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The Story Behind The Math Worksheet Site

This article, worksheets and answers were reprinted from http://themathworksheetsite.com/

In 1995 when my oldest daughter started to learn addition, I wanted a way to drill her on her addition facts. I decid-
ed to create addition worksheets with all of the 1's on one worksheet, all of the 2's on one worksheet, etc. I would time
her on a particular addition worksheet every day--starting with the 1's--until she could do that worksheet in less than 30
seconds. Then she would move on to the next one.

To simplify the task of making the worksheets, I created a macro in WORD 6.0 that would create them automati-
cally. Since this macro created my daughter's math work, I named the macro MathWork.

As long as I was writing the macro, I made it create worksheets for addition, subtraction, multiplication and divi-

sion. The result was that my two oldest daughters started printing their own math assignments every day.
My wife told our home school support group about the macro, and everybody wanted a copy. The problem was that
only people with WORD 6.0 could use it. I wanted a way to make the functionality of the macro available to anybody.
I thought about creating the worksheets over the internet, but I had no control over fonts over the internet. Without
being able to use a specific font, I couldn't control the page layout.

When both Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer began to support style sheets, I had enough control over
fonts to control the layout of the page. By building the math worksheets dynamically using JavaScript, I could make the
macro available to anybody with a 4.0 browser. The original JavaScript generated HTML worksheets were posted to
the internet under the name "MathWork."

A subsequent update of this site took advantage of newer style sheet specifications and allowed each worksheet to
have an accompanying answer key. Since that update, the worksheets have been generated using Perl scripts on the
server.

HTML is nice, but it was never intended for precise layout on the printed page. Creating the worksheets in HTML in-
volved some compromises, and the results didn't always work for everyone, particularly people accessing the site on a
Mac. My solution to the problem was to revise the Perl scripts so that the worksheets could be delivered in PDF for-
mat.

The conversion to PDF format was a huge project. I couldn't justify the time commitment unless the site could gener-
ate at least a modest income. I also did not want to remove the free worksheets that so many people were relying on.
The compromise I decided on was to keep the free worksheets on the site while charging a modest fee for access to
the PDF format worksheets. After the conversion to PDF format, I began adding new PDF format worksheets to the
site on a regular basis.

The name of the site has since been changed to The Math Worksheet Site to clarify its purpose.

Traffic to this site has grown so fast that I had to upgrade my hosting service three times in one year. By September of
20006 the site was receiving so much traffic that my web host had to move the site to a semi-dedicated server. In Octo-
ber of 2006 the site was moved to a virtual private server.

I have been both surprised and pleased with the popularity of this site. Several hundred other sites link to The Math
Worksheet Site. It is the number 4 ranked site on Google for the keywords "math worksheets." I have received sub-
scriptions from 19 different countries.

Scott Bryce
October 2006
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Answer Key
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Answer Key
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Find the Least Common Multiple of each number pair.

3,9

3, 108

72,9

3, 11

20, 12

27,18

20, 8

16, 14

25, 20

10, 18

9, 99

64, 8

8, 96

8, 7

12, 15

4, 35

2,64

12, 32

8, 28

15, 21
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Answer Key

Find the Least Common Multiple of each number pair.

3,9 9 9, 99 99

3, 108 108 64, 8 64

72,9 [2 8, 96 96

3, 11 33 8,7 56

20, 12 60 12, 15 60

27,18 o4 4, 35 140

20, 8 40 2, 64 64

16, 14 112 12, 32 96

25, 20 100 8, 28 56

10, 18 90 15, 21 105
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The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its
programs and activities. Inquiries related to Department programs and to the location of services, activities, and facilities that are accessible by persons
with disabilities may be ditected to the Jefferson State Office Building, Civil Rights Compliance (Title VI/Title IX/504/ADA/ Age Act), 5t Floor, 205
Jefferson Street, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480; telephone number 573-526-4757 or Relay Missouri 800-735-2966.

This publication was produced pursuant to a grant from the Director, Adult Education & Literacy, Missouri Department of Elementary & Second-
ary Education, under the authority of Title II of the Workforce Investment Act. The opinions herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of
the Missouri Department of Elementary & Secondary Education or the U.S. Office of Education. No official endorsement by these agencies is inferred
or implied.




