 16 of us at state— 
15 girls and me.  I did not make 
the final four, but I can jokingly 
say that I was the “top guy at 
state creed speaking contest.”  
Although I did not make the 
final four, my creed speaking 
experience was a stepping-
stone toward many other 
accomplishments in the FFA.  A 
loss can be a mere step toward 
something more important in 
the future.  Remember, if you 
learn from a defeat, you haven’t 
really lost. 

If we follow what the FFA 
creed and motto, and Bible say, 
success will come naturally 
for us.  Each person has his 
or her own niche in creating a 
successful journey. You just 
have to find yours.  I encourage 
you to get out and try some new 
things and set some new goals 
in your life and the FFA.

How Should We 
Measure Success?

BY CLAYTON HAWKINS
STATE 1ST V.P.
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August
1.......................................................The Leadership Adventure - Springfield 
2-4................Missouri Young Farmer/Young Farm Wife Summer Tour -Alma
7-17....................................................................Missouri State Fair - Sedalia
13.......................................MU Greenly Research Center Field Day - Novelty
14.......................FFA Swine Judging Contest - Missouri State Fair - Sedalia
22............Junior Dairymen Judging Contest - Missouri State Fair - Sedalia
25...........................................MU Graves-Chapple Farm Field Day - Corning
26..........................................MU Hundley-Whaley Center Field Day - Albany

September
1............................................2009 BOAC Grant Project Completion Deadline
2......................................................MU Delta Center Field Day - Portageville
10............................Ag Ed/FFA Day - MU Southwest Center - Mount Vernon
12-19.....................................................SEMO District Fair - Cape Girardeau
15.... Ag Ed/FFA Day - MU Bradford Research & Extension Center - Columbia
21-26................................................................................Delta Fair - Kennett
24...............................Ag Ed/FFA Day - MU Hundley-Whaley Center - Albany
25................................Ag Ed/FFA Day - MU Graves-Chapple Farm - Corning

FFA Calendar

THE OUTLOOK

DID YOU KNOW?
FFA members are 

academic achievers with 
73 percent intending to 

pursue further education 
after high school.

Life—
 How You Take It

BY TAYLOR HUHMANN
STATE V.P., AREA 8

“Life is 10% what you make 
it, and 90% how you take it.” 
My agriculture teacher put 

this quote on my Agricultural 
Sales team banquet plaque. 
Every year, he gives members 
of the team a plaque with a 
quote that defines the team. 

My senior year, I was a 
member of the Tipton FFA 
Agricultural Sales team. Our 
team was strong, we worked 
hard, and our hopes for winning 
state looked promising. We 
went into districts a little 
nervous, but we walked away  
with the first place prize. 

In the weeks before state, 
we ran through presentations 
and practiced tests. By April 
17th, we were ready to compete. 
We remained cool and confident 
throughout the contest, and it 
paid off. When we walked out 
of the competition, we knew we 
were the team to beat. We had 
all done our best. The only 

obstacle we thought that could 
keep us from being state 
winners was the test. When the 
results were posted, we found 
that we had placed second, 
which is a great accomplishment, 
but it wasn’t the goal we set out 
to meet. 

The real irony in this story 
is that we got second place by 
only 7/10th’s of a point, and the 
difference between first and 
second came down to two test 
questions. However, even 
though we placed second, and 
didn’t meet the goal we wanted 
to achieve, we knew that we 
had done our best, and that 
second place was an amazing 
accomplishment. We could 
have been negative, but we 
decided that we were just not 

meant to be the state winners.
Throughout life, there will 

be setbacks, disappointments 
and even success. The 
important thing to remember is 
that attitude and how you 
handle life is what matters 
most. Remember that “life is 
10% what you make it, and 
90% how you take it”. Embrace 
the opportunities you have in 
the FFA, and show others what 
it means to be a part of this 
great organization, and always 
keep a positive and open 
minded attitude.
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*Relative refers to a child or grandchild of an FCS Financial customer

**Applicants must meet all qualifi cations to be eligible for a scholarship.

Andrew Alton, Auxvasse

Sierra Angell, Centralia

April Atkeson, Mt. Vernon

Jessica Borey, Grant City

Brittany Early, Leeton

Ethan Felten, Pilot Grove

Lauren Geiger, Mound City

Clinton Gerken, Nevada

Conrad Gibbs, Davisville

Alyssa Gibson, Vandalia

Brandon Gudehus, Edina

Tyler Habiger, Bolivar

Janah Holmes, Graham

Kendra Hughes, Bolckow

Marc Jensen, Higginsville

Meredith Jones, Dawn

Kyle Knuth, Adrian

Jarod Koenig, Perryville

Brett Littleton, Keytesville

Karisa Lorenz, Marshfi eld

Lonni Miller, Silex

Derek Paradeis, Sarcoxie

Kevin Runde, Parnell

Hannah Sandidge, Marshall

Kyle Schieber, Conception Jct.

Morgan Shramek, Middletown

Megan Smith, Neosho

Kenda Storie, Conway

Angela Suter, Wyaconda

Sawyer Thompson, Peace 
Valley

Becca White, Anabel

Ashley Winfrey, Humansville

Matthew Wren, Turney

Kacie Wright, Tuscumbia

Rachel Yocom, Davisville

Congratulations to the 2009 FCS Financial 
Scholarship Recipients

We Are Committed to Our Community’s Agricultural Future.

Apply for the FCS Financial Scholarship Today!

Each year, FCS Financial honors dedicated young men and women 

continuing their studies with up to thirty-fi ve $1,000 scholarships. 

These are awarded to Missouri high school seniors who are relatives* 

of current FCS Financial customers.

Visit myfcsfi nancial.com or give us a call at 1-800-444-3276 to 
learn more details.  Applications are available online and must 
be submitted by March 1, 2010.**

Experts in rural fi nancing since 1916


