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The mission of the “Show-Me Literacy Newsletter is to provide
professional information-sharing, resources and news about adult education and literacy.
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« 2003-4 Beginning Postsecondary Students (BPS) study
from NCES

+ Comparisons by age, gender, and ethnicity

+ We found similarities in gender and ethnic background,
and between the youngest (16 to 18 years) and oldest
age groups (30 years and older)

» A higher proportion of students in their 20s with GED
credentials in postsecondary education

« GED passers were generally older when they first
enrolled in PSE and their parents had a lower level of

education than those of traditional high school graduates

GLED]
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» GED passers received about 20 percent less in
financial aid for their first-year studies than did
traditional high school graduates

» Enrollees from both educational background
groups experienced stability in the number of
institutions attended—unlike the stereotype of
GED passers as a fickle and mobile population.

» A great majority of GED passers and traditional
high school graduates alike had zero stopout
during their first two years. 'GLEID|

www.GEDtestin gservice.com

» GED passers in general were exposed to a higher
number of risk factors during their first year of enroliment
than traditional high school graduates were

» Private situations and financial struggles that enrollees
experienced after first enrolling, rather than academic
problems, were reported as the main reasons for leaving
PSE for both educational background groups

» About half of GED passers and 35 percent of traditional
high school graduates who had enrolled in 2003-04
neither earned a postsecondary credential nor were
enrolled in PSE as of June 2009.

GLLID
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The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its
programs and activities. Inquiries related to Department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons
with disabilities may be directed to the Jefferson State Office Building, Civil Rights Compliance (Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/Age Act), 5% Floot, 205
Jefferson Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or Relay Missouri 800-735-2966.

This publication was produced pursuant to a grant from the Director, Adult Education & Literacy, Missouri Department of Elementary & Secon-
dary Education, under the authority of Title II of the Workforce Investment Act. The opinions herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy
of the Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education or the U.S. Office of Education. No official endorsement by these agencies is
inferred or implied.




